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Complaint against the ABC (Australian Broadcasting
Corporation) TV

23 February 2010

ABC Audience and Consumer Affairs
GPO Box 8884
Sydney NSW

Dear Sirs

Formal Complaint against the ABC TV’s bias reporting
on Sri Lanka, in its “Foreign Correspondent” telecast on
9 February 2010

We refer to the ‘Foreign Correspondent’ documentary, dated 9 February
2010.

The said program was totally biased against Sri Lanka.

It was intentionally designed to bringforth disrepute to Sri Lanka and to
stir the efforts of ethnic reconciliation that the Sri Lanka is vigorously
attempting to now create. The program contains lies, deceptions,
distortions, misinterpretations and innuendos.

The program had been produced with the utmost malicious intent of
bringing disrepute and hatred to the Sri Lankan Government, its people
and Buddhism — Sri Lanka’s main religion, among the Australians who
were watching the program in their living rooms.

This is a formal complaint against ABC TV for broadcasting the
‘Foreign Correspondent’ on 9 February 2010. Under the Broadcasting
Services Act 1992 we hereby lodge a complaint, with a copy to the
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ACMA. We request you to investigate the complaint against ABC TV
and advise us of your finding ASAP. The complaint consists of 32
points, with a number of sub-points.

Should you require any clarification and further information from the
undersigned; please do not hesitate to contact him and he shall provide
his response to you promptly.

a. The title of the Foreign Correspondent story is 'Hell or High
Water'. The terminology “Hell” had been used to personify Sri
Lanka as a country of “Hell” for Tamils. This is a totally
incorrect misrepresentation of the Tamil situation in Sri Lanka.
We consider that the title is a grave insult and injustice to the
Government of Sri Lanka and the People of Sri Lanka. The title
causes a bias in the mind of the viewer against Sri Lanka. It was
cleverly done to promote the underlying theme of the whole
program — to attack the Government of Sri Lanka, the Sinhalese
People and their religion, Buddhism, to whatever extent,
wherever possible, with utmost hatred and malice. The entire
program had been done with the intention of showing that Sri
Lanka is a racist country for the Tamils. It is a ‘Hell’ for them,
they can’t live there hence the Tamil boat people must be
welcomed in Australia. The producers have done a wonderful
job in achieving their ambition and objective.

2. The program stated that large number of locals (ie, meaning
Tamils) are fleeing Sri Lanka due to “daily harassment from
the Government and the military”. This again shows the bias
and the prejudice of the ‘Foreign Correspondent’.

a. 40% of the Colombo population are Tamils. They
live in harmony with the fellow Sinhalese. Before the
war, say, in 1976, less than 20% of Tamils were
living in Colombo. During the 33 years of war, the
Tamil population in Colombo has more than
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doubled. Today, in Sri Lanka, there are more Tamils
living in Colombo than in Jaffna. Then, on what
grounds that the Foreign Correspondent say that
there is daily harassment of Tamils by the Sri Lankan
Government and the military?

Tamils have established their businesses in Colombo
and they run them very successfully. They are
comprised of small-, medium- and large-scale
businesses. Those who patronize them are the
majority Sinhalese. If the Sinhalese discriminate
against the Tamils, as alleged by the ABC TV, then
they would not patronize the Tamil businesses.

Apart from businesses, there are Tamil professionals
like doctors, engineers, accountants and lawyers who
work in all parts of Sri Lanka. Most of the top Sri
Lankan companies’ boards are comprised of Tamil
directors.

. There had been former Inspector General of Police,
Army commander, Attorney General, Chief Justice,
Solicitor General, number of Ambassadors, Justices
of the Court that have been Tamils. Even today there
are number of Tamil cabinet ministers and junior
ministers in the Sri Lankan Government.

Apart from the private sector, large numbers of
Tamils work in the Sri Lankan public service. Not
just in the North and the East but even in
predominately Sinhalese areas such as the deep
South. This is a clear example that the Sinhalese and
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Tamils do live amicably and in harmony in Sri
Lanka, and they patronise each other. They co-exist
with each other very well. Sinhalese and Tamil
children go to study in the same schools. Obviously
the Foreign Correspondent does not want to report
these positive things in Sri Lanka.

f.  Mr Campbell in his program failed to mention these
true facts, but showed that all Tamils in Sri Lanka
are subject to harassment from the Sri Lankan
Government and the military. This is a breach of the
ABC TV Charter and Code of Conduct.

3. The program showed people travelling in a dilapidated,
primitive boat on the sea, and implied to the viewer that they
were Tamils who were fleeing Sri Lanka to Australia. But,
in actual fact it was a Sinhalese boat with Sinhalese people
of Matara on it. The name of the boat “Sudu Putha” are
Sinhalese words ( “Fair Son”). The showing of the boat on a
high sea with bogus people was a deliberate fabrication to
create an image in the mind of the viewer that it was an
actual Tamil boat fleeing to Australia, when it was not.

4. The program stated that all the 150 people (men) who were
arrested were Tamils. This is incorrect. There were
Sinhalese men among the 150 people that were arrested.
Some of the detainees were heard talking in Sinhalese
language in the background. But this fact was deliberately
hidden away from the viewer, to show that the boats coming
to Australia from Sri Lanka exclusively contain Tamils only,
and that they must be provided asylum here in Australia (11
Sinhalese were denied asylum in Australia recently,
merely because they were Sinhalese and not Tamils).
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. Mr Campbell, in the ‘Foreign Correspondent’, uttered a big
lie in saying that the official language of Sri Lanka is
Sinhalese. He knew or ought to know that Tamil is also an
official language of Sri Lanka, but he deliberately hid this
from the innocent viewer. This is journalism at its gutter
level. If he uttered these truths Mr Campbell would have
known that his attempt to sensationalise the fact that Tamils
are being persecuted in Sri Lanka may not be successful.

Mr Campbell stated that each person was bailed out for
$3,000. This may be incorrect. According our information
the amount bailed out for each person had been different,
and it has been stated that the minimum amount of the bail
was much less than the $3,000, as reported by Mr Campbell.

It seems that Mr Campbell had stage managed the Tamil
women to cry for the show. It was very obvious that those
women were crying solely for the camera.

. One woman uttered that the Sri Lankan Government denied

them from taking a flight, hence they took to the boats. This
is another blatant lie. This may very well may have been
taught to the woman by the producers of the show, we ask
the ABC Audience and Consumer Affairs to investigate this.
Anyone who goes to Colombo airport will see that majority
of the Sri Lankans who are in the departure lounge are
Tamils, say about 65% - 70% of the Sri Lankans who depart
the country are Tamils. If the Sri Lankan Government is
stopping the Tamils from taking flight how can they depart
from the Colombo airport so safely? Mr Campbell himself
must have seen that majority of the people in Colombo
airport were Tamils. By deliberately airing such fabrication,
the Foreign Correspondent was clearly showing bias. Their
aim of the show had been to throw mud at the Sri Lankan
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Government, Sinhalese People and the main religion of Sri
Lanka, Buddhism.

In the program Mr Campbell was trying to create an
impression on the mind of the Australian viewer that all the
Tamil boats to Australia depart only from Sri Lanka. It is
evident some of the boats have departed from other Tamil
populous countries. For example, the Tamil boat with 240
people that is currently berthed in “Merak” in Indonesia
departed from Malaysia. It had been reported that the main
spokesperson of the boat, the bearded Alex, may not have
lived in Sri Lanka in the recent past but in South India
(where 60 million Tamils live). There are reports that he
had also lived in Canada. Truthiness of these allegations are
unknown to us.

a. Mr Campbell did not raise the point as to why the Sri
Lankan Tamils should sail all the way to Australia,
when they can easily sail to Australia, which is only
20 miles away from Sri Lanka. India runs an
effective refugee process service for Sri Lankan
Tamils. Furthermore, there are 60 million Tamils live
in south India, and the Sri Lankan Tamils are direct
descendants of the South Indian Tamils.

Mr Campbell had interviewed Mr Gordon Weiss who stated
that up to 40,000 Tamil civilians may have died in the
recently concluded war. When he was working for the UN,
his own agency stated that only up to 7,000 people were
Killed (this was also a high number and the Sri Lankan
Government denied this). We believe Mr Weiss was the
media person for the UN then! Mr Campbell failed to ask
him why Mr Weiss waited 9 months after the end of the war
to correct that the actual number of deaths were may be
40,000 and not 7,000. If Mr Weiss is credible he should let
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out the correct figures as he saw them then, rather than
waiting to create sensation 9 months after the end of the war.
Such conduct on Mr Weiss goes to his credibility though
the Foreign Correspondent made a desperate attempt to
create a good image for Mr Weiss.

Mr Gordon Weiss in the program without adequately and
sufficiently substantiating his accusation stated that the Sri
Lankan Government intentionally misled or lied to the
international world about the casualty figures. This is a very
serious accusation against a democratically elected
Government. It is important to investigate whether or not it
is the Foreign Correspondent program and Mr Weiss who
have done this (misled the Australian public), rather than the
Sri Lankan Government.

If ABC TV which broadcast the “Foreign Correspondent” is
a reputed, honourable broadcasting service it should have
allowed the Sri Lankan Government to have its say — it’s
side of the story. By denying that the Foreign Correspondent
denied natural justice to the Sri Lankan Government and the
Sri Lankan people.

Mr Weiss did utter the truth that Tamil Tigers were
deliberately Killing the Tamils who were fleeing the war
zone. But neither Mr Campbell nor Mr Weiss were bold
enough to state that of those Tamils who died (7,000 or
40,000), they were Tamil Tigers, and if Tamil civilians also
died, then they may have most probably been killed by the
Tamil Tigers themselves, as they were holding heavy
armaments inside the war zone. Mr Weiss failed to say that
because the Sri Lankan Army did not fire at the no fire zone,
large numbers of Sri Lankan soldiers got killed from the
Tamil Tiger gun/artillery fire. The Foreign Correspondent
did not want to say all this as then it will not create a bad
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impression about Sri Lanka in the mind of the ordinary
Australian viewer. To qualify his assertion that the Tamil
civilians were Kkilled only by the Sri Lankan military, Mr
Weiss stated that the “Tamil civilians were within range of
all the armaments that were being used, small and large, to
smash the Tamil Tiger lines ... the end result was that many
thousands lost their lives”. This shows how cleverly the
Foreign Correspondent used the story to show that the
alleged up to 40,000 Tamil civilians who died (such number
of killing never happened anyway), then that was done by
the Sri Lankan military not the Tamil Tiger shelling at their
own people.

14. Gordon Weiss stated he got his information from reliable
sources who had a presence inside the battle zone, not Tamil
civilians nor Tamil fighters. Then, as a responsible
broadcasting station, ABC TV in its Foreign Correspondent
documentary should have stated what the other sources are
that he got his information from (Mr Campbell later stated
that journalists were barred from the battle zone).

a. If Mr Weiss’s source of information was the Tamil
doctors who spoke to foreign journalists during the
war stating that large number of Tamil civilians were
dead, then, they cannot be considered credible
witnesses. After the war the doctors came out from
the closet and stated that they had to say there were
many Tamil civilian deaths because they were under
pressure from the Tamil Tigers to say so. They
admitted that they had fabricated the stories to the
world.

15. The program blamed the Sri Lankan Government that more than
300,000 Tamils were incarcerated in camps after the war. These
were war refugees. If they were not put in camps then the Sri
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Lankan Government could have been accused that it did not
look after its Tamil populous. The Tamil civilians became
refugees because the Tamil Tigers kept them as a human shield.
Mr Campbell, allowed Mr Weiss to state that 290,000 Tamils
were incarcerated because the Government wanted to screen the
Tamil Tigers from them. This is a lie. The Sri Lankan
Government undertook a great responsibility to look after its
Tamil citizens at great cost to the Government, not merely to
screen them for Tigers, but as part of its moral and legal
obligation to look after its own population, who were in great
distress at the time.

a. A parliamentary delegation from Tamilnadu
Government  commended the Sri Lankan
Government for the excellent manner in which the
IDPs were treated in the camps, but obviously
neither Mr Campbell nor Mr Weiss wanted to
mention that, as then the excitement they wanted to
create from the program - that ‘the Sri Lankan
Government and the Sinhalese are ‘bad people’ - will
diminish.

b. More than 90% of the Tamil people have now left
the camps — this is a great achievement for any
country.

c. Refugees in many other countries spend numbers of
year in camps before being resettled elsewhere.
Tamil refugees who had left for India more than 5-10
years ago are still languishing in camps in that
country in most appalling and atrocious conditions.

d. The record by the UN (Mr Weiss’ former
organisation) in resettling refugees in other places of
the world has been not good (eg. Kosovo).
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e. It must only be in Sri Lanka that such a large number
of people who were resettled in their villages in such
a short period of time. Rather than criticising the
Government of Sri Lanka, the  Foreign
Correspondent should have praised the Sri Lankan
Government. But obviously Mark Cochran and
others in the ABC TV had other ideas in producing
the show — to bring forth the maximum possible
discredit to Sri Lanka, Sinhalese people and
Buddhism in Sri Lanka.

The story alleges that Pathmanathan’s father and uncle were
killed by the Sri Lankan Government and he was also
threatened with abduction a year ago. Was this man telling
the truth? What sort of investigations did Mr Campbell do
before airing such blatant, very serious allegations against
the Sri Lankan Government and the military? He seemed to
have done no research on the most serious claims made by
Pathmanathan. This is not good journalism.

Pathmanathan states he shaved the beard so that the Sri
Lankan military could not identify him.

a. Then the show states that he has to go back to Matara
for his court case. If the Sri Lankan Officials wanted
to capture him they could do so when he is Matara,
there is no reason for him to shave his beard to
escape from the Sri Lankan military, as he will face
them in Matara anyway.

b. Furthermore, he was playing cricket in the open in
Batticaloe, then how can he say he was avoiding the
Sri Lankan security?
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During the show, a boat sailing on the sea with people on it
were shown. It was an attempt to imply to the viewer that
those people were Tamils who were fleeing Sri Lanka to
Australia. But, to the average Sri Lankan, it is obvious that
the boat was a normal Sri Lankan fishing vessel, which had
been shot in the deep south of Matara, and that the people
therein must be Sinhalese fisherman (natives of Matara). If
this is the case then Foreign Correspondent had been
engaged in the shameful act of misleading and deceiving the
innocent public of Australia.

Pathmanathan, when playing Cricket, says that even on the
Cricket pitch they were unsafe as there is a continuous
presence of soldiers and police watching on them. But the
scenery did not contain a single soldier or police officer, and
the cricketers seem to be enjoying their game.
Pathmanathan states that they are not allowed to play
Cricket after 530 pm. Did Mr Campbell check the accuracy
of this statement or did he merely allow Pathmanathan to say
things to discredit the Sri Lankan Government, as this seems
to be the objective of the show. Did he (Mr Campbell) teach
Mr Pathmanathan to say those things?

Mr Gordon Weiss states that in Sri Lanka the Tamils and
Muslims are excluded in any form of government. But, the
truth is that apart from top public servants, the majority of
Sri Lanka’s professionals such as doctors, engineers,
accountants and lawyers and business leaders are Tamils. Sri
Lanka’s commerce is dominated by the Muslims. In any
case the Muslims in Sri Lanka have not expressed any
grievous against the Sri Lankan Government. Mr Weiss was
merely making up a story. Even the previous foreign
minister of Sri Lanka was a Tamil, who was murdered by
the Tamil Tigers.
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a. According to the Sri Lanka’s Rich List, published in
late July 2009 by the Rich List Publications USA, 21
out of 38 of the richest people in Sri Lanka are ethnic
minorities. This means more than 50% of the richest
people in Sri Lanka are ethnic minorities, comprised
of largely Tamils and Muslims. Why cannot the
Foreign Correspondent/Ms Weiss report these truths,
but only untruth to the world about Sri Lanka?

The Foreign Correspondent stated that the video on the extra
judicial execution of the Tamil Tigers was authenticated by
the UN. By saying so they tried to imply that the UN had
admitted the fact that Sri Lankan military actually arbitrarily
executed those Tamil Tigers. But, the UN never stated this.
They never stated that it was a fact that the Sri Lankan
military executed the Tamil Tigers, but stated that the video
was authentic, ie, it was not a doctored video (the UN
Secretary General, Mr Ban Ki Moon, clearly stated that the
finding that the video was authentic was not a UN finding
but a mere statement by Mr Phillip Alston, the UN Special
Rapporteur). If he was running a fair and just program Mr
Campbell should have told the whole story about the video
to his audience.

For Foreign Correspondent to play the controversial Video
without regard to the Sri Lankan Government was totally
wrong. When the Sri Lankan Government had vehemently
denied that it was a true story (that its military Killed the
Tamil Tigers in such a way). The Sri Lankan Government
had provided expert reports stating that the video was a
fabrication, it is true Mr Alston (the UN Special Rapporteur)
did not accept those assertion, not because of anything else,
but, because he thought the persons who provided the expert
analysis for the Sri Lankan Government were not
independent enough. He asked the Sri Lankan Government
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to come up with a report from an independent expert, we
believe the Sri Lankan Government is still attending to this.
Under the circumstances, Foreign Correspondent should not
have aired the controversial video in such a fashion. It is
clear they merely used the opportunity to air the video so
that it will bring enormous disrepute and bad record for the
Sri Lankan Government, and the military.

The fact that the video is authentic means that it could have
been produced in a foreign country (the background did not
resemble the north/east of Sri Lanka, but a Western or a
Mediterranean country), using actors, ie, people acting as
Sri Lankan soldiers and Tamil Tigers. The uniforms worn by
the alleged Sri Lankan Army actors and their hair cuts were
not that of the normal Sri Lankan soldier. It is alarming that
the video was released by a group of Sri Lankans living in
Europe.

Again, Mr Alston of the UN, or anyone else had not been
able to prove that the incident of arbitrary execution as
shown on the video was real, and it was an incident that
actually happened in the war zone of Sri Lanka.

In the program they used Mr Gordon Weiss to justify that
the video was true and the Sri Lankan Government actually
killed those people arbitrarily. His words that, ‘these things
do happen in war situations, but the Sri Lankan Government
denies everything that happened in the war front’, is a
deliberate attempt to reinforce that the Sri Lankan
Government did indeed Kill those Tamil Tigers arbitrarily,
and also committed many war crime atrocities. In the
program it was evident that Mr Weiss had a desire to see war
crimes charges being brought against the Government of Sri
Lanka. Obviously he seems to have a grudge against the Sri
Lankan Government. He may also want to come to
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prominence in giving advice in a future war crimes tribunal,
given that he seems to be unemployed at the moment. It is
better to ask him about his motive of coming forward now, 9
months after the war. The Foreign Correspondent did not do
that.

Mr Campbell stated that the Tamils can’t go back to their
villages because the Sri Lankan military had sealed off the
Tamil villages or their homes were destroyed. This is a
blatant lie by Mr Campbell. The main reason why the
Tamils could not go back to the villages because some of the
areas had been highly mined by the fleeing Tamil Tigers.
Even Mr Weiss’s UN had accepted this as a fact and is
currently assisting the Sri Lankan Government in this regard
(to clear the land mines in the Tamil villages).

Foreign Correspondent denigrated the sacred religion of Sri
Lanka — Buddhism, in saying that in Sri Lanka the Buddhist
faith equals to Sri Lanka’s hegemonous identity and
nationalism, at the behest of other minority religions.
Foreign Correspondent must be asked to apologise to the Sri
Lankan Government and the People of Sri Lanka for the
insult inflicted on them.

a. Itis the Buddhist priests in Sri Lanka who have come
to the forefront to assist the Tamils in Sri Lanka and
create communal harmony there. It was they who
started collecting food, clothes and other items to the
Tamil IDPs.

Blatantly implying that Sri Lanka’s Buddhist Priests as
racists, it is nothing else but the Foreign Correspondent
demonstrating its gutter level of journalism.

In the Foreign Correspondent, a journalist from The Sunday
Leader Newspaper of Sri Lanka, Ms Janz, was interviewed
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where she stated “I hold the Sri Lankan Government
responsible for the murder of the journalist Lasantha”. Then
she implied that she had no proof about that. If this is the
case why was she allowed to criticise the Government of Sri
Lanka for murder without evidence?

At the end of the show a message appeared on screen that
despite Foreign Correspondent inviting them to do so,
neither the Sri Lankan government nor its military wished to
come forward to provide their side of the story.

a.

This fact had been denied by the High Commissioner
for Sri Lankan in Canberra.

Normally the Sri Lankan Government and the
military would grab such an opportunity to state their
side of the story. This has been the case in the past.

In any case, when such blatant extremely serious
accusations are made against a country and its
people, ABC TV being a responsible TV station in
Australia, should have been proactive to get a Sri
Lankan Government official/military to state their
views on the Foreign Correspondent story.

It looks like that Mr Campbell had spent lots of
time in Sri Lanka when producing the show. He even
went to the Tamil refugee camps in the north of the
country, manned primarily by the Sri Lankan
military. For him to now say that he could not find a
single Sri Lankan Government official or a military
personnel to talk to him, well only an utter fool will
accept such a blatant lie.

According to the Sri Lankan High Commission in
Canberra an official there had directed the Foreign



24

Correspondent to contact Mr Ranjith Uyangoda,
Director General of Public Communications of the
Sri Lankan Foreign Affairs Ministry for an
explanation, but the Foreign Correspondent had
failed to do this. They have evaded interviewing a
Sri Lankan Government/military official purposely.

We look forward to your prompt response.
Thank you.

Yours sincerely
Chanaka Bandarage

Barrister-at Law
President, Sri Lanka Support Group, Canberra
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Why Anagarika Dharmapala is important to India, particularly to
the Indian Buddhist

Chanaka Bandarage

Courtesy — ‘New Buddhist’, India (July 2015), and Lankaweb
(September 2015)

Some say Anagarika Dharmapala is the Mahatma Gandhi of Sri Lanka.
There is a certain truth in this statement.

True, Dharmapala spoke largely for the Sinhalese Buddhists. But, like
Gandhi, Dharmapala too fought fiercely against the British imperialists.

Thus, he fought for all Sri Lankans.

Sri Lanka is a country where its base (foundation) is Sinhala Buddhist.
The nation was founded soon after the demise of Lord Buddha (2498
years ago), where Vijaya , a Prince from northern India (Sinhapura
Village in Wanga Land of Lata Nation, located in the present day
northern Bengal ) landed in Sri Lanka (Thambapanni).

Dharmapala reminded his fellow Sri Lankans why India, a very close
neighbour, is so important to Sri Lanka. In his writings he highlighted
that Sri Lanka’s second king, Panduvasudeva (Prince Vijaya’s nephew),
married a relative of Lord Buddha (Baddha-Kacchayana of the
Buddha’s Shakya Wangsha of Kapilavastu); the Sinhalese are able to
trace a lineage to Lord Buddha.

In his writings Dharmapala stressed that his fellow countrymen
(Sinhalese) should work hard like the ethnic minorities of the country of
the time (largely of Indian decent). He questioned his fellow Sinhalese
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that if the minority races could do so well in trade and commerce, why
could not they.

Dharmapala wanted to motivate the Sinhalese to work hard and prosper
just like their Muslim, Tamil, Burgher, Bhora, Sindh and Parsi
counterparts. But, Dharmapala never addressed those minority races in
derogatory terms. For example, he never used the somewhat offeensive
adjective, ‘para’ (bloody), to describe ethnic minorities of the country;
he used the term to describe the British.

True, language such as ‘para’ is inappropriate for contemporary Sri
Lanka, but, more than 100 years ago, it was one of his ways of getting
through the message to the masses. And his method was effective.
People accepted his counsel without a protest. Dharmapala never used
filthy language against any people.

Dharmapala was fiercely anti-British. He vehemently opposed the
unlawful British occupation in Sri Lanka.

Dharmapala never preached that only Sinhala Buddhists should live in
Sri Lanka or that other races must leave Sri Lanka. He basically wanted
the Sinhalese to come out of their closets and be successful like the
ethnic minorities. Coming from an entrepreneurial family, he was
totally against idleness.

At the same time, Dharmapala was always a forceful protector of
Sinhala, Buddhist values, culture and traditions.

As a true Buddhist, Dharmapala launched massive campaigns against
meat and liquor consumption — ills that were introduced by the western
imperialists (first, by the Portuguese in 1500s). He travelled the whole
island in a placards fixed car, displaying the virtues of meat and alcohol
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consumption. Dharmapala spoke to his fellow countrymen, sometimes
in harsh language; people listened to him intently, acknowledged his
views and refrained from consuming meat and alcohol.

Dharmapala also asked his fellow countrymen to refrain from killing
living beings; he also asked people, including children to follow the five
Buddhist precepts — the Buddha’s preaching to the Buddhist layman.
Again, people largely followed Dharmapala’s advice.

Dharmapala asked people to change their Portuguese and English
names to Sinhala (a Sanskrit language of Aryan base). He also advised
them not to give western names to their offspring. A fine example was
how he instantaneously changed the name of young Pedris Silva (then
14 years old) to Piyadasa Sirisena, who became one of Sri Lanka’s
Sinahala literary giants. Owing to Dharmapala’s action, hundreds and
thousands of Sri Lankans started to have Sinhala (Arya) names.

Another very successful campaign launched by Dharmapala was asking
the Sinhalese (both men and women) to renounce western attire and
wear the traditional Sinhala Buddhist dresses.

When working with his mentor, Henry Steel Olcott (a US citizen),
Dharmapala assisted Olcott’s campaign to establish many Buddhist
schools in Sri Lanka (numbering about 300). This includes Ananda
College, Sri Lanka’s top most Buddhist school for boys.

A prolific writer, Dharmapala wrote to his fellow countrymen regularly
through his then very popular newspapers, ‘The Buddhist’ (English)
and ‘Sinhala Bauddhaya’ (Sinhala). He gave good counseling to
people to lead a pious and a meritorious life.
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Being a Buddhist leader, Dharmapala stressed that Buddhist children
must attend Sunday Buddhist Schools (‘Daham Pasal’) held in Buddhist
temples throughout the country to study Buddhism, and among other
things like good manners (eg. respecting elders). Parents and teachers
positively responded to Dharmapala’s request, there was a massive
revival of the Sunday ‘Daham Pasal’ in Sri Lanka. The trend continues
to this day.

Dharmapala was instrumental in translating Tripitaka from Pali to
Sinhala. He entrusted this work to his own brother, a lawyer.

The biggest and the most notable contribution to Buddhism by
Dharmapala was the saving of Buddhagaya for Buddhists from Hindu
fundamentalists. Buddhagaya is the place where Buddha attained
enlightenment. Dharmapala restored stupas there.

This was an achievement of unprecedented proportions.

This is one reason why the Buddhists in India pay so much respect to
Dharmapala

Thanks to Dharmapala thousands of Buddhists from all over the world

visit Buddhagaya today, one of the most sacred places for world’s
Buddhists.

If not for Dharmapala, Buddhagaya today would have become a place
of Hindu worship. He initiated legal proceedings against Mahantaya
who had unlawfully occupied Buddhagaya and systematically tried to
convert it to a place of Hindu worship. The legal proceedings in New
Delhi ran for several years and that drained Dharmapala physically,
mentally and monetarily. But, Dharmapala never gave up. It was a
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lone fight by him against a very powerful cabal led by Mahantaya. But,
finally Dharmapala won.

Dharmapala did not rest from Buddhagaya. He saved Mulagandha Kuti
in Saranath for Buddhists. He built stupas there (opened by Jawaharlal
Nehru in 1930). Mulagandha Kuti is the place where Lord Buddha
made his first sermon, to the five disciples. It is situated in close
proximity to Isipathanaramaya in the city of Banares (Baranes Nuwara
or present day Varanasi).

Dharmapala restored many important Buddhist sites in India. He built a
massive temple in Calcutta - Dharmaraajika temple, then, pilgrims rests
in major Indian cities including in Chennai and Calcutta.

One of Dharmapala’s main ambitions was to educate Indians about
Buddhism and Lord Buddha. He wanted to do this without disturbing
other religions and without antagonizing non-Buddhists. Dharmapala
laid the foundation to revive Buddhism in India, his followers like
Ambedkar very successfully carried forward the task.

Dharmapala was sorry to see the destruction and desecration of the
ancient Buddhist places of worship in India. The Mahabodhi Society
that he established worked in restoring the ancient Indian Buddhist
sites. This work continues to this day.

Dharmapala achieved tremendous successes in India, wholesomely a
Hindu country, without causing any commotion there.  This is a
remarkable achievement; in effect, a silent revolution. It is a good
example to present day politicians of both countries how to resolve
issues in a friendly and amicable manner, avoiding conflict. Especially,
when people of the two close neighborhoods are also distantly related
to each other.
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Rather than despising him, the Indians liked Dharmapala. Even today,
there is admiration for him in India. At the beginning of this year, India
honoured Dharmapala by issuing a postage stamp to commemorate his
150" Birth Anniversary. This is a very rare thing to happen in India —
issuing a postage stamp to honour a foreign national. It is stated that
even today one of the main streets of Calcutta — presumably, the street
where the Mahabodhi Society in Calcutta was then located, is named
after Dharmapala (It has been stated that the famous US Golfer, Tiger
Woods, is an admirer of Dharmapala, he had kept a portrait of
Dharmapala in his room (Tiger’s mother is a Buddhist from Thailand).
His Holiness Dalai Lama, a resident of India, has praised the work of
Dharmapala; he has a high respect for him.

Dharmapala propagated Buddhism in many parts of India and the West.
He did this in a peaceful, non-violent manner,

This also shows that Dharmapala is a man of truly international
significance.

The British wrongfully alleged that Dharmapala instigated Buddhists to
riot during the 1915 Sinhala-Muslim riots. There was no documented
evidence to prove the charges against Dharmapala, he was totally
innocent. When the riots happened, Dharmapala was in Calcutta, India.
This alone shows his innocence. Being a good Buddhist, Dharmapala
never instigated violence against anyone. Basically, he had absolutely
nothing to do with the Sinhala — Muslim riots. Yet, the British
incarcerated him for a long period of time (6 years). National leaders
like DS Senanayake, FR Senanayake and several others were also
incarcerated over the same incident (the Sinhala - Muslim riots -they
were also innocent). William Pedris, a brave young man, was brutally
executed at Welikada prison. EW Perera took a letter to the King of
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England (George Vi) concealed in his shoe sole to obtain the release of
DS Senanayake and FR Senanayake and few others. He was
successful, but the British kept Dharmapala imprisoned (under house
arrest in India). Fortunately, like Pedris, they did not hang
Dharmapala, but, restrained him badly. Dharmapala was in his early
50s during that time. Dharmapala never recovered from the mental
agony he suffered as a result of the unlawful imprisonment. He
suffered because he did nothing wrong; it is alleged he was punished
solely because of the British’s hatred towards him. It is alleged, it was
a case where the British took revenge from Dharmapala who spoke
harshly against the British rule in Sri Lanka. There were some Sinhala
leaders, loyal to the British, who worked against Dharmapala.

During the 18th and 19" centuries Sri Lankans were subjected to harsh,
imperialistic rule and their morale was low. Dharmapala did everything
to improve the self-confidence of his fellow countrymen. Dharmapala,
who came from a ‘high society family’, possessed a pleasing
personality — a dark man of almost six foot tall, Dharmapala wore a
yellow coloured Sinhala garment. His presence caught the eye of
everyone. He was a great communicator. Dharmapala spoke fluent
English and his English writing skills were exceptionally good. He was
well educated (an old boy of St Benedict’s College*, he was a civil
servant before starting the Buddhist propagation work (*at St
Benedict’s, he had an altercation with the school hierarchy when he saw
a Catholic Priest mercilessly shooting down a bird). Dharmapala was
mentored by the American Buddhist, HR Olcott. Dharmapala watched
‘Panadura Vaadaya’ where the Buddhist priests won the debate over
their Christian counterparts (Olcott became a Buddhist owing to the
outcome of this debate).
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Oozing with confidence, Dharmapala was fearless; he never hesitated
to fight against discrimination and injustice. He always fought for the
downtrodden; he aspired equality and justice. The following incidents
illustrate his fearlessness and bravery:

a). Robert Chalmers (the then Ceylon Governor) allowed Dharmapala
to attend his office, but, Dharmapala was purposely kept waiting in the
office for a long time —for nearly 2 hours. Dharmapala became angry;
during the meeting he complained to Chalmers that he too was busy and
that Chalmers should have stuck to the appointment. Dharmapala
remonstrated that Chalmers deliberately wasted his valuable time, he
had no confidence in Chalmers. Despite Chalmers’ request to stay,
Dharmapala left the office early without completing the meeting. This
was like a slap on Chalmers’ face, his staff witnessed what happened.
Chalmers never expected that type of ‘bravery’ from a Sinhalese; at
that time the whites sometimes considered the locals as a species of
sub-human. Note, when Dharmapala was imprisoned, Chalmers was
still the Governor of Ceylon. It was Governor Stubbs who released
Dharmapala.

b). In late 1920s Mahatma Gandhi attended the function to open the
Calcutta Mahabodhi  Society. In his address, Gandhi stated he
understood the Greatness of Lord Buddha after reading Sir Edwin
Arnold’s ‘Light of Asia’. Dharmapala was the last speaker of the event
(listed to give the ‘Thank You’ address). Dharmapala said that Lord
Buddha was born closer to 2,400 years ago in India (Dambadiva), he
questioned why Mahatma Gandhi had to wait to read the Englishman’s
book to realise the Greatness of Lord Buddha. Dharmapala said that
Lord Buddha was not just the Greatest person ever produced by India,
he was the Greatest Person ever produced by the world. Gandhi was
somewhat taken back by Dharmapala’s ‘rebuke’; he nodded and
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smilingly listened to Dharmapala. Gandhi was prepared to learn from
his friend Dharmapala. Gandhi had a strong liking to Dharmapala. After
the speech Rabindranath Tagore, a close friend of both Gandhi and
Dharmapala, congratulated Dharmapala for his oratory skills. At that
time no one would dare criticise Gandhi, who was the undisputed leader
of India’s independence struggle, but brave Dharmapala did not
hesitate to say what he had to about his friend , Gandhi, inside Gandhi’s
own India. The remarkable thing is that Dharmapala did this without
antagonizing Gandhi. Dharmapala had a great respect and admiration
for Gandhi; but on that occasion, he believed he had to make the
utterance. This is due to his love for Lord Buddha and Buddhism which
preceded everything else for him. It is stated that Gandhi was saddened
to hear the death of Dharmapala in 1933.

c). When travelling by train in India and Sri Lanka on two separate
occasions, Dharmapala was confronted by unruly white British men (in
Sri Lanka, by a white planter), who demanded that Dharmapala leave
the 1% class compartment that they were in.  They could not tolerate
travelling in the same compartment with Dharmapala - a Buddhist
preacher, who wore ‘strange’ yellow robes and demanded that they stop
consuming alcohol (whiskey) on the train. Dharmapala, a brave man,
did not bow down to his white opponents; he directly confronted them.
Dharmapala had a stronger personality than his white opponents, the
whites ‘lost the battle’ - they fled the compartment allowing
Dharmapala to travel freely.

Dharmapala was an avid traveler. Those days the voyages were made
by ship. Lots of Dharmapala’s time was spent on travelling to various
countries to promote Buddhism. His speech at the Chicago Conference
on Religion (Parliament of the World's Religions) in 1893 was
exceptionally powerful and of very high standard. Dharmapala became
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the ‘key person’ at the Chicago conference, most of the representatives
were Christian. The thousands of delegates flocked around Dharmapala
as if he was a movie star. Dharmapala gave a mesmerising speech to
the audience about Lord Buddha and Buddhism, even Swami
Vivekananda who represented the Hindu faith of India had to openly

embrace him. Chicago was a major watershed event in Dharmapala’s
life.

Dharmapala supported Buddhist countries, for example, Japan - at a
time when most countries despised it.  He was clever to collect
monetary donations from Japan. He had leading Japanese business
friends in Japan. When he visited Burma, sometimes he was invited to
the king’s palace where he had audiences with the Crown Prince. The
Burmese Crown Prince made small financial contributions towards
Dharmapala’s legal battles in India to save Buddhagaya. Dharmapala
had a deep gratitude for Burma for help establishing the Siam Nikaya
in Sri Lanka. Dharmapala maintained a good relationship with the Thai
Royalty. Dharmapala visited Shanghai in China few times, he also
visited several Asian and European countries.

Dharmapala had a remarkable knowledge about international affairs and
world religions.

Dharmaplaa liked Western Capitalism, and impliedly encouraged it. He
had a great ‘entrepreneurial mind’; he raised hundreds and thousands of
dollars for his noble tasks. Dharmaplaa needed money for his many
projects — the ’Save Buddhagaya’ project itself needed lots of money —
the litigation in India was protracted and lots of money was required for
legal fees, pay compensation etc. As stated before expelling the illegal
Hindu squatter (Mahantaya) from Buddhagaya, who had patronage
from the Indian state, was a herculean task; only Dharmapala could do
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it and so he did. Not only Dharmapala started Buddhist philanthropy
projects in Sri Lanka (there were many), he embarked on noble
Buddhist projects in many countries, mainly in India, and the West —
notably in the UK and US. He raised money well. It is Dharmapala
who founded the London Buddhist Vihara (Saddhatissa Centre of
North London — the main Theravada Buddhist centre in the UK today).
He established Buddhist presences in San Francisco, Boston and New
York. Dharmapala was clever in persuading his family to financially
support his Buddhist ventures. The main donor for his projects was
Mary Foster Robinson, the US philanthropist. Mrs Foster Robinson
was impressed of Dharmapala after his historic speech in Chicago. She
donated many thousands of dollars for Dharmapala’s various causes.
Dharmapala ran a large farm type project in Hiniduma in southern Sri
Lanka. Emulating Gandhi’s handloom co-operatives , he established
Sri Lanka’s first handloom weaving school (Hewawitharana Weaving
School). He started a Free Hospital in Colombo 10 in memory of Mrs
Foster Robinson. Dharmapala’s diary notes show that though he dealt
with lots of money, he spent them thriftily and very carefully.
Dharmapala was 100% honest in financial affairs. Dharmapala valued
the financial donations he received and accounted for every cent. This
is why people like Mrs Foster Robinson continued to fund him.
Obviously his opponents, who were jealous of his money raising and
contact making ability and the enormous standing he had in the
community; attacked him from left, right and the centre.

Above all, Dharmapala was a Great Practising Buddhist. He tried to
follow the Buddha’s teachings to the letter. Dharmapala dedicated his
life to Lord Buddha. Buddha was in his mind and thoughts always.
That is the reason why he became °‘Anagarika’. Most devotedly,
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Dharmapala tried his best to worship Buddha every day, each of his
speeches and writings were moulded with Buddha’s teachings.

Dharmapala venerated his mother, he predeceased her.

Dharmapala wished that he be born again and again in India
(Dambadiva), not because he was disgusted with Sri Lanka.
Dharmapala loved his native land, Sri Lanka and as pointed out in this
article, he did so much for Sri Lanka. Being a follower of Buddha
(Dharmapala became a monk in the last stages of his life - Ven Siri
Devamitta Dhammapala), he wished that he be re-born in India. This is
due to his eternal love for Lord Buddha — an Indian,- and also of his
affinity with Buddhagaya, the place that he rescued for the world’s
Buddhists. He also loved the Indian people.

Ven Dhammapala passed away starring at the Mulagandha Kuti
Stupas that he built, his fellow monks moved his bed outside of the
building he was living; as it was the desire of Ven Dhammapala to view
the Stupas upon his demise (when a portion of Dharmapala’s ashes
were brought to Sri Lanka (Colombo) by a specially decorated
‘Buddhist train’ from India, hundreds and thousands of Sri Lankans
lined along the railway track yelling ‘Sadhu, Sadhu, Sadhu’. They
threw fragrant flowers at the train. It is stated that more than 50,000
people flocked inside Colombo’s Fort Railway Station to receive the
train. There were more people outside of the station. A massive
Buddhist memorial service was held in Colombo where condolences
were read from Gandhi, Nehru, Tagore and leaders from many nations,
including from the Governor of Ceylon.

The biggest gratitude we Buddhists can show to Dharmapala is to
follow his footsteps and follow the five Buddhist precepts preached by
Lord Buddha that Dharmapala so vehemently asked us to follow. It is
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our solemn duty to protect and safeguard the Buddhists sites both in Sri
Lanka and outside, especially in India that Dharmapala rescued/built.

We are duty bound to preserve and protect the Dharmapala Legacy —the
Greatest Sri Lankan to live in the 19th and 20 centuries, Sri Lanka.
The co-operative and friendly relationship that exits between the
Buddhists in Sri Lanka and India is very useful to achieve this noble
task.

The writer, a Lawyer, is the President of Sri Lanka Support Group
(Global)
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15 Responses to “Anagarika Dharmapala -Greatest Sri Lankan of the 19/20
centuries”

1. Mr. Bernard Wijeyasingha Says:
“Prior to colonization in 1505, Sinhalese did not slaughter animals for
consumption nor did they drink methylated spirits.”. | would add that prior to
Colonization neither was the consumption of Tobacco products that is a
leading course for Cancer.

2. Senevirath Says:
gangodavila soma thera would have been another Dhrmapaala

3. Nalliah Thayabharan Says:
In 1912 Anagarika Dharmapala wrote: ......

4, Nanda Says:
“gangodavila soma thera would have been another Dhrmapaala” — no where
near.

Chanaka,

Any reason why ven . Dharmapala wished to be re born in India ?

5. Chanaka B Says:
Senevirath/Nanda
Greatest Sri Lankan of the 18/19 centuries— only other Sri Lankan who will
give a close fight to Dharmapala is DS Senanayaka, but | think Dharmapala
is ahead of him

6. Chanaka B Says:
Sorry, | meant 19/20 centuries

7. Lorenzo Says:
Anagarika Dharmapala was NOT JUST a Buddhist. He was a Sinhalese.
| agree the GREATEST SL in 19/10 centuries was Anagarika Dharmapala
and next DSS.



8.

10.

11.

12.

13.
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Chanaka B Says:
In the 30s and 40s as Minister for Agriculture, DS Senanayake carried out a
major irrigation revolution in the North and East where he built tanks and
opened up thousands of acres of land for paddy cultivation. He brought
people from elsewhere and planted them in the so called ‘marginal villages’ —
Padaviya, Sri Pura, Kanthale, Galoya etc. It is thanks to these efforts that the
country was later saved from the attacks of the LTTE. If not for these
villages, the southern boundary of the Elam would have been Anuradhapura,
not current Kebithigollawa/Medawachchiya. Note, the Marxists like NM
Perera , Colvin R De Silva etc vehemently opposed DSS’’ colonization’
program. A big drawback — he introduced nepotism in to Sri Lanka’s politics

Chanaka B Says:
Bernard, Dharmapala’s focus was meat and liquor; he did not attack tobacco

Chanaka B Says:
Soma Hamuduruwo does not belong to this category; he belongs to 20/21
century category. It is too premature to prepare this list

Nalliah Thayabharan Says:
As Minister of Agriculture from 1931 to 1947, Don Stephan focused on a
policy of transforming to non-plantation agriculture and commenced land
reforms and restoration of ancient irrigation systems and building new ones
along with the establishment of colonization schemes to provide land for the
landless farmers. He undertook improvements to dry zone beginning with
Minneriya. Gal-Oya project — designed for better use of over 250,000 acres
of irrigable and high land — contributed immensely to self-sufficiency in rice.

Lorenzo Says:
...... That does NOT matter. NO SL cares if he has relatives or not. What we
care is the WORK they did.

Sirih Says:
AD’s legacy is still here carried by his relatives.. Issue is we are fighting a
lonely crusade due to the fact that, our own Sinhalese Buddhist’s have sold
the country for foreign interest.



14.

15.
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Having races on most holiest city in Asia is one of the instances that bring
many questions.. Who is in charge ? Is it the man of the house or the women

in the house which is a christian..

Lorenzo Says:
Islamic terrorists have warned to bomb world’s largest Buddhist temple.

Lorenzo Says:

Sinhalese wake up! Save Borobudur ..........ceeeeeeee.



41

8325)0082 AE®E 19/20 0208w wsI8 Sy edddm® & ReBwoll
Bowg e@Poddawo e3e002® - 17/9/2014 eseo Lankaweb (17/9/2014)

@3B Hee Oszr20 Dedirceds

@18 @8 17 002 &m0 ewe¢d @il D@ 150 0O &z7@
e300eImow ©02)0d2

REOE Becdds ww 0dmE ©VIBs VEOmE O 8OF »eE
Bong 09wt v 8 Buw. s mo® D168 wwon §
B®mA. DEOBRHed ;@ BB8wum®, »mO®O wew OO &
ComD RERE WCHS WE FDIDBB JRCED8 WEHWO 8B
Becidw ymn S BPk. I0O, ¥y 1@ erBwews edNeEDHIO
80xY mega.

DEOBRN® D BessI® 8w eReddwes’ edNeEds B »E O
GBS, RO 008 BowE ededd glme®x (foundation) &8
CORB. 008 AYDS BHY™O Bowgw. VPYST edMNeEDSY VAR 3B Do
@2»ed.

&¢ 88w EZNOIREBD D¢sY VEOBIRH® 851Dedw (8 DEOBIEH®
BI85y OO0 @¢dd BwB. d9®1 %HBDBewrn t8 BwA.

REOBIEH®IO gDasHed By KHBsT 0®sT (B8, §LBO, eddd, 8538,
38 OB) BowRwsle aR® »nd edbeeSHD DR KA.
REOBIEH® B8O ¢80 %5 v @30 mm weE D. Y
‘80’ @ D¢ VP 0DNEDE ©New EdE. FHIS FRCEED8SY
2®e B 8 BoH Bewo YO 8@ ‘B6’ wIdm S, 86 e Bwo
Bedas.



42

DEOBIRH®I WOIW, e¢® I, BIWMER®BI, 8B wWr OB D&zt WIdm ®E
DO wD. 2, O® I D¢xy w8D8 weE gz’ HBw ewd gl
30O s¥ @0 BICROD e»ed. & O¢xY, OB, 19 ¢o ww 20 e
@OEROR 0wed MY B0 N8Bm0 WE Deviw.

BOBR @ Bog BBITIOD DEOBIEH®r @®IzN, B HWSEN, ©¥sT gBwr OB
DOHO BT #OBIn e megs. ¥Y dod Bed BBednOds ydoBmd
guwes BEe® 0dm0edsy e»ed. wWOWCEOHm On®ied DY
BByt AAGI®emD BERED OB m¢ D&y 8808 BBO Bewo B
w8, AEOWRDed VD¢ BBfws BBO dJedawxs ©20&HBO
B8enx, BEu1d¢w. @iy 88T 9900 gmo §w wew.

D82 &S gD ACHOO VEOBRH® B¢ W8 WE FIM®
Oesy g¢d gygey 5B DO weBWB. »HYS, COLNEDSTO gmsy B0
8 WO WODEE YMRBS IO WEIs Bwr 08xId00 On@d
8edOm® WO gud @® ¢ v B 8 e .

REOBR® mn¢ DO WD WMEY IR HBDRBewnm oNdaé.
9538000 MITIBN® 0@ g gB0iss D€ BeddBews Bew.

»® G808x 8oweysl § Coned OO By ©O HBsT e
(9578w000sY 510 O)) eedbsOFD D@ BHE ¢n D VY euvsI
glesie. @O HBTO edge vy Dk Weodnped wRdd® JO©O
BDO BoEwsIo ded emwB @I 8 ¥y ydm megs. OB
cueed 80 D168 exned.

8w 3R00ss Beddd wOesI, Boung, eRdd BWMmewD § DESBEH®
8o g @DodD 88T BEAeD §B»O® woxrd wed «.



43

B om0 BowE 0Roddwsy wId x5y gw POFOe @nwed OB
DRWT D¢y DEOBRH BB Yymor evmegs.

B¢ gm BOY, Bwg »5ded 83 Bweweso OB
HRDsTensy IBBO 95 el dn® cuecd/dvwe gulertwe. i
1® 800 VPO corTg/D08w®s megs. 9-G85I0 » ¢ 8.veg
@RedATDw (FOE BBV mOYH WE BVRLHIO @ g HEBIO
Beddme megs. @® Bwr @10 eewd ©Bnos’ Be. In®ied 88
BODHOO 9@ O w-edvewsy 8y & g® ceddtsews’ Gnd
DO WE DO e .

Dwd 900 yo© WE Ied gm YBID § YD YRS ©¢w
ARY; @®w eIHC® ¢ 8O §eR ©200sTesIe?:

“@o2 Hwr @B OG0 98 e @® JO ¢aEr WO Y wery
cved ¢o;08) dedf S8 et cwnl eDImEIO Belew3. .50 sdedd @®
@eef 00 ssemw@ oYesy @® 2 gdeed.....”

“CORI O 092)0dsY Euewsy p@i0wr se¢ BT AR IO,
coéore oV Ewedd @1 HBE erl® @0r ¢ 0® & gd¢syO
02 DO @Omz Hawo @B Es. @eef 08c0;05Y0 =2 IO 920 @D
@¢ 1. Y esedeesd cRE; emiGecs o0 ¢ d emewd mig 5O
dedf Bows Bews 9zl &8¢ @05 ........ 7

Bowewsio 8w u9Y ¢¥d owmiemewnsy 8Om0 gy ocimwe edcs
NE®O I® BT Wegs. BBIDO RYST e eewd ewe od
COI0B. @@ 9 EWIe BwrdsT YO Y qcwed OB wDiswm,



44

9@ wOW o Hedd wyw IO 8o WehsT OO @@
BIHBTO 800 5w, O10YOD RS WEW. @® gDIrDITH RBBH
g SOFOD wdibede ¢SmO REd. w6 0ed 9288 OO DDA.
REOME O8mw grnw MmO® g¢ O3 § 8 iswm d9®r ewvsIDr ¢z3 Hd
®8wed wd0 qud B88OxY Sw ¢n&.

DEOBIRH®ed cuvecd gwr eewd 8o wgewd ©8Om D1sI8mednd
OO wIPY. OO OB Foede Ced O BY REBOW B-we eRedd
Dworsdm sHCHABSB (dyed Buwo ty8dd wan wiedd) wsyd®mo;, 9.
@Y. mecIBeS Bw). @@ © DBrIcwW ¢ee & Romed B OTed.

DOBC 8050183 B8BsY @® SO0 gsTDr 57 WD D1e® g PYVWOWB o
O 5T amwd BGTDD REOWRHD §OBID ogpdw ¢ megs.
@® 850 8BEAeD 0808 cows wiw (ewidm ©xI8cw »8zY
BN §agewsT OO V06 W €5IPW) O DI @®ed Bre® & MWOWB Mo
Oy B0 BedBO YOO WOy DB, BO®NS B8O O»®
BN B¢ Wedsy BN MEEB. YD wIDDID BDBIELTY B5I™O
yed On BEeu®m e 02 ewsy ¥ OxusY Bmewrs’ Dien ey
1505 080 g@cunsdicwd eud Bong B8Besd 1. @ VOGS o
O 5T e emcd SOY.

DELIER® LOBw “mrymOensy Bug 8z 9180057 dDeBm» ecewd
oG 83edw . ¥y VYT enry, SdedvewssI® ¢G0siens’ 9ER 83ed
eRedd uBE ¢ vy (5) @oB®» oecud. YD Bwe
eREsY REOWE dOesT BEwTw.

8anB8 o @-G& D18 DOBC 5O Wdm @5 WOB e®sT WEOBIEH®
B5y0eesy 9 BOedv. m®0 cuhsY 1€ DD wm -G
520d 9D WS VEOWR ¥ 10w Oewe. 8e e 8®Emesy
»O¢ VPO & BYen 9-H8 O dIWS Bowg »HO® @wrd ®EIH @R
9COw. RYsY veid wew, Yed 1 hwrie FROD. OWE 0ed AYHOB



45

©8m weE agd8/9-G8 »HOw. RB®m ¢51O5I0 @88wd OB »HO®
@200 0037 Y 9 Bledw.e® B¢ mE® cowsmuenl dDned
— AEOBIRH® 988ed DS B MOBIWHO evB 83 14 v 888 088
B8CO ¢01D0 VewmenBO (e¢®d8w OFn ©888) Bureis B3ewx
(sgmced @9 ol mpdedewn) § ) ¢nedsy »HO® BBw6. AEOWE
oo Besn ¢es ¢l ¥y § RreBwewd Bwg »HO® RoTY. @O
B88edn g¢d¢ vOFed.

AEOBIRH®ed »O g8 ©280m D18® Hed B.wrwsIo (888 w®we
D101€R @¢8RDBO® ) DOBC 5@ 0200e€ BowE @R (Fa8w) &14®
$1200 ewi§ WodOa.

20s¥ed cvedam 8 DR VIOYMY H.S dE®Ied ededd 80w
FODe® DwaBed DELBICH® wagd® wOITID B, ©sY
00 IBwmE v e 3000 DB®G.(Ced YA»® 888 0dedd
B E § eE® §am5Ie BeBR® FROD).

AEO®RH® Bwe yosves O»  “The Buddhist’me “8.wg
©R9dD " OBsY om0 oW gdDig JPWIBBN BHHHDD BA 888
RAgsTesiw. BmymOO g¥8,cwdy Edn 0nhde 8D @
CBecd, g @wEN BE Wegs.

@R BNBeBR) DRews’ DEBBIRH®I eDdd ¢G1O5T 98¢ ¢v® v
W@gn) DD Beds..d® ¢»wd® @ 085 g ¢w® v O BBSwIO
BICRO OB 0O Qero® ¢SO0 Yo YY< O D d®r evsIds
gleste. @c®@d8wsy v ¢G0T In@ied 9EEOD dmm Hewsy O
0 P § ¢wd® wuE y»oces §886.8 y»oes ¢ ¢ds ¢
885y 8B,



46

£BOme 8 8sY BwEd u808nme BABLO VEOBEH®WO @m
300w BPeedwn.Qy 08 s LoBweedes HiBw
BEeWIESwWedn BOOH R8.

BTD0850 REOBIRHDIensY 8¢ Osun® @D »HO® ¢AlD §
BTDHBO @D DWsT e0m eDG8DW.HLRM WD DY Yeogsied ¢n®
9 9dAFOw 19, 380w YR WY B m&. e®wd ¢® L mw @D

eDew® @850 m». VELWICH® OB wEnuvw YyBRw-LsdHmome WS
Bes.

e®® 85%0B® § »E gBnw dwne Os.

REOBIRH® @28 ed H® JPTADwWD g¢ Brlg yued wmwal DO uxf
8 Bed» D 05380,

DEOBRN® 8000 FE (3O WOS) FeoTdd =S  Bwids
@R9dDwBBIO ol WS gBiesTe. On® 8 Pns eI Bwe.(1930
BOWECEesic; 885 @®Dr 898 81). YROTD B vy YEoEsT YOO
Ve edame ©EDe VNSO wOFO® R BB, B
D6 9Bem®216r®es (g¢ DIB»E) BBSed e® grusImede.

DEOBRD® ¢RBD gm Do eedd 8RB GrBwnl Pdisme
»egs. 998 DHE®NeD OI® § AEOGED sl 8808a.
95380000 »HH0 ABuwe»O O GO 00NedsT erIDIBWIesd
880 Bw.(eD5I508 @y »E®™D ). AEOBIRn®ed y» oG ens
Yol OnPeno e ¢®2D (9278w ) b8 g ¢w® Li8n BBOw@. @®
e gD@s glmCe® @Y ¢ fede. dYed gMEIBmewnm § §@edd
208 e®® D18® gm0 8OO 988wd eum Bedw.

92538wied B @mn D1HE eRedd BJDE0 88VIBWBO 8w D@
0D REOBEH 9RYH WO BIDw. T Gaduwfer BIOD ww



47

@m0 B3O BFOWO v BB WA :® ecw® BEOD On® W .
P¥ieI8 82r10® RO 3B we@ & Oy 86®IEeweA.

OB Ded Bulg wdhm cOn OO vFD By 93I8wed JLDn®
Do 890e® MmOYn VELBER® 9 IS, Yedadsy megs.
e®w gBnw SBEOHOY 8wwd,Bwd) SScdDwLA.

AEOBRN®ID edrBBO edNOD 95Iwindsy wed OO FE®
ABw. ¢ 9¥8w Hhimewd 990 FEO® oW, PEOWEHOIed
1500 6530 w@w-0wdw BO®Fems? @sIwimyy d¥w =@ §Ee»
WOCw w8y MSC Yo B we@ Bw dwed go wInewsd.
9538w 2038 B Y2f YWES OB 0® ¢FewdDwWO wYWIB Bw. e®w
gBnw 3dedsde § B8I8w1A. 9rIewimny d¥w Bed@mun w8® muE
gdeow Bms wostesy @@ WECAB. »FWm™Oed ym
80w e In@ied »BsT B (O¥edI8 Bwisws i ©8 Bw
@n8). e®8med ©¥yBdR emdY HAm, Odwd YO VESBIRH®
8O0 ememnB. AYed Oced VEOBRHIed GuwE »P g8
D80 8. Od0l PDPFed ©O mMBEHID DBIMOB . 9sI8wred
eDewum g8 PYuBs ¢RE @ n® VOBIECHE® O BBS Q&
DOMmed owvecd. 0008s 8 cvemmed AEOBEn®d
LI D® BEwsIn)n emenx ADE.

1915 8.wg GHEEO® oWIRWEBO DEORH I wOITVW  Bwo
FoostsTes’ YD Boonwew. 000 emIGVRLO VEOWEHSIe
BBO 805w Byesy s, I wew w8 BB 0508w, 0® 83w
»O ®sI5N 80 @ 83ed mE®eds. 0@ BBTO VEOBRHIed
88080 w2530 @D, DEOWRH® Ao Boeod 81AC @230 w.eOO
eICWEBO B®BI¢w 0218 eOR®ID Fmzys ¢luess D8y Desd 6
8o (Bos) gddBed HE®0 8 m@w.dhBm soemesy § DS
o506 ,FR edmmne®m 9 0dm ge 008 emIwEs



48

gmSewnm 80 addBwd ¢ ¢wl. 8Bw® 0¥ Beddtrd mTenwd
382 ey O18WE 8F ewecd D8 B ©G1®» 8. EW euvedds
DO 00wsy gled B8Bwr wme Forns Oy CehHensiO dw PO
8CEOe®sY DS emiznw® ¥ FR edmmem Diim st Bewes @i@».
DG VEOBRH® »OEEON Ay Boom WEeW. DIsrNOMO, BBw®
088 0@z DEOBIRH®ID BYY t0HW ENWEY. @® el Do
50 O Dws o OB BYw. PEOWER® Bown BO B VY
Om8m BOmewsy O eEdwe. FDmuws OO ¢HO® weE
& emedd AP Jedrw Hewld. Fmmdnsy ISees’ 8€ OIH®
cCu8 @ B,

D30 ©€20W §RcEBD8 G @en Ben DEOBICH® S0y 19 O
o dSsw v wwed w» 20» on dbsve §E wwed &

CrAmesed @ «dvs, 85 Swx»8m »FOGRSY vy dw. »ES
wewsy e 888, @® »DW B WS YMDed IO BEDsw 8w
@80 O 8Pl BB IO g8t € @) NB® wewr VESWE
B® edewd of megs. B8O sed ‘cwue B8 8OO BHEHBLT B 1O® &
O B0 evecvdBREY ewd Sw. ¢8d wwO BOY § Bz, Ox%f
g Db edvweBsy GEnY 99O, 8 evemrmd WY BB gbe
Bong ddpws gieds. dyed OO meds §esd yusim §
¢ 8. DBOBIRH® B Wy wIBedwmn (communicator) Se.
00 eRw® 9-G8 s mm »E Y 9-B38 s Bded®8¢ g8 ¢HWuewn
B, VORI 9m ewIsY gABWIBVHB WL AP (emed 12
2053 @BV wwed co ¥y OO e BBwiyy YyuEmOsewn)
88sY poIFecn @08 » O ¢®Y ¢ OB BIR® gdmBwe wO®
5208 O B S oFests) . AEHONS 8O® B8OOI O
80 O® Rozn 88miey (88F) edded BrBews s HOED
wogs. eedd By vy BB weiB yumwesy gmed § amed Digw



49

0@ 85y gedw. AECHOR® eRedRewn) Hode WmEd Diced
R8RS Dnewd.

3O BdDrwews’ 88ysT § DYOBRerd GuwuIdemtd By gyBBO
81dRD 0y BEOO 8w Edmw w1 megs. ©® 50O 3B 8 gwd
880800 ©ww 99sT 0dnedsy 8 @808 »muded D@ weEw. In®
BOIZNTODOB Y GBBwe P800 ewde. P80 8¢ Edma
gosesI0 clnws Omed on megs. In®ed Je B, SBHS
NSDBDBOeS enden BBswH 0® (e®@DB conden @ewdv) :

&).00% @CDd D18 FredQWICWr DEOBIRH®IO BOBwW WEwWRwO
u1@eemm 0053 Fou® megs. O O8 Bw By VY OO ww 2
8O COONEDI® dededw. @® o o § PEOBRH® Foesey
Beod D0 pedmdwied §PHO® @l M Be®B. 8¢ D3¢ D
G183 8O D0 gredfrcwd DEOBICR® RO Bed ¥y »&ied
B B we 0N, VY 8BS WOy RBed®xsy sl ©@00m
OB, DI GredPCOSWwed eddmwesY 988ed VYO VEOBIEH®
B DN WE VDS DR VPO Gews ®» @NVR B -D®eO
e®s ¢mes’ dYed WOFRO WYd1S 0B, e@me Coed By
G ® 9-GBwrmdsT Bed § reBmwusy 8BesTO D& s §, BSwsy
OB ) e0w BwolB. OO 8y BIBE § Comed @G ®wo
ssTed @0 DERBIEH® P8 By 8w @2OBO D
BBO MR @FeIO 1¢Bw e BJewxw Sv (DEOBIRH®D &
833w v HOHBO 0@ FoedE)2adwr B BIed Da®edw).

). 1920 @o wedd HEDHED 8BBO eI 8B
geEdme 898n BBe® cFwdsd DH®r 0isIl@n®i¢ d3dwe. 9B
DO DE DI DO Bed -G8 HBm Oy 90D gresndded
‘Light of Asia’ ewim Bwude®sy n®1 Pesthenst Dnsied egdddews O
o 06, cuded gdwust (Knd) »d Be®d Ayesd



50

DELIER® 0. OB S Hed ¢REWD 8O ©200 YO @ROd
BYRY eddom® yloEwr O Pgokhensd dwsieed ogddosdw
GYOBOD ©IB B®10 -G8 HBw GO dODET gesnFded ‘Light
of Asia’ gz¥ow Bwdmrno; @80 8¢d® QDD Wmreaxm DOE.
OB MR 8OO MIsIBR®1 83535 WICEMD) DEOBE NI WO
B Bw 05857 Imwmds B0e. D8OBIER®ensy 9erBOO
I8RO 8RJBB. OO B®Ied® B3 IO By VE BRI
Bnon § ST mendd 82510857 DEOBIRH® B g BiBw.
@® Red 9rIewIed Bewed ©8OesT B3BBG IS NIV Beddmw
BE0O ABedx dImg 8BemnsIO 8ned O mym. HYW JFo® w®
g O%HeasIdusiedd &8s 8SOne = =6 83 dELBERH®O
IR R@red OS¢ BD168 BEO ¢0as® DO o8 Bedw. DEOBIRHS
OO 9O ©G wme oomenB. & omeLdedns I
80BN ed BOYn e¢w BO g 8ui» Ind&ied yRuIBe Swe. 08
Beadn 8d®s 50 § rAmwel D8RS 95I8wed eddDewsy
005y BIEW I8N0, ©IIISied 9sI8wedd®, B¢
958w ed O g@mBE ©NWC GIIERDed DJe BOGE WS
eus3d0&8. 19332 g DERBIen®ed gwide B8EACD 01xIBn® gmo
D€YY DO Db 8 By .

&71).9578w0ed ®w Coed B8ecws’ ®dx Wwmodd (83 2A8)
REOBIEH®IO @ 0O we 1B sx¥Bed ©188wsI8 83 g¢ KB
DG ececemnDE®sy YE® B 8e (Comed »§ Hod DnBIEm
gdeeR). a89n yg@= g1¢ OB wm (O8w 188w nE 8O, §®8e¢ BE
50sIed ey (8edB) Bamdwd 861dD § @® S 8B wO ©188ewsy
AN B» eRw §iedd PCEYW. Y VOWEH® VPO gO»B®
@086, BHTIO D& OB §, m¢AC evedsws DEOBIRRSD By .
gdmedd, @ddd ecemBe, wdeed &8s ©188ewsy I
DEOBIRD®IO s0m ©188ed ©dxY BIOO 9 wREdDI Bwy (VI8



51

B®0¢ e®OB »FOLHE ¢y 88100 BBediBwr mnsedd ¢S50
8g Bw. ¢®8ed veDB uvriBed ©88wum ©ex »E YD -G
Sofimesmed 9ERO0 8w ARWBsY 88sTY O® ©188ews’ g dBwWd
88 wmew. e®w I N Yo 7 YOO hBDd 8¢dO8. ey
G55 §RC8BD¢wd B fROD B BI00 e® 88w B» Be.
D538 0@z DEOBICH®ID ®8ewsy g1¢ BP0 ydesio yo sy
Yol um).

). VEOBIEH® HS BE®»On®ed euedwBm® eEm® 8u. §F mced
AE®»ON® DEOBRH®IeT v eusIDsImNe Bv. Ems AEHO Boed
O0wm O BB ©00w6OE 5 FD @D § ¢ sy
Dvrieded gimaBws dWIB® wews wikm (¢ Pedduws Bedy
DELER® ¢ VWY IV BEDW. BEYDIRES LW §
DO Pgew® »m 8OO 8EAed 8w yJoB» el Bwed
wegs. ¢ vl 0y’ G ALLHO/PTD YDIo®m WOYn eONeDsT
eudedw. P ¥y B8z 8¢ DY e — VEOBHRHS
BBIDBBO 88e® ¥R 99O DRI 53 Mm. PO Y P
CthensIDnsIedd 8w SOme 8 W6 83 EOBEHDWD On®red
esdOw POy AEMON®D dYed OS¢ eurID ¢e¢sIm € evrnda.
o258 85 00 8Bw vy AEHOIRDed ‘Bwd $0® ©BO® OR ®»E
@ne’ @) BWMEBS O» ¢t &0 B OnedRewWsy, E¢eLHN
gm0 B Do 200 O18Y ¢ 8®IBTDW B83E . Y, DEOBEHS
DC VECHON® emedd By enedds e® 85T Bwr BE ey
598 @xnda.

REOBIEH® R Dnewsy odn® w-didw wegsr. IME Sodr ®dY &g
neg ™MeDB. 8o JJL 8O yDowm WOYH wEWr DEOWERHS
eDewd ODRI Bedw. 18938 §:©8med dmend NOS 85108 ecdm
208m By YH eWmesIed BHOODO wHWB Bwi. B8 On®o
@RadDv® 8w P CHesIdnTed ger edwds, 889D WS



52

wegs. BGODD 5186 6,000 O e0NE §o8® ®Y Y BB
Be aus’ 0887 »BO In®ed »medsT By DrxNd o
gleeRss’ OEY. MW S8 gbe ge®s’ wden, @m
aMOM™E 0® mog Dem BB O O wHVED 83 BB
ydoRwr Bwe. YO VD HFOBOO D16 ®WwNOW CDo .
AEOBRH® »EIOD wEO wI@dmws’ cFyg®m Heod ‘ewEHd
20D VDD BHOO® § FwdBRA. OO wIBHOTens’ O
ecoms BSBwmy wEBwmewsd Ju. @wODO @xI8wied Blg
»BBDBID Bewlsmnw meg OO 9538wied 83 y8Jan® Bxig
SEE NSDEBRE BedmmdsIe 5008 B®o8. 515104
y8dRed® VERBIRH® Digcenm OO B VEWHBILSW ewvsIDw6.
Smrend 8O0 VEOBRH®ed S0 ©Ox O eOB™EWE Y»
2308edC w82 Bes.

DELIER® @Eed edm ededd COOE W gm BOY Sy=d
51O ede. 0O g JODE (ROBC) ¥8sY ;800 cEO By
BB EWMECH WINdwY BICHBCERS e ¢n D dn® Baeo
8Oedw. DEOBIRHDD Yvimews $® »OOH YEu s 1.
OO0 By LhBm O1lm Bnewd 83w. VEOBIRH Y6i®wd Bw
g0E00sIBE & Ced ¥ Bged 960 VYY) BT WOG AWy Be.
AEOBR®IeE VEOgm DOERHOEO SodvewrsI® ¢R8D PYLADw@ID
@RGINBe® HmOYHORD OO NOGH B® Y& rewwBsT RS Goids D0
gleste. REOBEH® MBRIIned ¥ PR w®me BOwsIDH
5O86.  QEOBER® Smed HZwdE MOS Bs O 00166
Degs. 99O 0D FtwiBH w8 YeddiBw CODEE w-Didw wags.

DEOBIRH®IO bmusIns WOYn 8¥ eRI® Fnd® B8EIeD gmo ¢y
O BPesie.



53

DEOBIRH® DOBC ‘@ewies w388 wemEuw (D5yD1gw ) yRteds
enmegs. D8ORS BREOYH ¢, D1dm wWimewsy ewd
gows Be. LSOBw DWOYR e I ¢ ¢l vwwBs el
ewdedw eewddd JD dedn e Suv. Ined YLDHwWD edd
O Be® wOMO v g8 Lux e gdos Bu. OO m»E wd 8w
DCHW @BI8wWed DO #yd. JERWwD gf v S 83 Bulg
OWBIHWD OB DO SR O5I8 ers enwd®O¢ 8¢ Bw. Bulg
$®&% SO § 9538wred 9m DRBOBEID Bl FHdm wvmedRY
Ousimn RI®ewvxm 83 BJLLImewsy (FTRNwedsT) WD @OxF
BEO egend swy e @200 D %@ ememHNO DYevR
. SodvewrsI®, deden OB (§ R-x00xY) 9rI8widd ewied
83 Bed@mesnd. OB M»EOnE e ¥ D8 BBeds
8oslenrs 0 g DERBEH®I B8O sPwmE® Bt ¢nd. 8857,
REOEH® I Bt 980 megn. VE®BHEHD B8 Eed
@Rl wYH Y 08D DwowaB CrBw @ EOWMO B WO
wogs. gm® Ovivad §edn BwrtOm @d. DEOBEH®r 95I8wd 8w
AOBC 000R¢ (BedvewrsI® #1880 ©® oEHIDB) eDdd ¥ IS
O Huwod®m megs. & 0dneds’ ¥y edewd g68eE ewdedw.
g¢ 805N DooRBIDeE, RHIVTT NOS ePedd dWide VEOBRHSIe
De®m w80 YBBRWA. @, e®® Loime (RIS NOJ diBedes
@9 BDBEOIH®W), DoORBIMEE 00D EDIENVE® YLIZIBO
BB, LR §e®8med @Y JdsiBdend, @donT,
BOewd ¢35 HOCOE ededd w®TIm ¢ megs. §eBxy 88y
8w 89y’ »® JJ ¥y Iom HOGRORD @0 Gadad R MO
VEOBEH® 8OD@. On®ied DEO ¢» @YW Y DR WaBwwsy
wew HEWO® wwEde ®1RHed @8z KHBm e®8 ewmddld
@013¥essY OB weB. DEOBICH®Ied dmiend edrmw M ¢, P
81918, Oredmnc; (Dws 25 © BOY wcwex) REOBEH® woew Buw
e B e®RBw6. 9m DO IO § g O8xsT DEOBE B0



54

0® ¢ el w®Widw RS B8 ewd eWmId VA (DEOBIRH®
BB »OsTed BuBw Gigdhe Yym B8BuTeds D grw Do 8dw
BY) . VEOBERN® MmEeE BBLR gmd 8w veamm aBE&®
OsozaBwes @m0 w80Dm BOFDews Bedw. WEIBY® gyymSens
W08 Comed YOO gt wsly edumEisin Yy B e GsB8ed
ven 0308, I, eDdmcen gy Wi YN BB, § RrBHEHmO
Bedn @08 gfvd e®c0 8y g w«sly @08 g8€» 0% o
8Oedw. owen®: D0z Ouy g Iedw.e®8 ©mddl @CIdsTessy
O BHms BuBw vy InBe B8O Bhs Indwed m»H8x exded
BB MOB FeSTOBRIEIDS OO BS¢esT B3 el BB w.

REOBIRH®Ied menist Bwed5d0 ev vsiesy emms® el ded
DES AEORA® ‘T §eE Bwed® wmed 9 BWysO®D, yedandsy
208. e 88viemedd DEOBIER® 100%= ¢dom Bw. E1 ®OED
8Bd¢ B8ewiy), euvid m3® 0288w ¢nod® g9g megs. @®8
@808 @01dsTesst DTy On® eOn Jwe w1 RO eE ODed
ONOB. QEOBR®ed GeF ©wd® ®w BOITID @08 B>
O Bed® By v HBB® 01 E83wedsY eudmhsy dn®r OO
83w 99®0 ‘¢ 87, vwBEsT vy O18xY v guiv.

DELIEn® B BREOYH ededRewx Bw. g JHensidwsied
BBwesI0 ecey ¢cw® J ay8sI® amo®@me A8 On®) (@808 e
wogs. ¢y gud¢ SO gDedd mSBw. 8w & HBO 8Bw® Pg ¢»w®
8Y Qg CheasIdwsies edNeDsY s wegs. In® ‘¢m®8m’ Hod
O OB, Emumo oY 3¢y On®ied @@ edamnwm® F¢ ¢vwed Wmoen
38o@ Bes.

FOBw OBwsIO On®r @OV Fedw megn. &1 w6 WD WELT Y
8w Beda.



55

O» O ¢B2D Quddr wMeEdE I Yomw megs. ded
weE »Os cusy § DO Gugdw 5B B 0530ed. VEOBIRH®
ComDD #edw wmege. o®® BBed ¢ ¢B w88 § Rowned
cHIBB ce¢n eaewd of In® wmegs. I® @rIewIndxsIog
&2¢0wW Weg.

DO NEWB § P SHheasIDvsied cduBe g Bw O B85y
ORI® ©@RITABIO @D 53, Qg JHeasIDved JPFAFTOS 1@
R0 wd 883 ¢R2OO »O» O» QudPO OO OB .
Bomed wier el 88 odO8xn WOBWR 185 Coede Svwen B
@08 cuwduLHd CAYW. POBVWE Loddewd qud Hod wdFndJ
RTINS Swised, nOsY B8O B MmOmRE dYBwsy @¢w DR
Ox¥ezr @y WOBB. ¢33 Dwriewdd V05T PdPuwst ¢ AR ey O
Bewied Bysidwsied@ 88sY cidvrieded gg vslwecs’ ©8wd
eonds YrosTand dYuwesy evems 8ydst wme S mFw®.

380 § vy cOvTeded ©EODEn emdun Seds § ‘e@edd
@8 By 95I8wied 8O DD (emedD) DO Wmcd» 8. 88w
8ne ecssn 8O RS weavin Di8ewd ¥® ¢88ed DO® WSO® ¢
»EODedRwBsIO gy ¢ @8z, ©¥de yPuvews’ yeudduvwis »ew.
¢®8w BE0BOO @29D ¢®B8w Howmed s®amnl 83 “mm® 50,000
@08 Bi. »O B@E B»LE O8w Bumews’ 8On 83ww. ¢
GO § 90O cfude ®E8vimsied Secsdew 8800nY
9Bed uOFHed gBwo; O W DBBOCITed Yy OewA.
®5IBD®0, NG NI, RED FDIS GEBEWICDOBI, BY @¢ed
B¢ memmsy edewd eienw Qe DEmm BHhHd D By,
9538wed Y YsTned d¥wed 8w eBdnEm @A BEE SiBwu®
O9®ed gde eDNEDST g @B ¢ By .



56

DEORN® 00Nedsy qud euride Wi eCRE v O
9@ eusId (¥ @0 ©®x A8, ¢ dgried v¥BE ve 5 chm
00T Y 9® eRefReBBersI® (& €837 yn®) 9CE 83edw.

DEOBRH® qud BBWS g7 lomnd®8 cwsg @@ wyw 800D,
BedsewtsI® 95I8wied (FERDwD ), gioxmie S OB gu ©n
@n 208, § Romed 19/20 andds OE 38Y o@d dn® & CroBmaeo
g VEOBRHed & 06 Y dn®ied By dm OO gewsy
90y 000edsT 998w ¢nd OB @d.

25 Responses to “gz®8m 8@ 19/20 andSnwsis Sy egddlm® & cooflwd ”

1. Independent Says:

REOHEH® edNEDST ¢sd eurIBs VB ERVE MIBQBRS OO OO e8I g
v 0ds3 HBLA.

2. Independent Says:

REOME ®ed Yywidw wud Yozt mE yfesIsI0 8G1dR0s. @®wd eWnd, BowEws
“@®dDw” mosTert mEydert Bud. DEOBE B0 1o WO, WP O Do
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BonE 0Redw@r dOI® mE® OO nd Bede ?

3. Leela Says:

He wrote: “@»m Bwe 0BE@ 0 98 e e® 0O e wmd. ¢ wwiexsy
ced ¢C1edd Dod B8 B st edTMmEIO 8dewd. 80 vel 0@ ged JO WwEHm®
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4, Asanga Says:

Thank you Leela.
Chanaka, with all due respect to your achievements in the legal field-really proud to
see someone from our country achieving the heights in the legal field that you have
ascended, and that also in a foreign land.

4, Independent Says:

Leela,
You cannot understand the Ven. Dhramapala by reading just one piece

I Independent Says:
GO, %HBw w1 G1n® BEIED RO ®ied gedwle ........

5. Chanaka B Says:

Asanaga | thought both of us agreed that Sri Lanka should do trade (exports) with all
countries, including India. My article was focused on Sri Lankan exports to India, not
Indian imports to Sri Lanka
As | stated before why not we export en mass to any country, including, India. That is
one country we can easily flood with our exports. The advantage to us is earning
foreign currency. We desperately need them. What’s the wrong in saying this?

6. Christie Says:

“@238300D 03B 05T ¢y aBdiss D8 BeciBews Bw.”

7. Asanga Says:
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Chanaka,

Yes | agreed with you that we should do trade with India, | do not think anyone
disagreed with that.

My beef was with the CEPA agreement. Nothing else.

8. Christie Says:

Asanga, we will be another Sikkim or Bhutan.

Christie Says:
DOBC g0essDasy B8xY @® OO sTdr ¢o5¥ D Brom ¢ HWOW W Oxfes sy WO
B0 VBRI OBTD wog®w B megwe

9. Chanaka B Says:
Asanga
That is exactly why | stated the following in my article about CEPA:
CEPA a0 owd sund, edwews’ ©@08dmwe D 95IdwDd WIedd) ®w» Eds
8183860057 (ewircenme 5w wugd e®xY) ¢ ‘9sI8wied ewrem’ OO Bxdw
DLW
g CEPA gfesy emnme gned o® 88m6; ABeds esnBed. @y Bemed CEPA
grlesy HBOO 5@ gud 8O D& edge Dl Do 8w ¥r «8 BwB. A8y eTée Bo;
¢ (tariff) @22@B80 § Rmedsy 95I8wiDd Bon® meddwus gumwemw BBOD viB
O¥esy »HO (YB gu530 91edd) ¢ PROD) I OWeY BWBYNWLA......
CEPA owd 908 8Yn0xs gFwesy A800 yo® (WmE B 588 »O® dwd gdwsy
3000 @® e1ed) § C-2»00 BOBIO g Dl BWOD eI OO BPE®D gR-q
WO OB GG, 0® BEWI BvLSIHS BB, Hrovsind edgeg BB 88D wanwedn
a® g BBTosesTens’ cuecd @R o gBD8wed
CEPA gufess? A800 yod® g ded odf®s Hdwiwem gomtsr S B0 D™
Do 8 g S on gnw. CEPA gxfesy A800 50 9xI8wid god Gyed mom
BB Becdd OFws ¢:1JB® (e® OB DwdmO § E2NOO O» QD Y
SBuemumO D8w) 8dYSwmewssI® nHHO WI® DnsIB CEPAS gd-q 3 on gnw.
@®D g®i0; W8wsY YO ¢ule BBTouwwsIO/ 8IBedDemesIO guwe w8wews?
©5%ed
gm0, g8 ©¢s0 gnd 1998 8 gfes’ me Bewes edge Bhned® (FTA- Free Trade
Agreement) 8 g8 @Qw08), § R-m00 g8nmIY DwsIA (ediewd @d) CEPA 8 gd-q@
@25%800 gued wEnds sensy gu Do AR ©» GHed
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CEPA @100 o®d mnnD, edDnews’ ©-08dx¢ D @5Iewsidd wiedd) ww ©dds
81880057 (e¥reme Bmw6D B18yd 0®x7) §ud 9sI8wIed ewrcem DD BFSw
DD,

10. Asanga Says:
Dear Chanaka,
Thank you for your reply.
| am afraid we will have to agree to disagree.

Chanaka B Says:
Free Trade Agreements are the norm of the day Recently, Australia signed three free
trade agreements with Korea, Japan and China. They are going to sign one with India
next year. We have to move with the trend, otherwise we will miss out
To my knowledge India has signed free trade agreements (similar to that of CEPA)
with several countries in the region.
Even now we make about $1 billion a year from exports to India. India is one of our
biggest export markets. We can make it our number 1 export market, with or without
CEPA
If the people detest, | do not think the new government will go ahead and sign CEPA.
But we should not discard CEPA willy nilly. Lots of people are scare mongering. We
should discard CEPA only after a very careful and a thoughtful analysis. There is no
rush to sign or discard CEPA
As stated before, we can still increase our exports to India without CEPA
My argument (Sri Lanka becoming the ‘Hong Kong of India’) was made in all good
intentions to increase our exports to India. There is an enormous potential for us to
do that, more than any other country. Lots of countries even China, do not want our
export products, as there is no market for them in those countries. But, India is
different. We are similar. We can flood them with our export products. And that
means lots of foreign currency pouring into Sri Lanka!
The problem is that the latest version of CEPA is not currently available for perusal.
What I’'ve seen is an old version. We really need to read the contents of the current
draft. Your fear that through CEPA the country will be flooded with Indians is
justifiable, that is why | stated that the agreement should be thoroughly checked by
good lawyers. Furthermore, if we run our immigration system well, we should be
able to catch the over-stayers. Of course, Indians can arrive illegally to this country
using fishing boats (this could be happening right now); that can only be curtailed
through the presence of a strong Navy. To do all these, the new government needs
money, and the best (decent) way to make money is by way of exports
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Your earlier argument that WTO take sides, | would rather not comment about it at
this stage
Many thanks for the interest shown; it was a pleasure to respond to you

11. Christie Says:

Namaste: “If the people detest, | do not think the new government will go ahead and
sign CEPA.

Christie Says:
9¢ g508m BOOed ¢ Buwwd dmBw wenw gfn. o0& Heydep Ve Bded
@deen ROBRO s BHTVEEO ¢ 95Idwin) sdeulB8mwsidw.

Chanaka B Says:
“he is more of a Buddhist than a Sinhalese. He understood that Buddhism should
survive in order for the Sinhala people to survive, not the other way around”
(Independent) —
With respect, | do not agree.
To say he was more of a Buddhist than a Sinhalese, | believe, is not a correct
description of him or any Sinhala Buddhist
He was a Sinhala Buddhist; both at the same time. The distinction is that he was a
strong Buddhist who followed Buddha’s five precepts to the letter
Upon arrival of Mihindu himi during the reign of King Devanampiya Thissa, and
introduction of Buddhism, the then Sinhala culture intertwined with the Buddhist
culture, and formed a Sinhala Buddhist culture. Basically, the ‘Sinhala culture’
became the ‘Sinhala Buddhist culture’
The two cultures became ‘ one in the same’
Today, it is difficult to distinguish one culture (Sinhala) from the other (Buddhist
culture)
The Sinhala Buddhist way of life was a serene way of life. People worked on the
paddy field and lived close to the temple. Respecting elders was the norm of the day
Our Sinhala customs and traditions including what we celebrate during the April New
Year, are all moulded into one Sinhala Buddhist culture— they embody the Sinhala
and Buddhist values
After the colonials came (in the 16th century), some people became Christian.
Though they spoke Sinhala, they started practising a different culture — Christian
culture, as opposed to the Sinhala Buddhist culture
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But, for the Sinhala Buddhist who did not convert to Christianity (like Dharmapala)
and wanted to be a Buddhist, the Sinhala Buddhist lifestyle continued. This applies to
us today

For us, Sinhala Buddhists; we are not bothered whether we follow a Sinhala custom
or a Buddhist custom, because both are embodied in us

12. Independent Says:
BB Doy Bed cFWHeO. OO dn® D688 e5%Be8, dewx O vRed 9z
200D 59O 9ud®Ow6, R.med e»ed. 6® wmrw Ped Bwd®m HWHS EZNWSE ¢
? ®ed YRS 840 Yot
Decw® D8y DRO v B& §» &, BvR WO MBS vy BwendB. e®w Bmo
DR

13. Independent Says:
His statement “Bw® Bwew: ¢gm wier 8w ododdewsn nEsI®s.” also
proves my statement (think deeply).
Independent Says:

For the same reason he is NOT A RACIST.

14. Chanaka B Says:
Independent
You are raising valid points; but due to complexity and the many issues that are
involved, it is difficult to continue the dialogue in this format. It should be a person to
person conversation
What | attempted to show was that the Sinhala culture and the Sinhala Buddhist
culture are one and the same
Theoretically my argument is sound and | am comfortable with that, but, | agree, in
practice they may not work exactly that way — again, due to complexity in life
For example, some Sinhala Buddhists try to separate Buddhism from their way of life.
For example, they may become an atheist. Then, one can argue that the culture that
they practice is only Sinhala and nil Buddhist. | say we still have to categories those
people as Sinhala Buddhists; unless they make a radical change like becoming a
Christian, Muslim or taking up another religion
The fact that Dharmapala had a desire to be reborn in India does not negate his
Sinhala Buddhist identity. | say his action is still compatible with that identity
(previously | said that the two cultures merged and formed the Sinhala Buddhist
culture). There is no harm in a Sinhala person wishing that he/she be reborn in
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another country. Just because of that we cannot conclude that the two entities have
separated and the Buddhist entity has taken prominence over the Sinhala entity.
Once you are a Sinhala Buddhist, you can do many different things, they will not
negate your identity; unless you do something extremely radical like taking up a new
religion

Your two statements below, actually prove my point that Sinhala culture and Sinhala
Buddhist culture are one and the same:

‘Veew® D8y DRO uPeaxs 88 J» &, Bwe O B oy Bend
‘Bu® Bowwo ¢fm viFent 8w ededResn nESIO@’

Clearly, Dharmapala was not a racist -He was a positivist. | emphasized this in my
article

15. Independent Says:

| am happy to end here. We are not far away from basic understanding. There is

only one “Sinhala Buddhist ” culture.
Chanaka B Says:

Please note | was talking about cultures not races. What | said was that Sinhala
culture and Buddhist culture are intertwined. Within a Sinhala Buddhist person (say,
A Dharmapala), the Sinhala and Buddhist components that formed his Sinhala
Buddhist culture cannot be separated

To illustrate this further, if Sinhala Buddhist culture is the ‘child’, it is conceived as a
result of the union of two parents’ (Sinhala culture and Buddhist culture). Just one of
the two parents cannot produce the ‘child’

Buddhist Sinhalaya and Christian Sinhalaya are both good full Sinhalaya (same RACE).
Again, the difference is that they follow two different CULTURES — Buddhist and
Christian respectively. Because Christian Sinhalaya does not practice Buddhist culture
(but Christian); he/she cannot be categorised as a person following Sinhala Buddhist
culture (also known as Sinhala culture)

When he stated ‘Be® 8.wew gulm wiend 8w edoddewn nEsIO’, he
wanted people to enhance the ‘Buddhist component’ of their Sinhala Buddhist
culture

After became a monk, his name was Siri Devamitta Dhammapala, not Ven Pannaloka.
He did not say “he did not wish to be a Sinhalaya, but a Bauddhaya”. What he said
was that he would like to be reborn in India. He said this because it is where Lord
Buddha was born and where Buddhagaya is located (the place that he rescued for
the world’s Buddhists). He is entitled to say that. That does not mean he was ‘more
of a Buddhist than a Sinhalese’ — your initial interpretation. Thanks for your
contribution.
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16. Independent Says:
Chanaka,
“When he stated ‘Bwe® Bowcw gEfm wiferd Bwe edoddewsn nBsIOx’, he
wanted people to enhance the ‘Buddhist component’ of their Sinhala Buddhist
culture”
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INCREASING THE NUMBER OF MPS
FROM 225 TO 255 IS UNNECESSARY — A
COLOSSAL WASTE OF TAXPAYER
FUNDS

News of Colombo - March 5, 2015; Chanaka Bandarage

After the introduction of provincial governments through the
13th amendment in 1987 (addition of an entirely new layer of government),
Sri Lanka today is considered one of the highest governed countries in the
world.

There were 168 MPs in the parliament in 1977 (with zero national list
MPs), by 1989 the number had increased to 225 (with 29 national list MPs
-17% of parliamentarians). The increase happened without a referendum.
Now, leaders of all major political parties appear to have agreed to
increase the number of parliamentarians to 255.

It appears all the new 30 parliamentarians will be national list MPs (not
elected by the voters at an election). This amounts to 23% of all MPs of
the parliament.

These MPs would be appointed to the parliament at the whim and fancy of
the respective party leaders. The people (voters) will have nothing to do
with their appointments. Until these people are appointed, people would
not even know who they would be.
Given that there are number of MPs who are currently in the parliament
who would be unable to win a seat at a popular election; they will rely on
the new (‘chit’) system to remain in the parliament.
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This will give them the chance to remain in the parliament until they are
feeble or they die. The new system seems designed to look after
friends/cronies of the leaders of the political parties, rather than electing
representatives that people like.

It is unlikely that the introduction of more MPs to the parliament (30) will
help to increase the country’s economy and eradicate extreme poverty.
Judging by the performance of most current national list MPs, it is not
unfair to assume that most of the future national list MPs would also be
useless to the country. It will be a huge burden to the taxpayers to
maintain them .

Given that each MP needs to be provided with private accommodation,
vehicles, body guards and staff, high salaries, subsidized food at the
parliament, foreign trips and lots of other perks including a handsome
pension after just 5 years in the parliament; this aspect of the proposed
20th amendment to the Constitution will not provide the country any
benefit; but to a very lucky few individuals. Needless to say, it will be a
huge financial drain on the innocent people — a country that is heavily debt
ridden and laced with huge unemployment.

The new system will make the country poorer and more corrupt.

Appointing MPs to the parliament by way of a ‘chit’ system is contrary to
the principle of representative democracy. A cardinal principle of modern
democracy is that the voter should be able to elect their representatives by
way of popular ballot.

Sri Lanka and Australia have almost the same population (20 and 23
million respectively); but Australia is 116 times bigger than Sri Lanka. In
vast Australia, there are only 150 MPs in the House of Representatives
(Sri Lanka has 225 and soon to be 255). Even in giant India (1.25 billion
people), there are only 545 MPs in Lok Sabha.
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Australia has 5 state governments (as opposed to Sri Lanka’s 9 provincial
governments). In Australia, each State has more than 1 million people,
except Tasmania, which is bigger in landmass than Sri Lanka. In some
provinces of Sri Lanka, the total voter population is less than ¥z million. It is
somewhat of a joke to have separate governments for these provinces. It
is stated they are due to receive land rights and police powers!

The increase in the number of legislatures from 225 to 255 seems to be
entirely a decision by the current MPs of the parliament; the concept has
not been ratified by the people. This is a matter so crucial to every citizen
of the country, it should be referred to them at a referendum, to obtain their
consent. No doubt, people would reject the proposition wholesale at a
referendum.

Chanaka Bandarage
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An Appreciation — Don Randall, MP

““A Friend, who was there, when often no one else was there — A
Friend indeed”

Huffington Post, July 2015
Chanaka Bandarage, President, Sri Lanka Support Group

Sri Lanka Support Group deeply regrets the sudden passing away of
Don Randall, Australian MP.

Don died of a massive heart attack on Tuesday 21 July2015,while
driving his car in his electorate of Canning. He was driving to attend a
duty as an MP.

The whole of Australia is shocked about the sudden demise of Don — a
man with a very Big Heart.

Don was a very important person to Sri Lanka. From the mid 1990s up
to his passing away two days ago, Don was undoubtedly the best friend
of Sri Lanka in the Australian parliament.

When some Labor and/or Green MPs and Senators unfairly criticised
Sri Lanka or presented somewhat incorrect facts about Sri Lanka, Don
stood tall in the parliament confronting them. He was often the lone
voice for Sri Lanka in the Australian parliament.

A fearless fighter, Don confronted MPs who failed to realise that Sri
Lanka was facing a brutal terrorist war. Don tabled Motions in the
parliament, among other things, denouncing the LTTE. He warned that
there may be LTTE terrorist links in Australia. He also worked hard in
establishing business links between Australia and Sri Lanka.
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In late October 2014, Don wrote to the UN High Commissioner of
Human Rights in Geneva that he was happy about the elimination of
Tamil Tigers from Sri Lanka. He stated he was sad that they killed two
of his very good friends; Lakshman Kadiragamar (the then Foreign
Minister) and Major General Janaka Perera (former Sri Lankan High
Commissioner to Australia). Don stated that the killing of Janaka’ s
wife, Vajira, in the same bomb attack was a tremendous tragedy. In his
lengthy submission to the UNOG-OHCHR, Don stated that during his
travels to Sri Lanka, he spoke to Tamil people in the North of the
country and they spoke to him very highly about the huge infrastructure
development that the Government had commenced in the North and
East of Sri Lanka, after the war ended in 2009. He praised the
Government’s resettlement of about 290,000 Tamil IDPs within a
record time of several months. He mentioned the successful de-mining
operation which Australia funded (for which he lobbied). Don admitted
that some Tamil people criticised the Government for not solving their
problems on time.

Don was the Chairman of the Sri Lanka - Australia Friendship Group in
the Australian parliament for many years. He led Australian
parliamentary delegations to Sri Lanka. To the writer’s knowledge, in
the last five years alone, he visited Sri Lanka three times.

A keen golfer, it was Don’s great desire to play golf at the Nuwara
Eliya golf course, one of Sri Lanka’s best golf courses. He was able to
fulfill his desire in 2013. Every time he returned to Australia from Sri
Lanka, Don came with nostalgic stories. When the writer met with him
a few months ago, Don related the experience of spending a day at a
Tea Planter’s bungalow in Sri Lanka’s hill country, where he studied
the art of picking tea leaves and processing them in the factory. He had
simply cherished that experience.
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Don ran his own small charity in Sri Lanka.

Don was a great friend of the Sri Lankan community living in Australia.
He maintained close personal friendships with several Sri Lankan
Australians. They included Sinhalese, Tamils, Muslims and Burghers.
Don routinely attended Sri Lankan functions in Australia. If invited, he
seldom missed a Sri Lankan social or cultural event in his native state
of Western Australia (WA).

Don actively attended Sri Lanka Support Group functions in Australia,
including our ‘Sinhala Avurudu Festival’. He worked tirelessly to
make the ‘Sri Lanka Way Forward — After the War’ Seminar held in the
Canberra Parliament few years ago a tremendous success.

To the writer’s best knowledge in the past 15 years Don did not miss a
single Sri Lankan Independence Day celebration in Canberra.

Don was a dedicated MP for his constituents in Canning. One of his
rivals, Labor MP Gary Gray, who holds Don’s neighbouring seat of
Brand, said "I have seen first-hand how hard he worked for that
community. He worked tirelessly for his local community groups,
veterans and aged care services, and for improved local infrastructure,”

"He was a thoroughly good and a decent bloke,” Mr Tony Abbott,
Australian Prime Minister stated in a statement on Tuesday evening.
Foreign Affairs Minister and fellow WA MP Julie Bishop issued a
heartfelt tribute to her “dear friend and colleague” who had a “giant
personality”. She quipped “With wide interests and an inquiring mind,
Don worked to promote the national interest by building close links
with a number of countries.... He will be remembered for his
commitment to community service, his wit, his frank opinions freely
shared and his abiding loyalty to his friends”. Former Attorney-General
and the Prime Minister’s Special Envoy for Citizenship and Community
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Engagement, Phillip Ruddock tweeted “Incredibly saddened by the loss
of my friend and colleague Don. ......... I'll miss him greatly”.

The untimely loss of Don is a great loss to Australia. It is also a great
loss for the Sri Lankan community in Australia, and for Sri Lanka at
large.

May Don rest in peace.

Chanaka Bandarage, President, Sri Lanka Support Group (Global)
srilankasupportgroup@bigpond.com
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Response to Dr Dayan Jayathillake’s articles (2)
Chanaka Bandarage
Monday, June 3rd, 2013; Lankaweb

Reference to Dr Dayan Jayathillake’s article on “Provincial Devolution
Through 13th Amendment is a Political Solution Grudgingly
Acceptable to both Sinhala and Tamil Communities” that appeared in
‘dbsjeyaraj.com’ on 24 May 2013; Dr Jayathillake makes a desperate
attempt to justify the preservation of the 13th amendment. Therein, he
makes a number of arguments.

One argument by Dr Jayathillake is that we should keep the 13th
amendment because India’s External Affairs Ministry had indicated to
Sri Lanka that if we abolish 13, the Government of Sri Lanka would be
“at its own risk” and would force the New Delhi Government to react
with “firm measures.” They have also cautioned that Sri Lanka would
be isolating itself in the international community.”

First, India has to be more specific as to what these ‘firm measures’
would be. It is the role of Sri Lanka’s External Affairs Ministry to
articulate to India the dangers of the 13th amendment, and how it can
lead to formation of the Tamil Eelam (see our Media Releases/Petition
to His Excellency the President); in any case the issue whether the 13th
amendment should be abolished or not is an entirely internal matter that
should be decided by the people of Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka did not put
India under undue pressure when its citizens including the country’s
Buddhist monks were publicly humiliated and assaulted on the streets
of Thamilnadu. The country’s top sportsmen are still denied entry into
Thamilnadu. India may argue it is a condition in the Indo-Lanka
Agreement of 1987 that Sri Lanka creates 9 provincial governments —
this does not mean Sri Lanka should stick with them forever.
International treaties between countries are not permanent. Countries
can vary/revoke them by agreement or of their own. India will agree
under the Accord, it did not fulfill its side of the bargain; the IPKF
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failed to disarm the LTTE (IPKF committed many atrocities on Tamil
civilians also); LTTE was defeated by the Sri Lankan forces, more than
20 years after the IPKF left the country. These are valid reasons for Sri
Lanka to get out of the Agreement if it is still valid (doubtful). I hope
Dr Jayathillake would agree India has not shown proper leadership in
relation to Sri Lanka. Her foreign policy on Sri Lanka had been largely
dictated by anti-Sri Lanka events in Thamilnadu (an ex-Indian Foreign
Affairs chief, Mr Kanwal Sibal, criticised India for this). India is the
only Asian country with Korea that voted against Sri Lanka in Geneva
in 2013 — even the pro-western Japan abstained from voting (India did
the same in 2012); in 2013 India first advocated a softer Resolution
being implemented against Sri Lanka, within weeks her position
dramatically changed (due to Thamilnadu factor), India wanted
stringent Resolutions made against Sri Lanka (US objected to this). In a
situation like this, it is prudent for Sri Lanka to adopt its own measures
of safeguarding its sovereignty and territorial integrity, the number 1
priority for any country.

Dr Jayathillake tries to compare Sri Lanka with former Yugoslavia.
Like India (prior to British colonisation, India was not One Country —
Thamilnadu itself was a separate independent ‘state’), prior to World
War 2, the former Yugoslavian sates were independent entities (eg.
Yugoslavia, Croatia, Bosnia etc). But, Sri Lanka has always been One
Country. There has never been an Eelam in Sri Lanka. Pandya, Chola,
Elara were South Indian invaders who were chased away by brave
Sinhalese armies. Where an independent nation is consisted of a
number of former sovereign states, it is possible for the nation to
disintegrate at some point of time (like the former USSR); this theory
will not apply to Sri Lanka.

Dr Jayathiallke talks about R2P (‘Responsibility to Protect). He is
wrong to say this doctrine existed in 1987. R2P is a recent development
of customoary international law; the main proponent being Gareth
Evans, former Australian Foreign Minister. He emphasised that the
world should have intervened in Rwanda to save hundreds and
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thousands of people (R2P has only been somewhat successfully applied
in Libya, to overthrow Gadhafi. The invasion of lrag was not UN
sanctioned). In Sri Lanka the Tamils do not face a Rwanda/Libya
situation. The UN has failed to apply R2P to Syria (Russia has
repeatedly blocked the move in the Security Council).

Dr Jayathiallke states the following in his interview with ‘Sunday
Lakbima’ (2 June 2013):

S cned BOSmeE sOO® nEsY JOD Asvng DS Bgdm
08 e ne 8O» g® vy 8D Yyme mOsIoE, dOIHE
800D 8 @9 8dDies mOsIssTesy 3 ge?

CROL B BwW BYes BOIOO ewd 5 OFI® BiE yEm @S
©25%e08. Im w-Rbem ydemwes. O SOFdVON $OAB dgd=s
Bew D ¢ B88un vR8. & Ded® 608080 =d¢on Bews)do.
SERO BI® wriesiee mF, I wews HEIFOMD N Bs ¢nd. o
Bel J @O amd v Dewdd =no veIy ¥BIew » O DeOSY
0y Dg0 ¥riew OOV OST O DO D& eWDST® Swmes.
Bewo 0® Deid ned ss57cw Bun DaewsI® s1D1¥de 8. §xf o8x7
BBBwOm gewed Dx¥esy oy ¥s¥cw “OFde®sy BE cD¢ox’
8000 90D, ded® Do @8s vBG 8 Bwr O RO ¢DE-®
WOBY qd . del ® 6B F Sn®8ew DRWO &, 2001 ®BOsemewsy
000 agBnw AoBBE COLOWO GYewddO Behewr. O5n®
OBOSemw BT OO deces B® ud® ¢&Suim ¢SO0 yOOsY. G dedd
Bwo O8O0 ew gDR-Q WEeWIs B B¢DsIesT YhmsInDigwedi.

Dr Jayathillake himself admits there is a danger in holding the northern
provincial council election. His argument is twofold: (i) there is a
higher danger to the country if the provincial council election is not
held, (ii) to safeguard democracy the election must be held. In our
Media Releases and Petition to His Excellency the President, we have
shown that holding of the election is more dangerous than not holding
of it. Let us briefly analyse this again:

Advantages of holding of the September election
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I. Prima facie, it is a good act. People in the South who are non-racist
have articulated they do no mind having a Northern Provincial Council
(of course governed by Tamils), provided that it will not discriminate
against them, and it will operate in consistent with the Constitution.
Like the other 8 provincial councils, the Southerners want the Northern
Provincial Council not do anything that is detrimental to the country’s
sovereignty and territorial integrity.

I1. The Government may get credit from the international community
for holding the election as promised

[11. CHOGM can be successfully conducted in Sri Lanka without major
distractions.

Disadvantage of holding of the election in September

I. TNA being the former LTTE proxy in the Parliament will win the
election. They have not given up the demand for a separate state. In
Geneva in February 2013 they lobbied for the Tamils’ right for self-
determination (ie, a

separate state). Last April in London, they lobbied against GHOGM
being held in Sri Lanka. It was only 2 days ago (2 June 2013) the TNA
General Secretary, Mavai Senathirajah MP stated that “the TNA does
not believe in a power sharing arrangement under a unitary state.” (3
June 2013: Daily Mirror). There are other TNA MPs who have made
similar remarks.

Il. The chances of another Eelam war being erupted in the North are
much higher if the administration in the North is in the hands of the
TNA or a similar separatist group. Especially if the TNA led provincial
government holds Police powers (Varthrajah Permual used it as the
provincial ‘Army’), the consequences could be devastating. Inevitably,
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there will be clashes between the weapons bearing TNA Police and the
Sri Lanka Army. No decent Sri Lankan wants to go back to war.

Once formed, the TNA Northern Provincial Government will cunningly
team up with the west and India (they will hoodwink them also) and
will achieve their ultimate objective - the Tamil Eelam. It is foolish to
think just because the Government conducted the Northern election or
did other good deeds for northern/eastern Tamils (the government has
done many good deeds), the west and India will take the side of the
Government or praise the Government. Like in the past, the good deeds
will soon be forgotten (the country has not been given due credit for the
prompt resettlement of the IDPS (300,000), release of 10,000 LTTE
cadres back into society and the massive development work undertaken
in the North and East). Like how the US will always protect Israel, the
west and India will always take the side of the Tamils. In their eyes
(mainly due to Tamil Diaspora lies and Thamilnadu pressures), it will
be protection of the underdogs — ‘the most discriminated people on
earth’. Dr Jayathillake had been a vehement critique of the LTTE in the
past, his current stand of vigorously promoting the Northern Provincial
Council Election, which will lead to the end of One Lanka, is
unfortunate.

So far no country or international body has threatened Sri Lanka with
invasion or sanctions if the Northern provincial council election is not
held. No doubt, a strong reaction will come from India and the west, the
full extent of it is unknown. Our External Affairs Ministry has a major
task ahead of it - it should be in a position to explain our adversaries
why we had to take steps to abolish the 13th amendment
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and our diplomats must be capable of calming down the tension that
will arise — otherwise they are not good diplomats. We can learn from
US, UK, Australia, Israel in this regard (how cleverly they manipulate
situations in unison to their advantage). We have strong international
friends too, let’s use them to our maximum advantage. The writer does
not believe India will ‘invade’ Sri Lanka over this issue. The west will
not be able to send UN forces (like in East Timor) because China and/or
Russia will block the proposal in the UN Security Council (hopefully,
we have by now obtained these assurances from them). If the 13th
amendment is abolished by way of a Referendum, Sri Lanka, from a
strong position, will be able to argue that both India and the west (like
rest of the international world) have to respect the franchise exercised
by the Sri Lankan people. | do not know why Dr Jayathillake states we
should promote something knowingly that is dangerous, especially
when there is a safer alternative available, ie, holding of the
Referendum. His second argument that the Northern Provincial Council
must be held for the sake of ‘democracy’ is not an argument even worth
of debating — the country’s sovereignty which is at stake is more
important than anything else (holding of the Referendum is also a part
of the democratic process. Dr Jayathillake’s comparison of the 2001
general election that brought Mr Ranil Wickarmasinghe into power
with the proposed 2013 Northern Provincial Council election (that is
going to bring TNA into power) is not a good example; basically he
mixes apples with oranges.

The writer is a Lawyer

23 Responses to “Response to Dr Dayan Jayatilleka articles (2) about the 13th
Amendment”

1. Lorenzo Says:
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Susantha Wijesinghe Says:
Lorenzo !! The Law of Karma will soon be at ..........

Ananda-USA Says:
What TREACHERY is ..........

Lorenzo Says:
Ananda-USA and others, | said so!

Lorenzo Says:
War is better than this peace.

During war it was MAINLY ...........

Ananda-USA Says:
THERE IS AN EXAMPLE of how ........

Ananda-USA Says:
Rise UP! .... O Patriots of Mother Lanka ....

Dilrook Says:
What we see now is the second phase of the impeachment saga.............

Lorenzo Says:
Thanks ................
Sunil Vijayapala Says:

unwarranted attention has been given by most people to dj. the best thing is
to ignore the man and his works. he has a job — he is a dj at a club — the
Colombon murderous English spleaking club. they emulate the anglo saxon
ungulates and ponder on many things arguing about this and that. they sit in
chairs cross legged having a scotch in hand and talk of the wisdom of dj and
the 13th amendment. we expats along with 20 others challenged the 13
amendment, but to no avail as the wise old fool jr influenced the judgment of
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1 judge. now the challenge is back. again it might or might not fail.
dj is a self glorifying man who now has nothing to contribute to the country
but to destroy the very institutions which brought his popularity. he had some
substance then but now has lost credibility. so the solution — ignore him.

Ananda-USA Says:
Lorenzo, Great summary of the UNINTENDED GOOD done by the LTTE!

Ananda-USA Says:
Is this EMERGENCY BILL, intended to give the...............

jayasiri Says:
Mr.Chanaka Bandarage.....it is very important for us to write, debate, and
show our support to what is going on in Sri Lanka, with regards to NPC
elections & abolition of 13, 13 A or any other form of
ammendment...............

Lorenzo Says:
Ananda,

Susantha Wijesinghe Says:
” The Government has planned to APPEAL for a definition of ‘Land Powers

Ananda-USA Says:
.......... Many Friends and some Relatives of mine who were BLOWN TO
BITS in that attack, ........

Ananda-USA Says:
MORE INDECISIVE FIDDLING while Sri Lanka is HEADED for the

Chanaka B Says:
Jayasiri, about your comment, | think we should not be scared to tell the
whole world including India that we do not want 13A and it is a recepie for
disaster. We should say this through proper diplomatic channel.
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By not abolishing 13A, but trying to tinker it — 13A, will continue to cause us
misery. The country cannot sustain this monstrous White Elephant . Now it is
going to deny us a part of our country.

A Constitution is not a Dog’s Act; it is not something to be meddled with so
frequently (any good lawyer will agree with this). After JRJ meddled with the
Constitution in 1978, there had been 18 amendments within 35 years! — must
be a world record. And more amendments are being planned! That is why
Australia, though they do not like the Queen, did not want to Change its
Constitution at the Referendum, | think held in 1996. A wise move!

Fran Diaz Says:
Dilrook,
Fran Diaz Says:

Sri Lanka continues to purchase various goods (large stocks of pharma
products & food) from .......ccceeeee.

Fran Diaz Says:
As far as we know, no apology ever came from Tamil Nadu or India, for
beating up/humiliating ..........

Ananda-USA Says:
What is this..........
Ananda-USA Says:

The 13th AMENDMENT contains ..............
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A REFERENDUM UNDER THE ARTICLES 80
(2) AND 85 (1) OF THE CONSTITUTION IS
THE BEST WAY TO SAVE MOTHER LANKA

Chanaka Bandarage, Lawyer

(Lanka Web 13/6/13)

The Tamil National Alliance (TNA), the former LTTE proxy in the
Parliament, will win the September NPC election easily.

Holding of the NPC election under the 13" amendment (irrespective of
whether the Land and Police powers are removed or not) will lead to
creation of the Tamil Eelam.

Even two weeks ago, a TNA MP publicly stated that he does “not
believe in a power sharing arrangement under a unitary state” (Mavai
Senathirajah MP, General Secretary of the TNA - 3 June 2013: Daily
Mirror). In Geneva early this year the TNA lobbied for the Tamils right
for self-determination (ie, a separate state). Last April in London, they
lobbied against CHOGM being held in Sri Lanka. TNA have stated
that the NPC election is a ‘referendum’ for a separate state by the Tamil
people. In such an environment, how can the Nation agree to give the
administration of the Northern Provincial Council to TNA; a group that
is actively advocating secession?

The Government and people of Sri Lanka should do everything possible
to stop the TNA from forming the NPC Government — rather than doing
things to facilitate them.
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e Currently, the JNN and JHU have started public campaigns to
further amend the 13" amendment. Their action is
praiseworthy. Both parties are campaigning to remove the
Police and Land powers from the Constitution. They are happy
for the NPC election to be held afterwards. We say this is still
dangerous. The two parties do not favour a referendum.

We say giving such important powers as health, highways, irrigation,
environment, education, justice, prison, fisheries etc (the very long list
of concurrent powers in Schedule 9 of the 13™ amendment, plus the
Provincial Council list; effectively they are federal powers) to a group
who are advocating secession is akin to ‘entrusting the surveillance of a
chicken coop to a fox’.

The future TNA Government will seriously discriminate against the
Sinhalese. They will not allow Sinhalese to re-settle in the North. They
can even block the Sinhalese from travelling to the North. The TNA
MP Mr Suresh Premachandran recently threatened the Sinhalese who
are resettled in Navatkuli Village near Jaffna (6 km from Jaffna) that
they must return to the South. These Sinhalese families who speak
fluent Tamil have lived in the North for several generations. They now
live in utmost fear not knowing what will happen to them after the
Northern Provincial Council election. There are similar Sinhalese
villages in the North.

For JNN/JHU actions to succeed a 2/3 majority from the Legislature is
required. It is unlikely that such a majority can be obtained from the
current Parliament. Already 31 MPs in the Parliament have formed an
association to protect the 13" amendment. The JNN/JHU actions can
take long time to bear results. Note, the NPC election is scheduled to be
held on 7 September 2013 (within less than 3 months’ time).
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e Action by the Government — the Government intends to abolish
the following 2 Articles, which is very good:
Article 154A (3) — that allows the merger of the provinces (after
forming the Government, it is possible that the TNA can merge with the
East and eventually create the new state, ‘North-Eastern Sri Lanka’ —
encompassing 1/3 of the current Sri Lanka’s land mass and 2/3 of the
coast.

Article 154G (3) — Any Bill in regards to matters in the Provincial
Council List shall become law only if they are passed by every
Provincial Council.

The Government also intend to seek opinion form the Supreme Court,
presumably under Article 129 of the Constitution (it is not clear on
what matters that such opinion will be sought).

Expecting the Legislature to solely safeguard the Nation at this most
crucial juncture is too much of a risk. The politicians have failed the
country miserably. The civil society must rise and demand speedy,
positive action from the Government. Mere removal of the Land and
Police powers from the concurrent list (9" Schedule), and other minor
changes will not eliminate the threat to the country’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity.

As stated before, the Legislatures can take the people for a ride again. It
is foolish to expect that they will provide 2/3 majority to revoke the 13"
amendment entirely. Abolition of the 13"™ amendment, through a
national referendum is the only and safest remedy available to save the
country.

Why Referendum is the best and easiest way to protect the
country?
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The writer states with confidence that the best and most simple way to
abolish the 13™ amendment is by way of a national referendum, using
Articles 80(2) and 85 (1) of the Constitution (note: these provisions
have not been the subject of discussions before). Changes to the
Constitution, using these two provisions, will not require obtaining
approval from the Parliament (can do it without even having a
Parliamentary debate), furthermore, there is no need to refer the matter
to the Supreme Court.

The 3 stage process is as follows:

1) Per Article 80 (2): A Bill to abolish the 13" amendment should
be put for the approval of the Cabinet of Ministers (a simple
majority in the Cabinet is sufficient). The Cabinet of Ministers
should issue a Certificate stating that they intend to submit the
Bill for approval by the People at a Referendum.

2) Per Article 85 (1): The President will have to submit the Bill to
the people by Referendum
It is suggested that the following question should be asked from the
people at the Referendum (to be held before 7 September 2013):

‘Do you agree to abolish the 13" amendment to the Constitution, that
was enacted in 1987, that has created the present Provincial Council
system?’

Ifthe “Yes’ vote has obtained majority of the votes, then,

3) Per Article 80 (2), The President is required to issue a certificate
in the following form: “This Bill/provision has been duly
approved by the People at a Referendum.”
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The above 1), 2) and 3) activities are sufficient to abolish the 13th
amendment. Once they are successfully carried out;

that will be the end of the Provincial Councils (all 9 of them). The
Country will be saved!

Note Article 4 (a) of the Constitution reinforces the above process —
‘the Sovereignty of the People shall be exercised and enjoyed by the
People at a referendum.’

Let us say this to the West:

In 1987, the 13™ amendment was enacted using ‘illegal’ means — ie,
without seeking consent of the people at a referendum. There is
enormous opposition against the 13" amendment in the country.
Seeking the people’s consent now, even belatedly, is the most
democratic thing that the Government can undertake. Allowing people
to express their opinion is the most important premise of western
democracy.

Let us say this to India:

The Government may have given assurances to India that the NPC
election will be held under the full 13™ amendment, which assurances
are not legally binding. They were given to India, a friendly neighbour,
in good faith. However, a situation has arisen there is tremendous
opposition to the 13 amendment among the populace. The people have
a reasonable and genuine fear that holding of the election under the 13"
amendment will allow the TNA to split Sri Lanka and form the Tamil
Eelam that they so aspire. Holding of the referendum is a decision by
the Cabinet of Ministers, not by His Excellency the President. Whilst
the Government regrets that it may not have fully abided by the
assurances given to India, at the moment the Government has
absolutely no alternative but to seek mandate of the people at a national
referendum. India will agree His Excellency the President of Sri Lanka
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is elected by the people of Sri Lanka; he has a duty of care to them, not
to India.

We urge the Government to conduct informal discussions with the West
(and India), especially the US sitting on equal footing and explain to
them why it is imperative that the 13"™ amendment must be referred to
the people at a referendum — it was forced upon Sri Lanka by India in
1987. True they may not accept our point of view, but, it is important to
open a window of dialogue with them. This will help to minimize any
adverse action they might take against us. Note, the North East
demerger did not bring us any adverse reaction from the world. The
Tamil Diaspora/TNA hold discussions with the West and India all the
time, why should only we maintain silence?

We should not forget we have such true friends like China and Russia
in the UN Security Council, and thirteen true friends in UNHRC in
Geneva. We should appraise them of what is happening, and seek their
full assistance. We should also cultivate more friends.

Commentators like Dr Dayan Jayatilleka have argued that the
abolishment of 13A will lead to stringent Geneva Resolutions being
implemented in 2014, imposition of sanctions against Sri Lanka etc.
Some have predicted even a possible invasion of Sri Lanka by India —
we believe the latter is very unlikely. We should bear in mind that
whether we abolish/amend the 13™ amendment or not, the
international community (our current ‘enemies’ in Geneva etc— US,
UK, Canada, Norway, EU, India), due to continuous instigation by
the TNA and Tamil Diaspora, will not give up its desire to carve out
a separate state in North Eastern Sri Lanka for the Tamils. By
holding the election now, we are simply allowing this to happen. Let us
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nip this new threat to our Nation in the bud, rather than allowing it to
grow, like what happened with the LTTE.

In case if sanctions are imposed against Sri Lanka, or if CHOGM is
moved to another country, let us face those situation together as a
Nation. Safeguarding the country’s sovereignty and territorial integrity
is paramount to all other issues, like holding CHOGM in Sri Lanka.

Let them take CHOGM to another country. The loser will be the
Commonwealth, not Sri Lanka.

After the Provincial Councils are abolished, we can agree to
decentralise more power to provinces including to North and East
through  Divisional District Councils (Pradeshiya Sabhas), whose
memebers are duly elected.

Chanaka Bandarage
President
srilankasupportgroup@bigpond.com

26 Responses to “A REFERENDUM UNDER THE ARTICLES 80 (2) AND 85
(1) OF THE CONSTITUTION IS THE BEST WAY TO SAVE MOTHER
LANKA”

1. Lorenzo Says:
“We should bear in mind that whether we abolish/amend the 13th
amendment or not............

2. Senevirath Says:
SHAME .....coocueenene
3. Ananda-USA Says:

Jayawewa! FINALLY ... it is HERE as we had OFTEN DEMANDED.......
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Ananda-USA Says:

Dilrook Says:
I mostly agree with Chanaka. ........

Chanaka B Says:
Dilrook, Per Article 4a; there are 2 sources of power to exercise Sovereignty:

(1) the Parliament AND (2) People at a Referendum.
Both sources are equal.

Currently the JNN and JHU are trying (1), which seems a futile exercise
(Note, 2/3 majority is also needed).

(2) is the best and easiest [(using 80 (2) and 85 (1)]. It is more credible —
‘People have spoken’, thus, may be more acceptable to the ‘Western
Alliance’ and India.

It is easy to ‘sell’ (2) to the World than (1).

The President can call a referendum under Article 86, based on ‘national
importance’; one may argue this needs 2/3 majority from the Parliament
(depends how the Supreme Court will interpret this). So my method [(2)
(using 80 (2) and 85 (1)] is the best. By that HE the President is also saved as
the proposal is from the Cabinet, not by himself.

The Government will seek opinion from the Supreme Court (presumably
under Article 129 of the Constitution). The Government can ask the Supreme
court to make a finding whether or not the 1987 enactment is valid (13 was
passed under duress from India). The Supreme Court can say “No” and
advise HE the President that the matter should be put to the people at a
Referendum (the then Supreme Court stated it should be put to the people at
a referendum, it is alleged JR was advised by Siva Pasupahi that a
referendum was not necessary). Again, what advice the Government will
seek from the Supreme Court no one knows.
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Chanaka B Says:
Sorry,it should be NFF, not JNN

Nimal Fernando Says:
FINALLY! is so right — better late than never.

Dilrook Says:
Chanaka:

Although Article 4 (a) of the Constitution recognises correctly the
sovereignty rests with the people who may exercise it either directly or
through parliament, Article 154 (G) (3) contradicts it when it comes to
provincial councils. This is a ridiculous contradiction resulted from Indians’
lack of knowledge of our Constitution. However, this contradiction stays as it
is law now unless and until cleared through a Supreme Court interpretation or
altered...............

Dilrook Says:
As regards total abrogation of 13A, I’m in agreement with you.........

Chanaka B Says:
True, per Article 82 (5), to repeal/amend 154G(3), a 2/3 majority is required.
But, Article 82 (5) does not apply to Article 4(a) — Sovereignty of the People.
See in Article 83 (a), Article 4 is expressly excluded (2/3 is not required).
Therefore, using the referendum method in [80 (2) and 85 (1)]; any provision
in the Constitution can be repealed/amended, including 154G(3). 2/3 is not
required.

Contrary to what the then Supreme Court (5/9) stated it is alleged Mr
Pasupthi was the then Attorney General who advised JR that a referendum
was not required. Yes. Sharvanandan was the CJ.

Christie Says:
We have to get rid of the provincial councils.......
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Christie Says:
We have to get rid of the provincial councils......

jayasiri Says:
| thank, Chanaka, Ananada USA & Dilrouk for educating some of us who are
not familiar with Lankan constitution.

All suggestions are very appropriate, BUT a group of lankans who love our
Motherland should get together

It is time other Lankans, mainly expats to get together & present the facts to
our President & promise him our support.

Thank you.....Another retd expat expressing his views......... ~ May the
Noble Triple Gems protect lanka~ J
Ananda-USA Says:

HERE is ANOTHER ......

Dilrook Says:
June 14th, 2013 at 6:04 pm

A referendum does not work to amend the powers ..........

Ananda-USA Says:
Dilrook,

What do you mean “A referendum does not work to amend the powers of
PCs. Only two thirds can do it.”?

That is the EXACT OPPOSITE of what Neville Laduahetty said in his
article! I agree with Neville’s assessment.
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Dilrook Says:
Ananda-USA:

There are 2 different issues here.

1. Reducing the powers of PCs.
2. Repealing 13A

For repealing 13A a referendum is the best option.

For reducing the powers of PCs, the Constitution clearly specifies the
approach (emphasized) to be taken. | quote from Neville who in turns quotes
from the Constitution.

Lorenzo Says:
What’s the point in keeping this dirt?

Fran Diaz Says:
At this point in time, it appears to be pointless to merely make alterations to
the 13-A just to make it seem safe for the time being. ..........

Ananda-USA Says:
Indeed, as Neville Laduahetty says, “Thus the interests of the People are at
variance with the interests of the Councillors. ”

Ananda-USA Says:
....... Its establishment of a base in the Maldives is also changing the
complexion of the region,” he said.

Kosala777 Says:
As usual Dilrook has picked on a fellow patriot. Go and attack TNA Dilrook
rather than attacking good people all the time.

Lorenzo Says:
Ananda,
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Ananda-USA Says:
Kosala777,
No, No, Dilrook was not attacking me.......
Dilrook Says:

| agree with Ananda that it all depends on the exact wording of the text of the
referendum question.
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Death of SL Gunasekera — a colossal loss to the country —

A tribute to ‘SL’ from a fellow patriot/lawyer
Courtesy Lanka Web (11/1//2015)

Chanaka Bandarage, Lawyer

The writer had worked very closely, numerous times, mainly on patriotic
matters, with the ‘Great’ SL Gunasekera.

The writer takes pridein identifying himself as a close friend of SL.

For over 30 years SL was engaged in the struggle against Tamil separatism in
Sri Lanka. Many times he was the lone voice against Tamil terrorism,
especially in the legal scene.

SL wrote vigorously in multiple journals and attended meetings and forums.
He represented the country at Thimpu Talks, on behalf of all peoples of Sri
Lanka.

During the midst of the Tamil war, SL received death threats. He knew he
would not receive protection from security forces; yet he continued his self -
styled struggle against separatism.

A hallmark in SL’s struggle is that he constantly fought to preserve the unitary
status of mother Lanka; without fanfare.

A man of steel, SL did not deviate an atom from his strong beliefs and
convictions. No personal favours afforded to him could have persuaded him
otherwise.

An unassuming man, SL was never arrogant or uppish. SL moved freely
among people from all walks of life, especially the common man. SL had a
passion to closely associate with the Buddhist clergy.
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As a lawyer, SL acted for people who faced injustice and unfairness. He
represented many victims of Tamil Tiger atrocities including armed services
personnel. In such cases, he acted free of charge.

A brilliant Commercial lawyer; on social and justice issues, SL was a
Humanitarian lawyer. His presence in the Court room was a beacon of light.
He respected the judiciary, but was never scared to say what he had to. Judges
showed respect to him.

SL travelled far and wide in Sri Lanka. He went to remote corners of the north
and east and met Sinhalese villagers who were subjected to Tamil Tiger
terrorism. SL met villagers who were persecuted by the Tamil Tigers. He
frequently travelled to areas such as Aranthalawa, Gonagala, Weli Oya,
Padavi-Sri Pura and Janka Pura.

SL met with Buddhist men who had their pregnant wives killed by the Tamil
Tigers after slit-opening their bellies; he met Buddhist parents whose infants
were smashed on floor after grabbing them from their breast feeding mothers;
he met Buddhists and Muslims who saw how their priests were cold-bloodedly
murdered by the Tamil Tigers inside places of worship.

SL met people from all 3 nationalities that encountered crimes inflicted upon
them by the Tamil Tigers — the most brutal and heinous terrorist group ever.
SL met victims of suicide bombings, rape, bus and train bombings.

SL on his own could not do much for these unfortunate people (Thawalma
Foundation, which he was a member has done remarkable work in the
threatened villages), he stood tall with them. He intently listened to them and
after he returned to Colombo, gave them a voice.

Rural people identified SL as a simple, truthful and a trustworthy man.

In 2013, SL had a slip and fall injury in his house. He was in a coma for many
months. SL’s wife, Nimal, looked after him like her two eyes. A remarkable
lady of unprecedented courage, Nimal told the writer when he visted the sick



99

SL late last year that she would care for SL for the rest of her life; if she had to
sell family silver to safeguard this Great Sri Lankan she would gladly do so.
Such was the pride and nobility of this family, who did not ask for financial
contributions from anyone outside. The meritorious physician and family
friend, Dr Anula Wijesundera was there for SL until his demise.

Why SL is Great?

SL was fearless, and fought with people in the highest echelons. In most
battles - legal or not, SL came out the winner. SL had direct confrontation
with the country’s heads of states. As SL did not expect favours from them,
SL bravely and courageously fought for his causes. Even his enemies
respected him.

SL was a man who never called a spade a diamond or clubs. He always called
them a spade.

In 2013 SL worked tirelessly hard to work towards the abolishment of the 13th
amendment. Being a visionary, SL saw that the 13th amendment is a ‘White
Elephant’ of unimaginable proportion. He feared it will grow into such
gigantic size, one day it would ‘destroy’ the whole of Sri Lanka. SL stressed
that Sri Lanka should be brave to abolish the 13th amendment; it will be good
for the country — for all its peoples. He thought the political leadership should
be bold enough to explain the evils of the 13th amendment to people
especially to minorities and India.

SL showed the massive social and economic advantages for the country
should the 13th amendment be abolished. Today we allocate Rs 20 billion (or
more?) a year, just to maintain the provincial council system. What is the gain
to the country in return? Absolutely nothing. Provincial councils have become
a seed bed for corrupt politics, violence, drug deals and many other social ills.

A big way of paying respect and gratitude to SL would be to agree to abolish
the 13th amendment. At a time when the country is experiencing
unprecedented political change, to march forward, the country must have a
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serious discourse about abolishing the 13th amendment. Ordinary people
should express their state of mind to the government and politicians. It is a
good thing to trim down the enormous powers of the Presidency by way of
Constitutional change, it is equally good if legislatures — especially Tamil,
could agree to abolish the 13th amendments (provincial councils) — this will
be the best way forward for a unitary Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka flourished as one
nation under the pre-1978 Constitution. It is time that we go back to same. All
peoples — Sinhalese, Tamils and Muslims would immensely benefitted if Sri
Lanka has a strong central government, with Village Councils (Pradeshiya
Sabhas) looking after the people’s needs at grass root levels. Sri Lanka is not
India; it is too tiny to be managed by so many layers of governments, such as
now. It is one of the most governed states in the world — thus the huge
economic drain and other burden on the people.

Though born to a Catholic family SL lived an agnostic. He was a citizen at
large - a colossal figure of mother Sri Lanka. The whole nation can be
immensely proud that it produced such a unique, gigantic figure.

Chanaka Bandarage

4 Responses to “Death of SL. Gunasekera — a colossal loss to the country — An
Appreciation”
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Samanthi Says:
January 11th, 2015 at 10:39 am

| earnestly believe that other patriots like Messrs Gomin Daysri, Kapila
Gamage and Chanaka Bandarage etc will fill the vacuum created by the
untimely passing away of Mr. S. L. Gunasekera.

douglas Says:
January 11th, 2015 at 10:40 am

I have associated him closely purely on professional/official duty and
connected functional matters ,during which time, we discussed on many
matters including political and very many social subjects prevailing in the
country. | found him to be a very great SON of Sri Lanka who never ever
compromised his LOYALTY and PATRIOTISM to the country. His
FEELINGS towards those “down trodden” living in the then “Boarder
Villages” were beyond comparison and penning in a brief comment like this.

He was never a Professional who worked looking to make a life of
“Abundance” and led a very simple life. In one of my consultations and as
usually engaging in discussions on political matters, he wanted to present me
one of his books titled “Tigers,’Moderates’ And Pandora,s Package”
(published in 1996); I refused “politely”. But the very next day, first thing in
the morning was to walk into the book shop and “BUY” it paying Rs.300.00.
When, I told him next day, I “bought” that book; he had a hearty loud laugh
and said: “I knew why you refused to accept it and at the very moment a
feeling went through me that you would “BUY” it”. He did not forget to say
“Thank You”. This book along with his another book titled “Indo-Lanka
Accord — An Analysis” (published by the Sri Lanka Freedom Party in August
1987) are some treasures | hold in his memory. HE WAS A GREAT SON
OF HIS AND MY MOTHER LANKA.

GOD BLESS HIM AND MAY HIM REST IN PEACE.

douglas Says:
Continued.... I hold a mirror to his HUMILITY and HUMANITY by quoting
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the “Dedication” he wrote in his book “Tigers,’Moderates And Pandora,s
Package” : —

LANKAPUTHRA Says:
Thank you Chanaka Bandarage for letting people like me to add few
remembrance comments. | like to point out what Chanake forgot to focus on.
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HOW TO STOP THE BOATS TO AUSTRALIA

Chanaka Bandarage, Barrister at-Law;, President, Sri Lanka Support

Group

‘Sydney Grapevine’ - March 2009

East Timor regional solution or any other regional solution
- will never work; in actual fact, they are already dead

Pacific Solution — will not stop the fake asylum-seeking
Tamils (and others) from coming to Australia; they will
continue to come, and at the end will end up in Australia

anyway

Only solution to stop the Tamil (and other) boats to
Australia — Turn the boats back safely and humanely to Sri
Lanka (and other source countries of the boats). If required,
establish a mechanism to process their asylum claims in the
source country (Tamils can also be sent back to the Tamil
refugee camps in South India, in collaboration with the
Government of India (there are number such camps there
already).
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Why will the East Timor regional solution or any other regional
solution never work?

e The countries in question are diverse — they will never be able to
reach a multilateral solution to such a complex question.

e As already seen, countries like East Timor will start dictating
difficult terms to Australia. Also, it is evident that the President
and the Prime Minister of East Timor do not talk in one voice,
hence Australia will get bogged down with the East Timor’s
internal politics

e What if members of the regional solution pull out or dictate
difficult/impossible terms to Australia?

e Since Indonesia is a part of the regional solution with East
Timor (where New Zealand is also involved), there will never
be a consensus to the key issues of the problem

e It will be Australia that has to pay the total or majority of the bill
for the exercise, which could be enormous (may amount to
several hundreds of millions of dollars every year)

e Given that several countries are involved, it will take too
long (several years) to establish a regional centre, by that
time hundreds or thousands more of boats will arrive

e Australia has already spent millions of dollars to set up an
asylum seeker shelter in Nauru, this will be a total waste of
taxpayer funds

e The regional centre might become a holiday centre for the
vagrants of Asia and Africa, who will have good time in the host
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country (East Timor) with Australia paying the full bills until
the vagrants end up in Australia as permanent residents

As it is a regional centre, Australia will not have much control
in processing the asylum claims and the UN system, which is
corrupt and inefficient, will dominate

Why is it that the Pacific Solution is not the best solution to fix this
problem permanently?

It is true that when the previous Pacific Solution was in
operation the number of boats was drastically reduced from
coming to Australia, but they did still come.

It took too long to process the asylum seeker applications, and
Australia spent enormous amounts of money in Nauru to
process the claims

Australia was compelled to listen to the concerns expressed by
Nauru, meaning that the moment there is another country or
countries involved, Australia will not be able to apply its asylum
seeker policy willy nilly. It will be subject to the conditions of
the other country/countries involved

Asylum seekers were idle for several months in Nauru before
they were airlifted to various cities of Australia, so the people
smugglers continued to sell the end result they advertised as the
end result was positive (Nauru Foreign Minister confirmed this
saying the asylum seekers had a good time in their country
playing soccer etc — why should the Australian taxpayer spend
money for these)
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The opposition argues that Nauru is not a signatory to the
Refugee Convention

At the end, more than 98% of those who were in the camps
in Nauru ended up getting refugee status and they are all
now settled down in Australia. People smugglers know this,
thus they will continue to sell their product to their target
well.

When the Pacific Solution was on, the Tamils, who have now
mastered the tactic of travelling to Australia by boats, had not
started to their ventures by boats in very large numbers

The best solution

Return the Tamil (and other) boats back to Sri Lanka (and the
source countries) with the assistance of the Australian coast
guard/navy in a most humane and humanitarian way. This
means the Australia coast guard/navy will accompany the boats
back to their source countries safely. Australia will take the
responsibility for them until they are safely off loaded in the
source country and, if required, Australia can explore the
possibility of processing the claims of those would-be asylum
seekers inside those source countries. There is another
possibility for Tamil asylum seekers — they can be sent to the
Tamil refugee camps in South India, in collaboration with the
Government of India (there are number such camps there
already).

Even if the people smugglers or the asylum seekers damage
their vessels causing the boats to sink etc., the Australian coast
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guard/navy will be able to toe the boats back to the source
country or re-board the asylum seekers into a new vessel.

This is the only way that the people smugglers can be given a
firm slap to the face and a lesson that they will learn so well.
They will realise that there is no point of transporting their
human cargo in rickety boats for exorbitant fees. Voyaging the
dangerous seas as the end result will be fruitless, and they will
give up their business after few boats had been turned back.

(Australia is currently saying that they will stop the boats in East
Timor or Indonesia, but this does not much happen, even now,
the people smugglers sail directly to Australia, bypassing those
countries).

Another way to stop the Tamil boats

The Australian Government must talk seriously to Sri Lanka and
provide every assistance to Sri Lanka to stop the Tamil boats.
Though Australia states it has already done so, it had not been
done well. The Australian Foreign Minister visited Sri Lanka to
discuss this issue only once. That’s why the Tamil boats keep
coming. If Australia offers money and other assistance to Sri
Lanka to improve its coast guards/naval surveillance to stop the
Tamil boats, then the Sri Lankan Government will became
serious and stop the boats completely. Again, if Australia works
with Sri Lanka in a fair dinkum manner, the Tamil boats can be
stopped.
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Why is turning back the boats the best solution to stop the boats,
especially Tamil ones?

e It is well known that among the asylum seekers are ex Tamil
Tigers and Tamil thugs who have engaged in gang violence in
other countries

e Former Tamil Tigers have been positively identified in some of
the asylum seeker vessels that have reached Australia, including
the ‘Oceanic Viking’ (ASIO identified 4 Tamils as being of bad
character on the Oceanic Viking). Of the 250 Tamils who are on
a boat currently berthed in Merak, Indonesia, who are eagerly
waiting to come to Australia, several Tamil Tigers (both male
and female) have been positively identified, plus as stated before
Tamil thugs (eg Kulendrarajh or Alex, who was on the boat
berthed in Merak had been deported from Canada for street
violence; he was the spokesperson for the Tamils in that boat,
and then he suddenly disappeared some time ago, he presumably
had also been living in South India for some time allegedly
organising people smuggling activities).

e According to Sri Lankan Security experts a boatload of another
200 -250 Tamils, strongly suspected to be containing large
numbers of Tamil Tigers have left Sri Lanka recently on its way
either to Canada or Australia.

Are the Tamils genuine refugees or bogus refugees? Why would the
Tamils come to Australia which is a far away country and not go by
boat to South India? South India, the birthplace of the Tamil race
(where 60 million Tamils live), is only 32 km away from northern
Sri Lanka, and home to camps already set up to accept such boat
people
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There is no persecution of Tamils taking place in Sri Lanka. All
communities are living in peace and harmony in Sri Lanka
(about 40% of Colombo’s population is Tamil)

Australia has become a magnet for Sri Lankan Tamil asylum
seekers. They use the civil war that ended in Sri Lanka more
than a year ago as an excuse to come to Australia in droves of
boats.

Why should they come to Australia now when the civil war
ended more than a year ago? UNHCR and other agencies have
stated that the conditions in Sri Lanka have drastically improved
for the Tamils living there. There is no reason for the Tamils to
get into boats and pay thousands of dollars to get to Australia,
other than economic reasons.

There are established people smugglers (ie, mostly the LTTE, in
regards to the Tamils) who have a fine product to sell
(Australia). As long as the people smugglers are dealing with
the Tamils they will continue to come, no matter if Sri Lanka
provides a fine living conditions for them, as the standard of
living in Australia is better than of Sri Lanka.

If Tamils are genuine refugees, they can sail in boats to South
India easily. It is only 32 km away from Sri Lanka, there are
well-equipped UNHCR and South Indian Government refugee
camps established there to welcome them.

What Australia must understand is that the Tamil boats will
continue to come in large numbers. They are very clever in
circumventing the Australian laws. Australia must be cleverer to
defeat them.
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There is a flyer spreading around in northern and eastern Sri
Lanka among the Tamils that states “if you want a good life
simply hop on to a boat to Australia, within a short time you will
be the owner of a nice house there.”

Are they only Tamils from Sri Lanka in those Tamil boats to
Australia?

Tamils are coming to Australia in boats not only from Sri Lanka
but also from countries like South India and Malaysia — not
because of anything else but to enjoy a good life in Australia.
The standard of living in Australia is much higher than in Sri
Lanka and other countries, so Australia is a magnet for those
who aspire to have a good life, including the Sri Lankan Tamils.

Are the Australians being taken for a ride by the Tamils who come
to Australia by boats in large numbers?

By way of boat it is very easy to get to Australia. There is no
immigration, no customs, no police — you just arrive and then
you are welcomed with warm hearts, loving kindness and
friendly gestures. The only risk is the requirement to spend
number of days on the rough seas, but the people smugglers
paint rosy pictures of the journey to those who are interested, as
their only concern is to fatten their wallets.

For Sri Lankan Tamils the biggest advantage is that the
Christmas Island and Cocos Island are situated within
reasonable proximity to Sri Lanka. They do not need to berth in
Indonesia to sail toward to these islands. They can even come
via other countries, like Malaysia and Thailand, which means
Australia’s attempt to stop the Tamil boats in Indonesia or East
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Timor may be a futile exercise. They just raise hopes in
anticipation of again countering the problem but it is in vain.
Australia is not winning, but the people smugglers are.

Australia is spending millions of taxpayers’ dollars to provide a
5-star treatment to the illegal boat people.

Steve Fielding (Senator) after visiting the Christmas Island
detention centre stated "Facilities on Christmas Island are pretty
good and look more like a motel than a detention centre....
Detainees on the island get good accommodation, great food,
phone and internet access and then within three months get a
gold pass to live in Australia. ...It was better treatment than
many Australians got from the Government.”

Australia is spending millions of taxpayer money to provide a 5
star treatment to the illegal boat people, people smugglers will
continue to spread this positive message to their respective
products.

This joke must come to an end now, not tomorrow.

Is there a refugee problem in Sri Lanka (are the Tamils being
discriminated against in Sri Lanka)?

Fundamentally there is no reason for the Tamils to flee Sri
Lanka to Australia as refugees now. They are only economic
migrants. Tamils are not fleeing persecution when they travel to
Australia, as persecution of any nationality does not take place
in the present day Sri Lanka.

The Sri Lankan Government is looking after its minorities so
well: Recently, the country borrowed close to US $3 billion
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from the IMF at high interest rates to spend it on the new
infrastructure for the Tamils. An enormous amount of
infrastructure development has already been undertaken in the
North and Eastern parts of Sri Lanka. Most of the Tamil
refugee camps in the country are now closed. Tamils and
Sinhalese are living in harmony and are friends in the country.
In Colombo City more than 40% of the population is Tamil.

Tamils are indigenous to Tamilnadu. In Tamil Nadu, there are
60 million Tamils living there. And the Tamilnadu government
is ever willing to accept any Sri Lankan Tamil who wants to
live there (there are already 120,000 Sri Lankan Tamils in
camps there). If the Sri Lankan Government is persecuting the
Tamils as falsely alleged by the Tamils who flee to Australia,
then they should go to Tamilnadu which is only 32 km away
from Sri Lanka. Then they do not need to risk their lives and
travel to Australia which is a far away country.

Some months ago, a parliamentary delegation from Tamilnadu
commended the Sri Lankan Government for the excellent
manner in which the IDPs (Internally Displaced Persons) were
treated in the camps and subsequently resettled in their original
places.

If persecution of Tamils are taking place in Sri Lanka (as falsely
claimed by the Tamils to obtain refugee status in Australia) the
Tamilnadu and the Indian Governments would not simply sit
and tolerate such persecution. They will even send their forces
to Sri Lanka to rescue the Tamils. In 1986 India violated Sri
Lankan air space and sent her planes to Sri Lanka in order to
show support for the Tamils. When it comes to the Tamils, Sri
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Lanka is constantly under pressure from India and is under their
most watchful eye. Even 3 weeks ago a delegation of Sri Lankan
Tamil parliamentarians are met with the Prime Minster of India
directly in New Delhi to discuss their problems.

Since India is keeping such a close eye on Sri Lanka, plus rest of
the world, there is no way that Tamils can be ill treated in Sri
Lanka, though they falsely say that this is the case.

The God like manner in which the Sri Lankans (ie, the
Sinhalese) treat the cricketer Muralitharan, who is a Tamil,
shows nothing else but their inestimable love for the Tamils. If
the Sinhalese are racists they would not treat Murlaitharan like
that, they do not treat their other Cricketing Hero, Sanath
Jayasuriya, a Sinhalese, like that.

How big is the Tamil asylum seeker problem?

The Tamil people smugglers are now firmly established in a
variety of their bases in Asia. It is feared that they are now using
the former Tamil Tiger vessels to transport the Tamils (each
vessel is said to contain scores of former Tamil Tigers, who are
considered the most vicious terrorist group ever). With so much
money, all the infrastructure in place and there being so much
sympathy for them in Australia (actively promoted by the
Australian Greens, other leftist parties, the ACTU, and some
famous lawyers of Australia), Tamils will continue to come in
very large numbers to Australia. This form of conduct - playing
politics with people to garner votes at the elections, and attempts
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to secure clients for themselves, does not amount to acting in the
best interests of Australia.

When giving asylum to Tamils, Australia must consider the safety
and other concerns of the Sinhalese Sri Lankans living in Australia,
who are the majority of Sri Lankan-Australians living in Australia

By encouraging Tamils only to come to Australia illegally in
boats, including former Tamil Tigers, the lives of the Sinhalese
in Australia are kept in danger. Those who talk against the
Tamil Tigers in Australia are taking a great risk in their own
lives by coming out in the open to criticise them.

There are Tamil thugs in this country who have harmed innocent
Sinhalese who live here. Then the Tamil Tigers are keep coming
to Australia in the boats.

When the Tamil Tigers were defeated, some angry Tamils went
on a rampage attacking innocent Sinhalese living in Australia.
Acid was thrown at two innocent Sinhalese students in Sydney.
Those two students had nothing to do with Tamils. They had
only come back after a hard day’s work in the middle of night
and went to sleep. They were attacked while they were in deep
sleep. They had not even known these Tamil thugs before. This
incident happened immediately after, the Tamil Tigers were
militarily defeated.

Within a few days of the Tiger defeat, about five Sinhalese
shops in Melbourne were attacked by Tamils.
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Because some Sinhalese people are talking against the Tamil
Tigers and Tamil Diaspora it is possible that they could be
harmed in Australia.

There is no special protection afforded by the Australian
Security to those who criticise the Tamil Tigers and Tamil
Diaspora.

On the other hand, there is emphasis only on the protection of
Tamils who allegedly flee’ persecution’ in Sri Lanka. Australia
should not be acting in a biased manner.

By encouraging the influx of Tamil boat people, Australia is
damaging the current equilibrium of Sinhalese/Tamils in
Australia which is about 70/30. Today more and more Tamils
are coming to Australia not the Sinhalese. This trend is
extremely damaging to Australia —the ethnic equilibrium that
existed in the country throughout the years must be maintained,
as Sinhalese have been exceptionally good settlers of this
country.

Why is it important that the Tamil boat people to Australia must
not be accepted?

Australia must be protected from illegal arrivals, especially
illegal boat arrivals. We do not want mass murderers, rapists
and child killers to be inundated within Australia. It is too naive
to say that these people will not resort to violence in Australia.
One day these people could cause massive chaos and carnage in
Australia.
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There is no doubt that with time the Tamil Tigers who will be
allowed to stay in Australia as terrorists will resort to untold
criminal activities — this is what is happening in the large Tamil
ghettos that have popped up in western countries like the UK,
the USA, Canada, France, Norway the Netherlands and
Germany.

We must not forget that Tamil Tigers were the most brutal
terrorists that could ever be imagined. They split open bellies of
rural pregnant Sinhalese mothers, Killed rural Sinhalese infants
after grabbing them from feeding mothers and then smashing
them down on the ground, killed Buddhist and Muslim priests
cold bloodedly and committed various other brutal and heinous
crimes against the Sinhalese (and some Muslims) such as
suicide bombings, rape, bus bombings, and the Kkilling of
thousands Sinhalese , Muslim and innocent Tamils by numerous
other brutal ways.

Not all Tamil asylum seekers are ex terrorists, most are good,
decent people. But even if each boat contains a few ex-terrorists
this is a great cause for alarm. Australians are peace-loving,
compassionate people. Their kindness should not be taken for
granted and it should not be seen as a weakness. By allowing
any crook to get into Australia by boats, well, Australia is
placing its citizens’ lives and national security at very grave
risk.

The way the Tamil boat people have confronted the authorities
in the boats berthed in Indonesia (also of those who were on the
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Oceanic Viking), has not created a positive impression upon the
average Australian.

As long as there are people smugglers with rickety old boats,
and those who are eager to have a good life in Australia, the
problem of asylum seekers will exacerbate in the future, not
decline. People smugglers will devise new methods to counter
the strategies adopted by the Australian Government, and they
have little concern for the cargo that they carry, as long as their
wallets are filled with dollars. Thus far only they have won, not
the Australian Government (more than 150 boats have arrived in
Australia this year alone!).

What else must Australia do to stop the Tamil Boats to Australia?

Even though the Australian Government states the contrary, it is
possible that the Sri Lankan Government is not too keen to stop
the Tamils leaving the Sri Lankan shores in boats. Who
wouldn’t like to palm off bad rubbish to another country,
especially when the cargo may contain deadly ex terrorists? Sri
Lanka’s redress may cause a headache in Australia. It could be
that Sri Lanka considers Australia as its dumping ground
(Australia and New Zealand are the only western countries that
did not ban the Tamil Tigers) and it is believed that Australia is
still a strong fundraising country for the Tamil Tigers.
Fundraising by the Tamil Tigers is now dead in Sri Lanka and
most of the western countries (all of them have banned the
Tamil Tigers), but the Tamil Tigers are very much alive in
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Australia. Australia has given them somewhat a free hand to
operate.

It is now costing enormous amounts of money to bring all
peoples in Sri Lanka together. Australia must positively assist
Sri Lanka in this regard.

Why is it difficult to have a rational debate about the boat people in
Australia?

In Australia those who criticise the Tamil Boat rort that is going
on are blamed and condemned as racists and inhuman. It has
become politically incorrect in Australia to speak against the
illegal boat arrivals. Some political party leaders would
condemn anyone who tries to show the true picture. They know
they can win votes on the back of the refugee label. This is
unhealthy and not in the best interests of Australia, and could
become a dangerous modus operandi for the country.

What Australians do not know is that there are Sinhalese also
coming on those boats (this shows that Sri Lankans are not
fleeing the country due to persecution). Whenever Sinhalese
boat people are found they are immediately sent back to Sri
Lanka. Some Sinhalese are known to have been successful in
falsely claiming that they are Tamils.

The manner in which the Tamil asylum seekers obtain refugee
status in Australia
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It is believed if you are a Tamil from Sri Lanka, there is a 98%
success rate for obtaining refugee status in Australia.

The Sri Lankan Tamils know that within a few years of arriving
in Australia, they will get their PR (permanent residence) and
that they will get to own their beautiful home in Australia --
something they might never have been able to achieve during
their lifetime should they have stayed in Sri Lanka.

The advantage for the Sri Lankan Tamils is that they have all the
help and assistance available to them from the Sri Lankan Tamil
Diaspora in Australia, which is highly organised. They also get
assistance ~ from leftist Awustralian Political Parties (the
Australian Greens, Socialist Alliance etc.) and much sympathy
from the ACTU and other trade unions.

Apart from the Tamil boat people, thousands of more Tamils
have been granted refugee status in Australia, especially those
who have come on Visitor, Student and other Temporary Visas.
As stated before some of these Tamils are not travelling to
Australia from Sri Lanka but from other countries like Malaysia
(eg. The boat currently berthed in Merak). As stated before there
are 60 million Tamils living in Tamilnadu, India. When they
come here, they can say they are Sri Lankan Tamils because
they know the chance of obtaining refugee status becomes very
high (it is well known that the boat people usually come without
any travel or other identity documents, thus to find out their
correct country of origin is pretty difficult).
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It is very easy for the Tamils to get refugee status here in
Australia. It is stated that there are syndicates of Tamil
lawyers/migration agents and other professionals who will
advise the Tamils on how to put in the best possible refugee
application. Tamil lawyers/migration agents are stated to have
obtained suitable precedents from the Australian Courts
(including the High Court) and they also use aspects of the
reports of Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch,
International Crisis Group etc, to further the Tamil refugee
claims. UNHCR merely rubber stamps each and every Tamil
asylum seeker application, so it is very easy for the Tamils to
obtain refugee status in Australia.

Problems with Australia’s onshore refugee assessment
system

Sadly, with our onshore refugee system in Australia, it has come
to a situation where the best and most successful refugee
applications have the most blatant lies. As stated before, there
are people who coach and guide refugee applicants on how to
best give evidence at the Tribunal, etc. Some even teach people
how to cry before the Tribunal members. People are taking
undue advantage of Australia’s most compassionate,
humanitarian system to get refugee status. Members of the RRT
(Refugee Review Tribunal) and UNHCR may have a vested
interested in granting refugee status willy nilly even to dubious
refugee applicants, so that they may continue to keep their jobs.
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It is time to investigate the functions of the UNHCR/Refugee
Review Tribunal.

How should Australia accept its refugees and control the current
problems of its refugee program?

If Australia wants to accept 100% genuine refugees then the
screening of them must be done within the source country itself.
Genuine refugees most of the time do not have the means and
the ability to flee in boats/planes and pay thousands of dollars to
people smugglers. Genuine refugees are the ones who are
trapped in camps in their respective source countries. They are
left with the clothes that they are wearing. It is they that
Australia must go seek, not those who come to our shores
illegally and some who behave in a thug type manner.

For Australia to say that they have accepted the asylum seekers
into this country after thorough checks of their character is
nothing but a farce: for migration purposes, Australia only wants
a police report to be provided by the person’s resident country.
Getting forged documents is easy from countries like Sri Lanka.
People will always bribe government officials, etc. and get the
report they want. Otherwise, they can change their names. If you
change your name it will be especially difficult for the local
police to find your whereabouts in Sri Lanka. In areas like
Jaffna, where the Tamils ran a defacto state for several years, the
local Sri Lankan police do not have records of the people in
those areas as there had not been any police stations in the areas.
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Will the Tamil (and other) boats eventually die down?

It was the then Prime Minster of Malaysia who once stated that
if Australia would not open up its boarders to the people of
neighbouring countries who live in crowded conditions they
should get into boats and travel to Australia by force. The trend
of the boat people will continue for years to come. It is reported
that 35 Vietnamese boat people arrived in Australia few weeks
ago. What is the push factor for them to leave Vietnam? None.
The pull factor for them to reach Australia? Enormous.

What if the millions of Chinese or Indians decide to get into
boats and come to Australia one day? Anything of this nature
can happen in the future, it is not mere speculation.

Australia must be ready now to face any situation that may
happen in the future, bearing in mind that the people smugglers
are using very sophisticated methods to sell their product.

Hence, Australia must have a sound, coherent policy to tackle
this most-alarming problem.

The truth about the Tamil asylum seekers to Australia

Although there had been Sinhalese in the Tamil Tiger boats (a
rare occurrence) to our knowledge, in the last 5 years, not a
single Sinhalese person has been granted asylum in Australia.
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Some Sinhalese have obtained refugee status claiming them to
be Sri Lankan Tamils.

Why is a proper discourse in Australia about the Tamil boats
required?

It is unfortunate that the media and the politicians in Australia
are mum about the Tamil violence in Australia. Not a single
human rights organisation came forward to offer sympathy to
the two innocent Sinhalese students who were covered with acid
in Sydney, nor the Sinhalese shopkeepers who faced attacks in
major cities in Australia. This form of conduct is not fair and
shows hypocrisy.

What will the asylum seeker problem in Australia be like in the
future?

As suggested and encouraged by the former leader of Malaysia,
the number of asylum seekers to Australia will increase
dramatically over the years to come. They will not come only
from Sri Lanka or Afghanistan but from many other countries
around.

It is only a matter of time before the people smugglers become
well-established in those countries.

Australia is surrounded by number of Asian and South Pacific
Island countries. It will be a hop, skip and a jump away for
someone who can get into a boat and travel to Australia. This
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will happen in greater numbers in times to come. Hence,
Australia must have strong mechanisms to face these situations,
given that our coast line is enormous.

e The illegal arrivals to the country will affect the Australian way
of life (it is already hitting us badly).

e OQur future generations should not be faced with this problem,
we must deal with this now. After the problem is entrenched
with more and more people smugglers having established their
foothold in many other surrounding countries to Australia, and
having to face thousands of boats coming to our shores, we
might say, “sorry, we have to lost the course” (of course the do-
gooders like Bob Brown, Sarah Hanson-Young and the
prominent lawyers who actively promote the granting of asylum
to the boat people may say it is no problem at all, because it is a
problem faced by the present-day and future average Australian,
not those who may derive a benefit directly or indirectly from
the problem.

e |t is true that the Australian Government somewhat nipped the
problem in the bud during Howard era by introducing the
Pacific Solution. But it might not be enough to stop the boats,
the only and best solution will be to turning back the boats.

Let’s do justice for those who are already in the queue

e There are thousands of people in the world who are trying to
come to Australia legally. After paying their visa fees and
lawyers’ fees, they have to wait in agony for several years.
These are highly educated, highly skilled, English-speaking,
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good people. How would these people feel about the whole
situation — should they also jump into a boat and come to
Australia rather than waiting in agony for so many years?

Again, the war in Sri Lanka finished more than 15 months ago.
As stated before, those who were in camps have now been
resettled. Those Tamils who are still in the camps have full
freedom of movement. In Sri Lanka, they are currently living in
conditions that are reasonably good. There is absolutely no
reason for the Tamils to come to Australia illegally now in
boats.

The end

The fact that the Rudd Government had pandered to the gallery
and exacerbated the problem, the tree of illegal migration has
grown an enormous extent, and it continues to spread its roots
too widely like a large octopus spreading its many legs.

The regional solution and the Pacific solution are too
difficult to be adopted, we ask that the boats be safely towed
back by the Australian Navy to their source destinations, so
that the boat people will be safely returned*. Australia must
work closely with the source countries. Giving money to East
Timor and Nauru will be like pouring water into an empty
bucket.

*in actual fact this solution is the best, more practical, humane
way to treat the asylum seekers and they send a definite,
deterring message to the people smugglers. People smugglers
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must be sentenced to lengthy prison sentences and their
rickety boats must be burnt down in front of their own eyes.

e Again, Australia must act courageously and boldly to get rid of
this dangerous menace.

e We hope that there will be correct, bold leadership in Australia
to tackle the problem of people smuggling. What we need is a
permanent solution to the problem, not a bandaging the
problem.

Chanaka Bandarage, Barrister at-Law
(President, Sri Lanka Support Group)

The writer has exceptional, specialised knowledge of Australian asylum
seekers laws, policies and history; he has written this article without
affiliation to any political party in Australia and with only the best
interests of Australia and Sri Lanka in mind.
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This year, 2015, marks the bicentenary of the
Kandyan Convention- Did Sri Lanka lose
sovereignty due to supremacy of the British

Empire or Sinhala infighting?
Posted in Lankaweb on June 29th, 2015

Chanaka Bandarage

By late 18" Century, the mighty British were ruiling pockets of Sri
Lanka; despite strenuous attempts they were unsuccessful in taking
over the whole country. During this time they had taken over the reins
from the Dutch, yet, a major portion of the country was ruled and
controlled by the Sinhala, Buddhist Kingdom from ‘Mahanuwera’. The
Kingdom’s northern boundary extended to the current day, Elephant
Pass.

True, the King, Sri Wickrama Rajasinghe, was not a native Sinhalese (a
Tamil speaking Telugu from South India), but, he carried out his duties
as a true Sinhala Buddhist. Being nephew of the King, Sri Rajadhi
Rajasinghe (1782-1798), Prince, Kannasamy Nayaka (ascended to the
throne as Sri Wickrama Rajasinghe) was raised in Sri Lanka and was
brought up as a Sinhala, Buddhist. Upon the demise of his uncle,
Kannasamy Nayaka was handpicked as the King of ‘Thun Sinhale’ by
Sri__Rajadhi Rajasinghe’s Prime Minister (‘Maha Adhikaram’),
Pilimathalawe. It was Sri Wickrama Rajasinghe that gave further high
prominence to ‘Dalada Perahera’; he modernised the Dalada Maligawa
where among other things he built the  magnificent
‘Paththiriuppuwa’, ‘Wahalkada’ and beautiful temple ponds. By way
of ‘Nindagam’ he donated more land to the Dalada Maligawa. The
work to construct the Kandy Lake to its tremendous glory, as seen
today, was another achievement by the King.
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The aristocratic Sinhala, Buddhist leaders of the Upcountry conspired
with the British to bring the King’s downfall. Those who were in the
forefront of the conspiracy such as Ehelepola (nephew of
Pilimathalawe), Eknaligoda, Molligoda, Galagoda Adhikaram et al
foolishly thought that after removing the King, the British would hand
power to them, on a platter. The British always had other ideas. Though
mightiest of all the then Empires — ruled under the iron fist of George
I11, Sri Lanka was one of the few places that it failed to capture
wholesomely. For closer to 20 years, hundreds of British troops
sacrificed their lives in several of their unsuccessful attempts to capture
the Kandyan kingdom. Each of their attempts was unsuccessful. The
wars waged by the Governors Frederick North, Thomas Maitland
and Robert Brownrigg are noteworthy.

After the 1815 Sinhala-British pact was signed (the Kandyan
Convention), the British did not respect/honour the document. One
could say they regarded it useless than the paper it was written on.

When the Sinhalese realised the mistake and their foolish act, all was
too late.

In the latter part of his kingdom, the King also did stupid things. In
1814, the King did the stupid act of killing Ehelapola’s wife and
children (Ehelepola was rebelling against the King in Sabaragamuwa);
this along with his other eccentric acts perpetrated under the influence
of heavy alcohol — whiskey (introduced to him by the British, through
Sinhala aristocrats), tainted the reputation the King had among his
subjects. For majority of the reign (1798 — 1815), Sri Wickrama
Rajasinghe was a reasonably good King, but, his rule was full of
turbulence. Often he faced opposition from his aristocratic Sinhala
Buddhist Ministers. Upon realization that the Ministers were adamant
in hounding him down and that he had no getaway, Sri Wickrama
Rajasinghe became ‘mad’ and eccentric. But, he never betrayed his
nation and the religion. Throughout his reign, he kept the powerful
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British army away from the kingdom. This is a remarkable
achievement.

If the Sinahala Buddhists wanted to overthrow Sri Wickrama
Rajasinghe, they should have conspired against him themselves, rather
than conniving with the British.

They had not learnt a lesson from the previous similar pacts the Sinhala
kings had with the Portuguese and the Dutch.

After the King fled to Hanguranketha in January 1815, the aristocrats, if
smart, could have captured the kingdom themselves (true, the King held
the custody of the sacred Tooth Relic). Instead, they (led by
Ehelepola), foolishly decided to hand the country to the British,
precisely, on 10 March 1815.

A regal act of the King was that he never bowed down to the British,
even after his capture. When he was captured from his hideout in ‘Meda
Mahanuwera’ , he refused to walk, but, demanded ‘dolawas’ for him
and his wives (2). The British obeyed; though some Sinhala leaders like
Eknaligoda insulted him. Before repatriation to India, the King made a
powerful speech to the British officials in Colombo, asserting that he
would not accept their annexation of his kingdom and that he was still
the King of ‘Kanda Udarata’ (Thun Sinahale). At this meeting he also
stated he did not order the pounding of Ehelepola’s infant son in a rice
pounder (wangediya). He foolishly tried to justify the gruesome
murders of Ehelepola’s wife, his daughters and the sister-in-law by
drowning them in Kandy lake (a despicable crime); stating that he only
carried out an ancient custom. He alleged Ehelepola was forewarned
about the executions, and that Ehelepola purposely decided to
remain in Sabaragamuwa.

The writer states it was a stupid act by the aristocrats to seek Britain’s
help to overthrow the King. They did not seem to have the
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intelligence/wisdom to fathom that the British rule would be more
torturous than that of the King’s. When they realised the real brutality
of the British, happened more or less immediately after the pact; as
stated before, all was too late. Hundreds and thousands of innocent
Sinhala Buddhists , notably in Wellassa, were massacred by the British
from 1815 to 1818. They even killed some of the aristocrats who
helped them to capture power, including Weera Keppetipola, who was a
signatory to the Kandyan Convention (Keppetipola, albeit too late, led a
spectacular rebellion against the British in 1818 where he displayed
exceptional heroism). Even the main aristocratic leader, Ehelepola was
captured and imprisoned (in Mauritius).

On this 200™ anniversary of the Sinhale — British 1815 pact (signed on
2 March 1815), it is not too late for the British to apologise to the direct
descendants of the Sinahala Buddhist families that suffered from their
brutal carnage. The atrocities committed were crimes against humanity
of unimaginable proportions. It is not too late for the British to pay
compensation to the direct descendants of their atrocities — a
recommendation made by the Sinhala Commission in the early 2000s.
On behalf of few Uva families (direct innocent descendants of the
atrocities), Sri Lanka Support Group (Global) has decided to take up the
issue of compensation with the British Government.

The writer is the President of Sri Lanka Support Group (Global)

40 Responses to “This year, 2015, marks the bicentenary of the Kandyan
Convention- Did Sri Lanka lose sovereignty due to supremacy of the British
Empire or Sinhala infighting?”

1. Lorenzo Says:
The main reason for the fall of the SINHALE KINGDOM in 1815 was
Singhalese trusted a TAMIL.

2. Lorenzo Says:
BREAKING NEWS — parliament dissolved, elections on August 17.
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Susantha Wijesinghe Says:
CHANAKA I SO NICE TO SEE YOU BACK.
DO YOU KNOW THAT THERE IS A TUNNEL FROM THE
MALIGAWA TO THE KANDY LAKE OUT HOUSE.

LANKAPUTHRA Says:
June 26th, 2015 at 7:11 pm
Lorenzo, The last king of Lanka was a cannibal,

Chanaka B Says:
Lorenzo, My replies are below in response to your statements (in inverted
commas)

“The main reason for the fall of the SINHALE KINGDOM in 1815 was
Singhalese trusted a TAMIL.”

— It was the Sinhala aristocracy that picked him as their King; so blame the
Sinhalese, not the King. One thing is sure, Sri Wickrama Rajasinghe never
betrayed the country; he fought on. Working to preserve the country’s
sovereignty is most important than anything else.

“True, the King, Sri Wickrama Rajasinghe, was not a native Sinhalese (a
Tamil speaking Telugu from South India), but, he carried out his duties as a
true Sinhala Buddhist.” —

Chanaka B Says:
Hi Susantha. Yes, | have heard the story, but, unaware of the truth. If true
(the tunnel), it is a remarkable achievement
Sir Walter Griffin designed the Canberra Lake after he saw the Kandy Lake —
a very beautiful manmade creation that all Sri Lankans can be immensely
proud of

Independent Says:
“True, the King, Sri Wickrama Rajasinghe, was not a native Sinhalese (a
Tamil speaking Telugu from South India), but, he carried out his duties as a
true Sinhala Buddhist.”

— I don’t understand how a king who kills children as a punishment to father
can be considered as “carried out his duties as a true Sinhala Buddhist. This
is an insult to Buddhism.

Lorenzo Says:
Chanaka,
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That Tamil was made king because Singhalese were divided and in-fighting.
It should NOT have happened.

| agree with the main topic of the article — Did Sri Lanka lose sovereignty
due to supremacy of the British Empire or Sinhala infighting?

Chanaka B Says:

Lorenzo, the Nayaks dynasty ruled Sri Lanka for about 80 years. Altogether,
there were fourTelegu kings. It was the Sinhala Adhikarams who selected
those kings. Sri Wickrama Rajasinghe was the last.
I did not try to whitewash Sri Wickrama Rajasinghe. | outlined the gruesome
atrocities he committed. My attempt was to analyse the issue —whether or not
Sinhala infighting caused the loss of sovereignty. Anagarika Dharmapala in
his diaries (compiled by Dr Ananda Guruge) blamed the Sinhalese for
working with the British to overthrow the King. He stated we should have
stuck with the King. Surely, the great patriot (especially a person who lived
under the British rule), knew what he was talking about.

Susantha Wijesinghe Says:
HEY CHANAKA !l In that film, they show Sampath entering into the water
from the Maligawa end, and then coming out into the Kandy Lake out house,
right opposite the Maligawa.
June 27th, 2015 at 7:19 am
”Had there been a SINGHALA BUDDHIST king we should have survived
1815 as we survived previous attempts.”

Chanaka B Says:
June 27th, 2015 at 9:03 am
From Vijaya onwards Sinhala kings brought women from South India for
marriage. It is probably for their own convenience to avoid internal conflicts
and disputes.
In the 17th and 18th century, the Kandy kings received military support from
the Nayaks (Governors of Vijayanagara Empire) to fight off the Portuguese
and the Dutch.
When the last Sinhala King of Sri Lanka, Narendrasinghe died without an
offspring, the brother of his Madurai Nayak Queen succeeded the throne
under the coroneted name of Sri Vijaya Rajasinghe. Thus, in 1739 there
began the Nayak rule in the Kandy kingdom, which lasted closer to 80 years.
Though they were Telegus, unlike the Cholas and Maghas, the Nayaks were
not people of evil.
It is not incorrect to say that there was a great revival of Buddhism during the
Nayaks period.
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The Nayaks, devoted a great deal of time to the furtherance of Buddhism. For
example, Sri Vijaya Rajasinghe (1739 — 1747) is said to have caused life
sized images of Buddha in recumbent, standing and sitting postures to be cut
in the rock caves in various parts of the country. His reign also marked
several conflicts with the Dutch who were ruling the coastal provinces, based
on trading issues. The King destroyed churches and initiated a persecution
against the Portuguese and Dutch, which was continued under his brother-in-
law, Kirti Sri Rajasinghe. It ceased only because the King considered that
certain calamities which fell upon the country were due to his action.

Kirti Sri Rajasinghe (1747 — 1782). devoted his reign to the advancement of
Sinhala literature and Buddhism. The king, got down learned Bhikkus from
Siam (Thailand) for the purpose of advancing Buddhism in Sri Lanka, and
established the Siam Nikaya. He also built Raja Maha Vihara (Gangarama) in
Kandy. He built the existing inner temple of the Sacred Tooth Relic, and
caused the Mahavansa chronicle to be continued from the time of
Pardkkamabahu IV down to his own reign.

In 1761 Kirti Sri Rajasinghe attacked the Dutch garrisons and forts at Matara,
Katuwana and Tangalle, completely destroying them, and killing hundreds of
Dutch while some surrendered and ended as prisoners.

In order to revenge the humiliation, the new Dutch governor had plans to
attack Kandy, but the weakness in fortification and garrison forbade him. The
Governor wished the King to cede the three four and seven Korales and
Puttlam and hand over the entire coastline of the island to the Dutch. The
King was not agreeable to any demand that diminished his sovereignty and
was deliberately delaying a settlement hoping for help from the English in
Madras after his discussion and negotiations with John Pybus in 1762 (an
English writer in Madras).

John Pybus in his notes described the King as a man of tolerable stature, and
very brisk in his movements. Pybus was amazed as to how the Kandyans had
managed to fight a war with Dutch and had captured Matara Dutch Fort. He
wrote that “They had put every European to the sword except two officers
who are now prisoners of the country.”

The King, Kirti Sri Rajasinghe, died on 2 January 1782, of the injuries
caused two months before by a fall from his horse after a reign of 35 years
which the people saw as a period of religious revival; they had a sentimental
attachment to the King.

Sri Rajadhi Rajasinghe who became the next King (1782-1798) was the
brother of Kirti Sri Rajasinghe. A very sophisticated person, he spoke many
languages amongst which were Pali and Sanskrit. A lavish patron of
Buddhism, he was a great aficionado of poetry and he himself was a poet. He
died childless in 1798 without nominating a successor.
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The burden to find a successor fell on Pilimathalawe, the first Adhikaram
(Prime Minister). There was a rival claimant to succeed King Sri Rajadhi
Rajasinghe, the late King’s brother, who had a stronger claim. However,
Pilimatalawe, choose Prince Kannasamy Nayaka to the Kandyan throne, with
the deep seated plans to usurp the throne to set a new dynasty of his own.
Pilimitalawe plotted to overthrow the King and seize the crown for himself,
but his plot was discovered, and, having been pardoned on two previous
occasions, he was finally executed. As stated in the article, the King, Sri
Wickrama Rajasinghe (1798-1815), upon ascending the throne at the young
age of 18, faced many conspiracies and reigned through one of the most
turbulent periods in Sri Lanka’s history.

Fran Diaz Says:
June 27th, 2015 at 2:31 pm
Chanaka,
Thank you for the interesting write up on Lanka history.
Chanaka, | wonder what you think of this version of events in Lanka ?

Lorenzo Says:
June 27th, 2015 at 3:40 pm
That is right Chanaka. But they never made these south Indian queens and
their relatives kings until later in history.

Chanaka B Says:
June 27th, 2015 at 6:00 pm
Fran, there is sense in the story.
Pilimathalawe who handpicked Kannasamy as the King was the mentor and
chief advisor for the young King. It is not incorrect to say that Pilimathalawe
basically ran the kingdom. Pilimathalawe always had the ulterior motive of
becoming the King himself; he started covert operations with the British to
provoke the King into acts of aggression. Pilimathalawe thought this would
give the British an excuse to seize the Kingdom, and through them he can
become the King. For example, Pilimathalawe manipulated the King into
beginning a military conflict with the British, who at that time had gained a
strong position in the coastal provinces. War was declared and on March 22,
1803 the British entered Kandy with no resistance, But, cunning Sri
Wickrama Rajasinghe fled to the interior leaving Pilimathalawe in charge.
Pilimathalawe had no other alternative but to massacre the British garrison in
Kandy (in June)- and restored the King to the throne. Pilimathalawe’s great
desire to become the King never ended. The King had to execute him, albeit
reluctantly.
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It is because of the gratitude the king had to Pilimathalawe that he appointed
Pilimathalawe’ s nephew, Ehelepola, as the new Maha Adhikaram. But,
Ehelepola followed his uncle’s pathway. A rebellion instigated by him was
suppressed, where he fled to the South and joined the British. After failing to
surrender (after 3 weeks’ of notice), the exasperated King dismissed
Ehelepola, confiscated his lands, and ordered the imprisonment and
execution of his wife and children. The King was acting like a mad man
during that time. A propagandized account of the execution was widely
circulated by sympathisers; especially by Molligoda and Eknaligoda. The
people in Kandy started to hate the King.

If one applies the 1815 scenario to today, | think infighting is tolerable as
long as they are done in the best interests of the country. When the
paramount concern for infighting is personal benefit (not the best interests of
the nation), then, it is a recepie for disaster, The enemy forces will not
hesitate to grab the opportunity and take the upper hand.

| say Ehelepola et al wanted to overthrow the drunkard King, for the primary
reason of acquiring power for themselves. If their 1st thought was the
country, they should not have made deals with the arch enemy, the British.
Lorenzo, your two statements:

“Had a Singhalese king ruled Kandy in 1815, the Kandyan Kingdom would
never have fallen.
Had a Singhalese king ruled Jaffna the 17th century, the Jaffna Kingdom
would never have fallen.”

One could also argue that it was thanks to the Nayaks (Nayakkars) that
Kandy was safe for the entire 80 years of their reign. Did the Dutch have to
leave Sri Lanka due to the military tactics and commitment displayed by the
Nayaks? If Ehelepola et al did not hand the Kandy kingdom on a platter to
the British, was it still possible for the British to capture Kandy so easily. Or
would they have been confined to the coastal areas, just like the Portuguese
and the Dutch?

It was the Portuguese who captured Jaffna in the late 16h century (in 1591
precisely) The Nayaks were not there then. Kandy was ruled by
Vimaladharmasuriya 1.

These hypothetical situations can be answered in a similar hypothetical way —
like the expression ‘whether the glass is half empty or half full’.

Fran Diaz Says:
Chanka,
Many thanks. Now the whole Kandyan history picture is fairly clear on the
Last Days of Kingdom there.
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I do totally agree with you that infighting will be tolerated ONLY so long as
it serves the country as a whole and a wholesome purpose is served at the end
of the day. However, I think it is far better if serious infighting is avoided by
small fry countries like Lanka as infighting can be misconstrued — like a
shove turning into fisticuffs. It will require high political wisdom to back off
at the right time, for the sake of the country. I hope our politicos know this
fact and wisdom prevails, always.

Fran Diaz Says:
Sorry, typo. Read as “Chanaka”.

LANKAPUTHRA Says:
It is ok, but do not confuse the Kandian History. Wimaladrmasooya was from
Kote Rajadhniya and had nothing to do with Kandy. Last so called KING, the
Malabhar man was a cannibal he raped and ate the breast of Ahalepola
desawas’s wife, also ate her other children.

Chanaka B Says:
June 28th, 2015 at 9:52 pm
Lankaputhra,
I was talking about Vimaladharmasuriya I, also known as Konappu Bandara.
He was the king of Kandy from 1590 to 1604. He is renowned for repulsing
two major Portuguese offensives in to Kandy, the battle of Danture in 1594
and the Battle of Balana in 1602, in both of which the Portuguese were
humiliatingly defeated. When Dharmapala died (1597), the Sinhalese in
Kotte treated Vimaladharmasuriya | as their king. They turned to him for
support against the Portuguese. He was the only Sinhala king left at that time.
Fran, | fully agree.
Whether at work or at home, infighting should be avoided at all times. It is a
recepie for disaster.
In politics, the applicable principle as | stated before is whether or not a
person is acting in the best interests of the country. If one conspires against
the country with enemies or plunders public wealth that belongs to the
citizens, he/she cannot be acting in the best interests of the nation. When one
makes money by stealing or other means of corruption; there is no stopping
of that person (it is like the behaviour of an heroin addict). Like
Pilimathalawe and Ehelepola, they will not hesitate to make deals with arch
enemies for personal benefit; not knowing or being reckless as to their action
— that they can even affect sovereignty. | herein talk generally about how the
principle works in relation to politics. I am not referring to any particular
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present day individual or a political party. As you know in Sri Lanka, there is
corruption in most spectrums of the politics.

The sad thing is that in contemporary Sri Lanka, the entire public discourse
seems to be focused on politics. It seems, there is not much interest to write
about social, cultural, history, literature, health and many other things.

I am pleased that through this article and the subsequent comments, | was
able to give an interpretation as to what happened in the Kandyan kingdom in
the 18th and 19th centuries. Of course, people can give other interpretations,
for example, by Lorenzo and Lankaputhra.

Though they were foreigners, the Nayak kings were not too bad rulers
(leaving aside the last stages of Sri Wickrama Rajasinghe). They got
themselves converted to Buddhism and acted like Sinahala Buddhists (in
contrast, the British rulers promoted their own culture and religion). Nayaks
were Tamil speaking Telegus. As you know, their origin is Andra Pradesh,
(present day Bangalore is the capital -where Sai Baba was living). In the 16th
-18th centuries the Nayaks (Telegus) ran a vibrant empire (part of the former
Vijanagara empire) from Madras, ruling the whole of Tamilnadu. It was a
very significant empire. Our Indian (estate) Tamil brethren are not decedents
of the Nayaks (Telegus); they were brought in by the British (as a result of
the 1815 Convention). Some say Sri Lanka’s ‘Ahikuntakayas’ (gypsy people)
who speak Telengu, are descendants of the Nayaks. | have not come across
any research on this.

In regards to securing compensation for the descendants of the innocent
victims of the rebellion — in Welimada, our Group has identified few families
whose forbearers were indiscriminately killed by the British, soon after the
1815 pact was signed. They are extremely poverty stricken people, living in a
remote village called ‘Palugama’ — a former stronghold of Weera
Keppetipola. The name of the village was so given as during the rebellion,
the British army ransacked the entire village killing all men, even women and
children. The village became empty, hence, was called ‘Palugama’. Even
today, it is called by that name. The British set fire to people’s paddy fields,
granaries and even killed farm animals that were used to plough the paddy
fields. Yes, it will be very difficult to win some form of compensation for
these descendants of the British atrocities, but, at least we want to put the
record straight and bring their story to the attention of the British authorities.

Lorenzo Says:
Chanaka,
Nayak kings were GOOD. But KANNASAMY was bad. He should have
acted more responsibly especialy when SL was under threat.
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Chanaka B Says:
Lorenzo
SW Rajasinghe did not betray the nation at any stage
Apart from that, you and I are in agreement

Fran Diaz Says:
Chanaka,
Thank you very much for all write here. Education re the past in the most
accurate way is so important.
What you say is absolutely true.
INFIGHTING MUST BE AVOIDED. Infighting will mean gaps left open for
foreign powers to take over the country or parts of it.

Chanaka B Says:
Thanks Fran. The good thing is that in a democracy, people decide who they
want as their representatives. It is the people’s responsibility to oust
corruptors and appoint good ones. Lately, people seem to have not taken their
responsibility too seriously. A Code of Conduct for the parliamentarians? — a
good thing as long as those who breach same are disciplinarily dealt with

RohanJay Says:
Its interesting regarding that period. However, | am not sure Sri Lankan
historians have overlooked one important aspect of that period. 1770s-1815.
It is well Known that during this period the British were fighting the
American Colonists who wanted to break from Britain.

LANKAPUTHRA Says:
Chanaka, | apologize, my mistake | hate this Royal Asiatic Society, some
times author names get mixed up. You gave a good history lesson.

Chanaka B Says:
Lankaputhra, thanks for the correction. It is courageous for you to seek the
apology; a noble act in this day and age. Yes, the apology is given. Whether
or not Sri Wickrama Rajasinghe was a Cannibal; I am not sure. Let’s do more
research about this.

Fran, about Kannasamy; true his real whereabouts are not fully known.
Clearly, he was not a close relative of Sri Rajadhi Rajasinghe (1782-1798),
but a distant one. I’ve heard a story (oral) that Kannasamy (18) was loitering
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in Kandy streets, when Pilimathalawe picked him. If he called Pilimathalwe
‘aahttha’, well, that’s opening up a new Pandora’s Box!

Independent Says:
| said earlier killing of an infant, two children and the mother was good
enough to refute the claim this Tamil man “carried out his duties as a true
Sinhala Buddhist”.

LANKAPUTHRA Says:
Chanaka, Thanks again for the reply. | got severely reprimanded by my niece
for writing bad things about you. Your sister Asoka was in the same class as
my niece Dinasha Kulathunga, at Vishaka Vidyala in Colombo; (we had a
nick name for her “Bushy” ) who now lives in Australia. You come from a 1
class family; son of Dr DS Bandarage, GM of Levers (Father of Modern
Management of Sri Lanka).

Asanga Says:
Chanaka, Lankaputhra and others,
Thank you for posting this host of enlightening information on the last days
of the Kandyan aristocracy.

Chanaka B Says:

Lankaputhra, all | can say is that you are a man of integrity; something sadly
lacking in today’s society. I admire people with such qualities — may be
because you belong to the ‘bygone era’ where people stressed on good
manners. | have few friends in Florida; what a lovely place. Same tropical
weather as Sri Lankal. As soon as | could verify the facts about his
cannibalism, I will certainly write another piece.
Regards to Dharamasiri Senevirathne’s article on the same topic today, I
commented to Lorenzo that I did not want to whitewash SW Rajasinghe. |
stated that if the Adhikarams wanted to overthrow SW Rajasinghe, that was
ok, but, they should not have connived with the then arch enemy, the
Briritish (thanks to the 1815 Convention, we were stuck with the British for
another 133 years). For 310 years, despite strenuous attempts by them, no
European army was able to capture Kandy (1505 — 1815). It is we who gave
Kandy on a platter to them. What Rajasinghe Il stated in 1656 (third King of
the Kandy Kingdom — 1629 — 1687) “ewc; &zs 88 oxfmn ded” is
applicable to what happened in 1815. In my article | stated the following:
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“If the Sinahala Buddhists wanted to overthrow Sri Wickrama Rajasinghe,
they should have conspired against him themselves, rather than conniving
with the British.

They had not learnt a lesson from the previous similar pacts the Sinhala kings
had with the Portuguese and the Dutch.
After the King fled to Hanguranketha in January 1815, the aristocrats, if
smart, could have captured the kingdom themselves (true, the King held the
custody of the sacred Tooth Relic). Instead, they (led by Ehelepola), foolishly
decided to hand the country to the British, precisely, on 10 March 1815.”
Asanga, | encourage you to study Sri Lankan history — which is fascinating. |
am not a historian myself but a lawyer. Like law, history asks us to
investigate why things happened in a particular way/s (history is not the mere
study of past events)

Fran Diaz Says:
Lesson Learnt : A bad/unstable/inept monarch or leader has spelt the end for
many a country, however good the people. Lankans must choose their
leader/s wisely. Choose only the time tested, trusted ones to lead the country.

LANKAPUTHRA Says:
Fran Diaz, this Siri Wicrama kings did good as well as bad.

samurai Says:
Mr. Gamini Gunawardane read a paper entitled ” A Closer Look at the Fall of
the Last Kingdom of Sinhale in 1815” to mark the 200th year since that tragic
event,
under the auspices of the Royal Asiatic Society of Sri Lanka at the Mahaweli
Center in Colombo on June 29, 2015

Fran Diaz Says:
July 2nd, 2015 at 6:46 am
L’puthra,

Fran Diaz Says:
July 2nd, 2015 at 7:59 am
L’puthra,
When you say Rajasingha Il, you probably mean Sri Wickrema Rajasingha
and not King Rajasingha Il ?
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Chanaka B Says:
July 2nd, 2015 at 8:51 am
Given that it is the 200th anniversary (bicentenary) of the Kandyan
Convention, | believe there should have been more discourse in the country
about this important event (everyone seems to be more interested in the
current politics!). In Europe, ther has been lots of discourse about the
bicentenary of the Battle of Waterloo, which also fell this year (in June).
It is excellent that the Royal Asiatic Society held the discussion last week.
I believe this should be a debating topic for our school children this year.
Fran, when we talk about Rajasinghe Il, we refer to the King who who
reigned from 1629 — 1687 (pre coronation Prince Mahastana); third king of
the Kandy kingdom. He is the King who requested the Dutch to expel the
Portuguese from the island, which they successfully did in 1656.
Rajasinghe | (s8> ces8.%) was the king of Sitawaka. He is known for
his extreme bravery and patriotism. Born as Tikiri Bandara to King
Mayadunne of Sitawaka, the name “Rajasinha” (King of Lions) was given to
him after a fierce battle against the Portuguese.
Lankaputhra erroneously referred to Sri Wickrama Rajasinghe as Rajasinghe
I1. You are again excused! (a minor mistake)

Chanaka B Says:
July 2nd, 2015 at 9:32 am
Rohan Jay
Indeed, the American revolution, France and Sri Lanka are all seemed to be
linked
However in 1815, the British defeated Napoleon (France), true, after the
Kandyan Convention, precisely in June 1815

The then powerful European nations were hell bent on capturing
Sri Lanka and keeping it as a colony. For them, Sri Lanka was
the ultimate Jewel. | believe they were interested in Sri Lanka
not just for its strategic location, but, mainly for economic
reasons. The country had an abundance of resources available
for them (spices, elephants, gems, silver, timber, coffee, tea,
rubber — the list was endless)

During this time, Britain had taken control of Australia; 19th
century was the golden century for them. They went from
strength to strength in that century.
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34. Fran Diaz Says:
Chanaka,
You are correct. Thank you.

35. samurai Says:
have noted several instances where people have confused Sri
Wickrema Rajasinghe with previous Rajasinghes in our history.
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Bandaranaike Assassination— due to Banda

E Chelva pact?
Posted in Lankaweb on September 28th, 2015

Chanaka Bandarage

During the 1956 election campaign Bandaranaike promised to make
Sinhala the only Official language. But, after he came to power he was
slow to implement the promise.

Staunch protests were initiated by nationalists including a fast to death
demonstration by AP Jayasuriya MP, which was strongly supported by
KMP Rajarathne MP and Wimala Wijeyawardena MP, who was also
the then Health Minster. Bandaranaike had no other alternative but to
introduce legislation to legalise his ‘Sinhala Only’ policy. The Act was
passed by a majority in the parliament in 1956.

But, Bandaranaike could not live with his nationalist policy for too
long. The pressure put on him by SJV Chelvanayakam (Federal Party
Leader) was too much, Bandaranaike could no longer take it. He signed
the Bandaranike — Chelvanayakam pact (Banda — Chelva pact) in 1957.
This gave equal status to both Sinhala and Tamil languages and covered
a broad range of areas. Effectively, what the two leaders consented was
to have a federal administrative system in Sri Lanka.

This (Banda — Chelva pact) infuriated the Sinhala Buddhists. There
were mass protests in the country against the pact and Buddhist monks
took the lead role in them. Hundreds of Buddhist monks (about 200)
camped outside of Bandaranike’s Rosmead Place residence.
Bandaranike had to erect a barbed wire fence to keep them away from
entering his residence. Ven Mapitigama Buddharakkitha, the chief
incumbent of the Kelaniya temple was the leading figure who
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marshaled the camping monks. Bandaranaike went out of his house and
met the monks; he promised to abrogate the Banda-Chelva pact. He also
confirmed this in writing and sent a hand written note to the monks
through Wimala Wijeyawardena . The monks dispersed. This was also
in 1957.

The Banda — Chelva pact seriously dented the excellent relationship that
existed between Bandaranike and the Buddhist clergy (and aspects of
the ‘pancha maha balawegaya’). Mapitigama Buddharakkitha had
spent hundreds and thousands of his own money to bring Bandaranike
to power; but, by 1957 the two had become enemies (some say
Buddharakkitha’s animosity towards Bandaranaike was not due to
nationalist reasons, but personal — Bandaranaike refused to award a
lucrative shipping contract to Buddharakkitha’s brother’s company; and
Wimala Wijewardana’s son was also engaged in that business).

Mapitigama Buddharakkitha was an extremely influential monk of the
time. This can be illustrated from the following two incidents:

o After he was sworn in as the Prime Minster, Bandaranike, rather
than paying homage to the sacred tooth relic at the Kandy
temple, went to worship the Kelaniya temple where
Buddharakkitha was the chief incumbent.

o Immediately after Bandaranaike’s death, the then incumbent
Prime Minister, Dahanayaka, requested Buddharakkitha to give
a sermon on national radio praising Bandaranaike, which
Buddharakkitha did (Buddharakkitha was arrested a few days
afterwards).

Buddharakkitha and Wimala Wijeyawardena were close friends, it is
also well known that both were ardent nationalists. There were
incidents to prove this; some are mentioned in this article.
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The Buddhist clergy was angry with Bandaranike about the Banda —
Chelva pact; and by 1959 the pact had very much resurfaced. Despite
his promise to the monks, Bandaranaike was very committed to
implementing the pact. He wanted to bring in legislation to legalise it
(JR Jayawardane initiated a walk from Colombo to Kandy to protest
against the pact which was thwarted by SD Bandaranike MP at
Gampaha). Bandaranike genuinely thought that the pact would bring a
lasting settlement to the Sinhala — Tamil problems (in 1958, the first
ever Sinhala — Tamil communal clashes occurred over the issue of ‘&’
vehicle number plates).

Buddharakkitha and Wimala Wijeyawardena were accused in the
Bandaranike murder trial. The latter was acquitted during the course of
the proceedings, but, Buddharakkitha was convicted and sentenced to
death. The death sentence was commuted to a life imprisonment by the
1965 Dudley Senanayake government. Buddharakkitha died in the
prison, at the age of 46.

The primary suspect of the murder trial was Ven Thalduwe Somarama
(4™ accused of the trial). It was alleged that Buddharakkitha used
Somarama to commit the murder.

Somarama was also a well-known nationalist. He lived at a temple in
Borella. He was an Ayurveda Physician and a lecturer at the Borella
Ayurveda College. He hailed from a paddy farming family in Mathara.
He became a monk when he was 14. He was ordained at the age of 21
in Kandy. After he was found guilty of the murder by the jury, he was
hanged to death in 1962. He was 47 then.

Immediately after shooting Bandaranaike, Somarama repeatedly uttered
the words ‘country, race and religion’(‘69, %Bws, g»®’). These are
words of an extreme nationalist, not of a person with a different motive
to Kill.
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Somarama, the strong nationalist, would have never got involved in the
murder, unless the killing in his eyes was definitely political.

Somarama’ s above words allow us to draw the inference that he killed
Bandaranike due to Banda — Chelva pact.

Various other conspiracy theories have emerged in regards to the
assassination such as it being a CIA plot, the involvement of one Ossie
Corea etc. They have proven to be bunkum.

It seems the real motive to kill Bandaranaike was the Banda-Chelva
pact, but, no one can say this with absolute certainty. This is because
the two murderers did not confess to the killing. They pleaded not
guilty to the offence of murder that they were charged with.

It is stated that Buddharakkitha privately attributed that his motive to
kill Bandaranaike was his “failure to aggressively pursue the Nationalist
reforms”.

The then press did not give publicity to the nationalist statements made
by Somarama and Buddharakkitha following the incident of shooting.
Today, they allow us to draw inferences in regards to their motive to
kill.

The writer stresses that it was a despicable act to kill Bandaranaike in
such a horrendous manner; the popularly elected Prime Minister.

42 Responses to “Bandaranaike Assassination— due to Banda — Chelva pact?”

1. Christie Says:
Banda was the first leading politician to rely on funds from Indian colonial
parasites and the tradition continues . Banda reaped what he sawed.

Dilrook Says:
A good analysis by Chanaka. A few errors.
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Chanaka B Says:
Thanks Dilrook
DBS Jeyaraj has written about the utterences by Somarama in his article
“The incident that rocked Ceylon 55 Years Ago The Assassination of Prime
Minister S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike.” 1 obtained Buddharakkitha’s quote
directly from Wikipedia

mario_perera Says:
The Sinhala-Tamil conflict was aggravated beyond very point of return by
the Prevention of Social Disabilities Act of 1957.

mario_perera Says:
The BURGEONING LOW COUNTRY RICH created for themselves new
monastic orders to break free from Kandyan comination),....

Independent Says:
All Sinhalayas who were bright enough to benefit directly and not so bright
who were cunning enough to fool the public using “Rata Jaatiya Aagama” to

their benefits shall be in debt to Bandaranayaka.
Without him none of us possibly could have come up to a completely
different social status than out parents.

Thanks to DS Senannayake’s foresight there are a considerable of Sinhalese
in the east but stupidness of others and specially the more recent fools, it has
become a Tamil Speaking province recently. Even Colombo has become
Tamil and English Speaking district , thanks to “NEW RICH” who
completely disregard the cultural values, worse than the Kalu Suddas may be
we should call them Kudu Suddas.

Chanaka B Says:
The Sinhala Only Act (Official Language Act) was passed on 15 June 1956
by a majority of 27 votes.
Prevention of Social Disabilities Act was passed on 13 April 1957. It was not
a race based Act. It was an Act to proclaim that imposition of social
disabilities on persons by reason of their caste is an offence
Banda — Chelva pact was signed in 1957. It was not a legal document. |
stated “He wanted to bring in legislation to legalise it ““.
Buddhist monks (correction; it should be about 100 monks and 300 civilians)
protested outside of Bandaranike’s residence against the pact. This was in
1957, precisely on 4 October 1957
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The pact resurfaced in 1959 after the communal riots in 1958.

It is universally accepted that the first Sinhala — Tamil race riots happened in
1958; not the alleged 1939 incident.

The ‘@’ vehicle number plates were first issued in 1956, it became a race
based issue in 1958. & was a main reason that triggered the race riots —
Sinhalese attacked Tamils in Ambepussa and Polonnaruwa, and Tamils
attacked Sinhalese in Batticaloe and Jaffna

SA Kumar Says:
Chanaka
Tamil race riots happened in 1958; not the alleged 1939 incident.- Agreed but
1939 also start but not big scale as white man was ruling us.

Christie Says:
Poor Somarama was hanged for killing one of the worst leaders od Ceylon.

Chanaka B Says:
The article was never written with the intention of attacking Bandaranaike
personally. It is an analysis of evidence that was not properly examined
during the trial. Motive is important in sentencing an accused person. If
Buddharakkitha forced Somarama to commit the crime (see Jeyaraj’s article
— “.....Being highly emotional Somarama was easily manipulated by
Buddharakkita who convinced him into believing that the PM was a traitor to
the country, race and religion and therefore should be eliminated. Somarama
was a mere cat’s paw.”), Somarama should have pleaded not guilty on the
basis of duress. Under the law, he should have then received a total acquittal,
or a reduction in the conviction from murder to manslaughter. Death sentence
cannot be imposed on a person convicted for manslaughter. The defence of
duress was not raised during Somarama’ s trial.
Buddharakkitha’s motive to kill is a mystery. Was it due commercial or
nationalist interests? One could argue it in both ways. His nationalist interest
argument was not given due publicity by the then media. Whatever the
motive, he was the mastermind of the whole operation. Due to a legal
loophole, instead of the death sentence, he received a life sentence. | made an
error saying that Dudley Senanayake commuted his death sentence to a life
imprisonment. What Dudley did was commuting the life imprisonment to a
20 year sentence (also that for the , 2nd accused). The error is regretted.
The 2nd accused, HP Jayawardane was a close friend of Buddharakkitha. He
owned a printing press in Wellampitiya. Whether or not he received a fair
trial, I am unable to comment
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anura seneviratna Says:
Many thanks to Chanaka for this post reminding us the past we tend forget
easily and to others of their interesting comments with much past data which
calls for skill and effort to find.

mario_perera Says:
I join you all in thanking Chanaka for dwelling skilfully on this very
interesting topic.

Fran Diaz Says:
I would like to thank Chanaka for bringing up this important topic.

Fran Diaz Says:
The part “Chanaka is quite correct in saying ....” is part of # (4).

Chanaka B Says:
(1) According to Wikipedia:
“Somarama Thero was hanged on 7 July 1962. He gave up his robes a
fortnight before his hanging and, two days before his execution, was baptized
as a Christian by an Anglican priest. It was speculated that this ritual was
forced on the assassin by the authorities as it would bring shame to the
country, when a Buddhist priest was hanged for committing the murder of its
prime minister”
(2) According to Jeyaraj:
“An SLFP government led by Bandaranaike’s widow was now in office. The
most powerful minister in her cabinet was a nephew Felix Dias
Bandaranaike. Despite SWRD’s plea for clemency the SLFP government
was unforgivingly ruthless. Angered by the Appeal Court decision the
government decided to go ahead and enact special legislation.
On January 18th 1962 the Parliament’s order paper carried notice of
presentation of the Capital Punishment (Special Provisions) Bill. It was
presented by CP de Silva, Leader of the House.The bill dealt specifically
with the Bandaranaike assassination and made express provision for
execution of those convicted for murder and conspiracy to murder the former
premier. Clause 3 of the bill rendered null and void the Appeal courts
decision to alter death sentence to life imprisonment for those guilty of
conspiracy.
The malevolent nature of the bill evoked loud protests and outcry. It was
obvious that a vengeful government was planning to condemn to the gallows
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persons who benefited from a legal loophole. LSSP leader and eminent
lawyer Dr. Colvin R de Silva summed up the bill pithily by observing that the
“barbarous bill amounted to murder by statute”.

Above (1) and (2) show the determination of the then government to exert
maximum punishment (death sentence) on the three accused who were found

guilty.

Lorenzo Says:
“Clause 3 of the bill rendered null and void the Appeal courts decision to
alter death sentence to life imprisonment for those guilty of conspiracy.”

A FANTASTIC BILL.

Fran Diaz Says:
It is high time Tamil People of Lanka started thinking of issues for
themselves as Vellala Tamil leaders tend to mislead them.

Chanaka B Says:
Lorenzo, that Bill only dealt with the Bandaranaike assassination; it was not
meant to cover other life imprisonments for conspiracy imposed by courts.

As stated before, the Social Disabilities Act was passed to eliminate certain
caste based discrimination. The intention of the Act was to assist low caste
Tamils. | have not heard that it was the cause for the 1958 Sinhala — Tamil
riots. ‘@’ was a definite reason for the riots.

The monks protested in front of the Rosmead Place residence to oppose the
Banda Chelva Pact and nothing else.

Dilrook Says:
There is no “universal acceptance” of first Sinhala-Tamil riots to have taken

place in 1958. Dilrook Says:
The caste system helped industries in the north as “low caste” people had no
avenues of improvement forcing them to work as slave labour.

mario_perera Says:
Fran Diaz Says:
September 28th, 2015 at 5:11 pm
Dilrook has stated that : “Prevention of Social Disabilities Act of 1957 was
the main reason for Tamil agitation ...”This fact is very surprising as the
PSD Act of 1957 was meant to help the Caste trodden Tamil masses to gain a
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proper education with some dignity. It was meant for them to gain entry into
the Hindu Temples — so why the agitation ? — Fran.

SA Kumar Says:
if it was secret pack between these leaders than how come people
demonstrated outside SWRDB’s residence.

mario_perera Says:
the author of the text explains what he means .by ‘secret’: that “People, the
parliament and even the Cabinet were not informed of let alone sanctioned
it”.

Fran Diaz Says:
Many thanks for clarity on the issue raised.

Fran Diaz Says:
Sir P. Arunachalam’s statue still stands in front of the old Parliament
building, and we honor those who deserve to be honored.

SA Kumar Says:
My question is the B-C Pact has been given( not question about approval) to
the Parliament ? (is it in the book or not) ?

mario_perera Says:
Our common endeavour is to light up the torches of our minds to trace the
footsteps of the past in the ever sifting sands of time.

SA Kumar Says:
. In 1919, Sir P Arunachalam managed to bring the Ceylon Reform League,
the Ceylon National Association and the Jaffna Association into a single
national organization — the Ceylon National Congress.

Fran Diaz Says:
In an attempt to be as fair as possible to Sir P. Arunachalam, | am giving
below his career details in then Ceylon under British Rule.

mario_perera Says:
Fran, I suggest a book that will clear all your doubts.
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Fran Diaz Says:
Thanks, Mario.
Christie Says:

...... Political innuendo is all assumptions and allegations......... With SWRD
the Sinhala businesses also died but there is a bit of Sinhala business revival
now.

Nanda Says:
bandaranaika (even if assumed as a betrayer due to so called dead act) is no
match compared to .........

SA Kumar Says:

Nimal Says:
Buddataketha may have instigated it and some said that Ossie Corea was
involved in the attempt as he had jumped over the wall after the shooting.

AnuD Says:
This story is missing parts. | think, the businesses had a had a role may be
true, |1 am wondering whether the Church also was aligned. | had heard that
one monk who ran away jumping over a wall was Ozzie Corea.

Chanaka B Says:
| agree, this is not the full story. | was only touching on the motive. After the
incident, Ossie Corea, a famous underworld figure of the time, was found
dishelved like a monk and was hiding. There was a story that after Somarama
shot dead the Prime Minister, Ossie Corea, who was hiding in the bushes shot
Somarama in his groin and jumped over the parapet wall of the Rosemead
Place residence. He did this to eliminate Somarama, as Buddharakkitha will
be safe then; who feared that Somarama would talk after the event. As | said
in the article there were so many conspiracy theories surrounding the murder,
Ossie Corera’s is just one. Ossie Corea was a defendant in the case, he was
acquitted. Thus, | believe Ossie Corea had no part to play in the murder; but,
I may be wrong. Believe it or not, there was a story against one of the
eminent surgeons of the medical team— that he did something to
Bandaranaike after the surgery (the initial surgery was a success), on the
instigation of a powerful person. | say this is also bunkum.
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Lorenzo Says:
Banda-Chelva Pact ended in 1958. ..............

Susantha Wijesinghe Says:
Ossie Corea was in the lobby with Somarama in yellow robes, .........

Susantha Wijesinghe Says:
SAK!

Susantha Wijesinghe Says:
SAK!

Chanaka B Says:

Lorenzo, you are right; the pact ended in 1958. His eccentric action led to the
first ever communal riots between the two communities in 1958
(Prabhakaran was later motivated by the riots to take up arms). Though the
pact ended, Bandaranaike did not give up the idea. At the time of
assassination, he was trying to pass legislation identical to the pact. The
monks protested, spearheaded by Buddharakkitha, chief incumbent of
Kelaniya Vihara; a very powerful monk of the time (immediately after the
death, the then incumbent Prime Minister, Dahanayaka, requested
Buddharakkitha to give a sermon on national radio praising Bandaranaike,
which Buddharakkitha did; he was arrested a few days later!). The then
Government did not want to tell that Bandaranaike was likely killed due to
the pact/impending legislation; it said the motive was purely ‘business’
(commercial); a reason hard to believe.

Lorenzo Says:
Thanks Chanaka for the information. Yes it is HARD to believe that it was
purely business.

SA Kumar Says:
Chanaka B
motive was purely ‘business’ (commercial); a reason hard to believe- fully
agreed .

SA Kumar Says:
SL must be renamed ................
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1. S.Gonsal Says:
October 20th, 2015 at 2:47 pm
Very colourful. Thank you Mr Bandarage.

When we read this, we get the feeling of history repeating. Having a foolish
king made us bloody fools of Indian ocean.

Independent Says:
October 20th, 2015 at 3:04 pm
“DOs¥ed oewluzn ¥R B8emmonm Wiy dYO RO ABBZSD
8BBwwBud nismete megs.”
“Cein®r @® BTV 8w ¢ OB VeEOR® ¥O® (88T ¥nd eer O dyed
©@06Iedd ) wimdD megs. ”
“emdded JYensd Ban®mIR 0¥ edNEdsY e 50f 28 m%e drewsy
88 @.”
§FD Gn®r »OsY odf y®» eDGHRBOD ME ezt O Bwr COO g&i61ed
8155).
eedsiend g¢ @@sI® d¢ay BowEwr 6O g, 88:des® Dxis.

Independent Says: October 20th, 2015 at 3:34 pm
Reading this, it can be concluded that having NO king is 1000 times better
than having foolish king.
Current buggers have already started the loot. Foolish king gone, trying to
come back somehow using a non existing Tamil issue. . We need a group of
leaders who work cohesively eradicate corruption, the main Enemy now. We
have a short time only. The best opportunity.................

Chanaka B Says: October 21st, 2015 at 8:43 am
Independent, true corruption is an enemy, but, ‘the main Enemy now’ (as you
put it) is the ..........
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15/10/1505 (510 years ago to date) is the day
that the Portuguese first landed in Colombo,

Sri Lanka
Posted on October 14th, 2015

Chanaka Bandarage

Towards mid October 1505, the Portuguese Naval Captain, Lorenzo De
Almeida, aka Don Lorenzo, who manned a fleet of nine war ships, had
decided to return to Portugal as he could not secure marine rope from
the Islands of Maldives or Calcutta in India. Almeida was not aware of
the existence of the island nation, Sri Lanka. During the return journey
to Portugal, his crew witnessed on the horizon of a land that was lush in
vegetation. They decided to sail towards that land, Sri Lanka; and upon
arrival therein anchored at the Galle Harbour.

Two generations prior to this visit, Ven Thotagamuwe Shri Rahula
Thero in verse 84 of his Parevi Sandeshaya (ses8 es.edwws) described
Galle as a place where gems, pearls and gold were displayed in shops in
such abundance as if the entire seabed had been mined to secure them.

While berthed in Galle, minor repairs to the fleet were attended to. The
Portuguese managed to secure the required marine rope as well. They
procured food and water in large quantities for their new voyage; the
destination was Colombo, Sri Lanka.

While sailing to Colombo the Portuguese were mesmerised with the
beauty of the island nation. What they had witnessed in Calcutta was a
dry, harsh and a rough land. In contrast, they realised that Sri Lanka
was a refreshing, fertile land. They saw whispering palm trees and very
much enjoyed the fragrant breeze that blew through them. They could
see lush green vegetation everywhere and the beautiful white Buddhist



164

pagodas (dagobas) that appeared on hilltops. The Portuguese were
exceptionally happy that they found this beautiful, prosperous island
paradise at a time when the fleet was highly demoralised. They could
not wait until they reached Colombo. During the voyage, they gave
thanks to their God for the finding.

On 15 October 1505, exactly 510 years to date, the ships anchored at
Colombo Harbor.

The Portuguese observed two Muslim churches in Modera area. They
watched young Sinhala children while singing, joyfully pulling giant
fishing nets to the shore, filled with fish. The Portuguese were surprised
that the Colombo Port was full of ships. Among the items that were
destined to export from Colombo to various parts of the world were
tusked elephants, desiccated coconuts, fresh coconuts, cinnamon and
valuable timber.

The King, Dharma Parakramabahu, who held the seat in Kotte was
quickly informed of the arrival of the flotilla of ships that contained the
‘strange, white skinned sailors’. After obtaining favourable reports
about them from his Spy Service, the King agreed to receive the
visitors. By this time the fleet had informed the King that the Naval
Captain Lorenzo De Almeida was a representative of the King of
Portugal and was the son of Francisco De Almeida, First Viceroy of the
Portuguese India. They had sought an audience with the King. While
granting the audience, the King through his representative indicated the
visitors of his regret for the inconvenience caused to them by the local
people who had prevented the Portuguese from collecting water and
firewood within the Harbour. The King also advised that the
Portuguese should not have displayed their artillery power to the locals.

Lorenzo De Almeida’s representative (Farnao Kotrin) was picked up
from a ship in the Colombo Harbor and taken to the King’s Palace ,
using a very circuitous route. It took three full days for the team to
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reach Kotte. In actual fact, it was a one hour journey (hence, the
proverb, ‘868w emIded Bwr Ded’).

The purpose of taking the circuitous route was to deceive the
Portuguese about the Kingdom’s whereabouts.

During the discussions the Portuguese representative advised the King
that they were interested in doing trade and commerce with the
King. He stressed that the King must send gifts and pleasantries to the
King of Portugal every year, then their King will reciprocate. The
Portuguese made a ‘mild’ threat that if their proposals were not adhered
to, they may have to punish the King. The representative indicated that
Portugal has one of the most powerful naval fleets in the world and if
the King co-operated, they could provide him with protection against
enemy forces.

The Portuguese cunningly stressed that for them Sri Lanka was only a
transit point and that their intention was to do extensive business (trade
and commerce) with India.

It was agreed that a Treaty should be entered into between Portugal and
the Kotte Kingdom in regards to trade and commerce and the provision
of naval security to the King. The King and his Ministers (comprised of
four of his brothers) were pleased with the Portuguese proposals and
indicated of their desire to sign the Treaty immediately.

According to the Treaty, the Portuguese were allowed to establish
Settlements in Colombo and that the Sinhala Kingdom would gift
Portugal with a large quantity of cinnamon every year (about 200,000
pounds).

After entering the Treaty, the Portuguese agent returned to the fleet
stationed in the Colombo Harbour.
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Lorenzo De Almeida was extremely thrilled and happy with the
outcome, he could not basically believe it. To celebrate, he ordered the
firing of several rounds of ships’ artillery into the air. The Colombo
residents were so terrified about the gunfire; it was for the first time
they had experienced anything like that. They fled their dwellings in
large numbers and hid in bushlands.

Lorenzo De Almeida immediately appointed an Ambassador (Payo De
Souza) and wanted to send him to the King with a group of Portuguese
men. The King provided elephants for the journey, which again took
three days to reach Kotte (by then the Portuguese had realised that the
King had tricked them as to the distance, as they could hear the ships’
artillery fire in Kotte).

The Ambassador had a cordial audience with the King.

The Ambassador was astonished with the wealth and prosperity of the
nation. He could not believe the quantity and the value of the gems,
gold and other jewelry that he witnessed at the palace. The King gave a
golden memento to the Ambassador. The words therein were inscribed
in Sinhala.

Upon his return to the fleet, the Ambassador was well received by
Lorenzo De Almeida. The King’s Sinhala entourage who travelled with
the Ambassador were cordially welcomed by him and given a
sumptuous meal that included bread and red wine. This was the first
time that the Sinhalese had consumed such food. First, they thought the
Portuguese were eating rocks (bread) and drinking blood (red wine).

The promised load of cinnamon was loaded to Portuguese ships on the
same day. The King gifted two tusked calf elephants to be given to
the Portuguese King. To consume during their voyage, the King
donated them large numbers of live foul, fresh fruit that included
bananas, mangoes, pineapple and king coconuts. The Portuguese were
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authorised to inscribe their country’s Crest and the Christian Cross upon
a rock in the Harbour (this inscription is believed to be still preserved in
the Harbour). Prior to their departure, the Portuguese were allowed to
build a small Catholic church at the same place in the Harbour and
conduct a mass there. This should be the first ever Catholic mass to be
held in Sri Lanka. Next to the church, the Portuguese were allowed to
open a factory and few Portuguese were allowed to live there
permanently.

The fleet when arrived in Lisbon was received as heroes. There was
much publicity in the country about their most astonishing
achievements. Lorenzo De Almeida was promoted to the rank of
Admiral. The tusked elephant (one had died during the journey) was the
first ever elephant to set foot in Portugal.

King Manuel (1495 — 1521), personally attended a mass in Lisbon on
21/12/1507 to thank the God for the valuable gift (Sri Lanka) bestowed
on his nation. He drafted a letter in 1507 to Pope Julius 11 (nicknamed
‘The Fearsome Pope’ and ‘The Warrior Pope’ (1443 — 1513),
informing him of the remarkable achievement by his country.

The Portuguese King ordered that a military Garrison and a Fort be
established in Sri Lanka and that his First Viceroy in India should
henceforth reside in Sri Lanka. He wanted all Asian operations to be
conducted from Sri Lanka.

The Portuguese King organised a suitable present for his Sri Lankan
counterpart.

The unbelievably friendly relationship between the two nations lasted
only a few months.
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The Portuguese interrupted and searched ships that carried cargo from
Colombo to other nations (mainly Muslim ships). Thus, the Sinhala
and Muslim merchants despised the Portuguese.

Christianization of people by the Portuguese and damage caused to
Buddhism furthered the Sinhala friction with the Portuguese.

In 1518 the Portuguese were permitted to build a Fort in Colombo and
they were given further trading concessions.

When King Dharma Parakramabahu died in 1519, the Portuguese had
firmly established their footprint in Sri Lanka. Dharma Parkarambahu’s
brother, Wijeya Parakramabahu (Vijayabahu of Vijeyaba Kollaya fame)
took over the reins and ruled the country until 1521.

In 1521 three sons of Vijayabahu, put their father to death and
partitioned the kingdom amongst themselves. The oldest of the
brothers, Buvanekabahu, ruled at Kotte, and the two others set up
independent kingdoms at Sitawaka and Rayigama. Mayadunne, the
King of Sitawaka, was an ambitious and able ruler who sought to
expand his frontier at the expense of his brother at Kotte.
Buvanekabahu could not resist the temptation of seeking Portuguese
assistance. The Portuguese were eager to help the King, and the more
he was pressed by Mayadunne, the greater was his reliance upon them.
Buvanekabahu defended his kingdom against Mayadunne, who in turn
allied himself with the Zamorin of Calicut (in India), an inveterate
enemy of the Portuguese.

Buvanekabahu was succeeded by his grandson Prince Dharmapala (Don
Juan Dharmapala, 1541 — 1597), who was even more dependent on
Portuguese for support. An agreement between Buvanekabahu and the
King of Portugal in 1543 guaranteed the protection of the Prince on the
throne and the defence of the Kingdom; in return the Portuguese were
to be confirmed that they would receive all of their privileges and the
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tributes of cinnamon. The Prince was educated by Franciscans; in 1557,
when his conversion to Christianity was announced, he had become
nothing more than a Portuguese protégé .

Fierce battles erupted between the Sinhalese and the Portuguese in
Mayadunne’ s kingdom. His son, Rajasinha, continued with the
ferocious battles on land.

The Sinhala Kings failed because they had no way of combating the
Portuguese sea power.

The Portuguese captured the whole of Kotte and conquested the
surrounding Sinhalese kingdoms as well (Dharmapala , the Portuguese
puppet, was only a name sake King (from 1551 to 1597). He was the
first and only Christian King of Sri Lanka. His wife — Dona Catherina,
later married Konappu Bandara, who became the King of Kandy in the
name, Vimaladharmasuriya (1592-1604).

In 1565 their capital was moved from Kotte to Colombo.

The battles of Mulleriyawa (1559) and Danthure (1594) were turning
points in the indigenous resistance to Portuguese expansion. In
Danthure, for the first time in Sri Lanka an entire Portuguese army of
many thousands was completely annihilated (according to ‘Goe%d&cs’,
the Portuguese death total was 20,000), when they were just a fraction
away from the total conquest of the island. The Danthure battle was led
by the King of Kandy, Vimaladharmasuriya.

The Portuguese were finally chased away, in 1658, after fierce battles
with the Dutch.

Unlike the British (1798- 1948), the Portuguese did very little to
improve the country’s economy. Their legacy was the endowment of
Catholism to the country. No doubt that endowment is a blessing to the
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hundreds and thousands of Catholics living in the country. But, the
manner in which Catholism was introduced by the Portuguese was
contrary to the noble Christian principles. The Portuguese burnt down
Buddhist temples, pirivenas, and libraries and Catholism was basically
forcibly imposed upon the coastal Buddhists. Lots of inducements were
given to people who converted themselves from Buddhism to
Catholicism; and to those who took up Portuguese names. For
example, such converts were exempted from paying taxes that were
payable by all subjects to the Portuguese Government.

Facts to write this article were obtained from the book
‘@o208: sand8 gwos' by Abehya Hewawasam; and from other
reputed sources including ‘®®doqw’ and ‘ creHdEes’.

10 Responses to “15/10/1505 (510 years ago to date) is the day that the
Portuguese first landed in Colombo, Sri Lanka”

1. Lorenzo Says:
MORE SL songs are there about the Portuguese than ANY OTHER invader.
Almost all of them PRAISE them and their BAILA then blame them!!

Christie Says:
Forget about the Portugese who gave us lots of skills at least to the people in
the coastal areas.

2. Nalliah Thayabharan Says:
Sri Lankans should have retained their friendly, childlike nature and
combined it with the inventiveness of their European conquerors. Sri
Lankans inherited the power lust of their European colonisers, but none of
their vision. Sri Lankans also inherited Portuguese lethargy, Dutch hedonism
and British snobbery.The British left no room for the leadership to emerge
from the truly indigenous people.
The Portuguese who arrived in 1505 with a gun in one hand and the bible in
the other, occupied the coastal areas and soon became a constant source of
aggression, annoyance and terror to the large mass of people. In the coastal
areas that they occupied, almost all Viharayas and Privenas were destroyed,
including the Kelani Raja Maha Viharaya, the famous Totagamuwe Vijayaba
Pirvena, Padmavathi Pirivena of Keragala and Sunethra Devi Pirivena of
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Pepiliyana.

The Dutch who ousted the Portuguese in 1640 and were instrumental in
destroying temples, monasteries including the royal palace at Hanguranketa.
The British who ousted the Dutch in 1796 had a well-planned program of
activities, for a continuous period of about 150 years, led to the greatest
damage to the country’s culture, social cohesion, unity and dignity.

Nalliah Thayabharan Says:
If Portuguese rule had continued and spread to the interior of the island, Sri
Lanka would have completely lost its Buddhist heritage and become a
completely Westernized and Catholic country. But even with the limited
territorial reach (they were strong only in the Western maritime provinces)
the impact had been deep, perhaps even indelible.
It was the Portuguese who first created a division between the Sinhalese and
the Tamils.

Chanaka B Says:
Nalliah
It is the innocence and the hospitality of the Sinhalese that the Portuguese
exploited
Lorenzo De Almeida was effectively a pirate (8ug emEemsed=) who
was roaming the Indian ocean with his 9 ships. They were more bandits than
naval officers. They mainly robbed Muslim ships that transported goods
between Europe and Asia
For just 9 ships to come like that and conquer a country (yes, gradually) is
remarkable, and unbelievable. The stupidity of the Kotte king is so obvious
I agree with what you said ‘British occupation of Sri Lanka was one of sheer
exploitation and devastation’. It is the British who attacked our psyche not
anyone else. The brainwashing they did to us, we still suffer. ‘Kalusuddhas’
is just one end result. Thanks to patriots like Walisinghe Harischandra,
Anagarika Dharmapala, S Mahinda Himi etc we at least came to know that
we had a problem

Chanaka B Says:
Nallaih
True, the Portuguese and the Dutch did forced religious conversions and
many other bad things. But, why I said “it is the British who attacked our
psyche, not anyone else ” is because it is the British who caused divisions in
our society and also upset our thinking
Yes, among many other vices, they taught us snobbery
Only the Biritish practised the ‘divide and rule’ policy
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Apart from stealing the nation’s wealth which all the three colonial rulers did
so well, it the British who controlled our innermost thinking; ie, attacked our
psyche (soul, mind, and spirit)

Independent Says:
Chanaka,
This is without researching, | thought it was the Portuguese who brought the
tobacco growers trained in Tamil Nadu as the first Tamil settlers in large
numbers. If that is correct they are the people (Lorenzo’s men) who have
done the worst harm.

Chanaka B Says:
Independent, it is the Dutch who brought Tamils from Tamilnadu to work in
the northern tobacco plantations. Yes, they were the early Tamil settlements
there. Prior to that due to harsh climatic conditions, the north was sparsely
populated
None of the early history books (prior to 1980), including those written by
the British, mention about a King by the name Sankili. If you can show me
otherwise, please do so
The Dutch attacked Catholism and introduced Protestantism
It was Joseph Vaz (now St Joseph Vaz), who revived Catholism in the
country during the Dutch period in the 17 century. Vaz travelled throughout
the island bringing back the Catholic mass to clandestine groups of Catholics.
Later in his mission, he found shelter in the Kingdom of Kandy under the
Sinhala rule, where he was able to work freely. By the time of his death, Vaz
had managed to rebuild the Catholic Church on the island
The Portuguese and the Dutch did not unsettle our psyche much. It was the
British who did this. Basically the Portuguese were jovial people who wanted
to have a good time in Sri Lanka and were fond of Sri Lankan women.
Lisbon actively encouraged intermarriage with the Sinhalese, hence the
formation of the new racial group: the Burghers. The ordinary Portuguese
basically treated the Sri Lankan equally. Baila is a gift from the Portuguese to
us. The Dutch concentrated on coffee and tobacco plantations. They built
elaborate forts and canal systems.

It is the British who wanted to change our way of thinking. For example, they
wanted us to think that we were inferior to them. Their ‘divide and rule’
policy created various divisions such as, between the:

Sinhalese and the Tamils, rich and the poor , English speaking Sinhalese
against the non English speaking Sinhalese etc

They also created the class structure that we unfortunately still have
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Nalliah Thayabharan Says:
In 1805 Capt.Robert Percival of British army in Jaffna wrote in his book “An
account of the island of Ceylon” that the majority in Jaffna peninsula were
Moors who wore a little white round cap on their shaven heads. Second
largest community was Malabars, who had migrated to Lanka after the
Portugese period, from the Coromandel coast of South India. They appeared
different to the South Indians in Jaffna. Capt. Percival also recorded in his
book that there were more foreigners in Jaffna than the people who were
native to Jaffna. These “foreigners” were those Malabars who came from the
Coromandel coast to grow tobacco. The legacy of the tobacco boom in Jaffna
was reflected in the thousands of odd wells that have been used and are still
being used for irrigation. Even after the big massacre of the Sinhalese in
Jaffna in 1478, third largest community in Jaffna at that time was the
Sinhalese. The South Indian community who had arrived as merchants and
invaders, was smaller than all the above three communities.
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Unnatural death of an Elephant every second day
— future generations to identify an elephant from a

carved wooden statue?
‘World Elephant Protection’, London May 2010, and Lankaweb on
July 16th, 2015

Chanaka Bandarage

It is estimated that closer to 200 elephants are being killed by humans in
Sri Lanka each year. About the same number of elephants die from
natural causes. At present the elephant birth rate is lower than the
mortality rate, thus, it will be of no surprise if future generations are
asked to identify an elephant from a carved wooden statue.

A census conducted by the Sri Lankan government few years ago
(about six) recorded that there were about 5,000 wild elephants in Sri
Lanka, but elephant conservationists who have grassroots level
presence in Sri Lanka say that this is a vastly exaggerated number. It is
stated that during the census the same elephant was sometimes recorded
more than once, and that it did not happen accidently.

The advantage to the governments (central and provincial) by showing
a higher elephant number is that it will then be subjected to less public
critiqgue about its treatment of the elephants. Though governments do
not like to admit it, in Sri Lanka, the elephant is a threatened species.
One reason for this is that they basically do not have solutions for the
fast deteriorating elephant numbers (there are numerous other
threatened wildlife species in the country including the bear, leopard,
sambhar, crocodile and deer; to name just a few).
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According to wildlife activists, the real number of elephants in the wild
today is only a few thousands, definitely not in the 5000s that is boasted
by the governments.

The elephant, especially the Sri Lanka elephant, is a unique species.
They are exceptionally intelligent, generally friendly and kind to
humans and playful when happy. It is believed that a mature elephant
has an 1Q of a five year old child. Similar to that of a human, an
elephant is known to have a sharp memory. Elephants are extremely
emotional; it is known that when a member of a clan dies, elephants
engage in communal mourning for several days. A heartwarming thing
is that when an elephant calf is born all young females in the clan start
producing breast milk for the new offspring, out of love — a remarkable
quality that even we humans cannot match!

In Sri Lanka elephants are getting killed indiscriminately on a regular
basis. It is an exceptionally sad thing to view photos/videos of elephants
that lie in pain for several days before they finally die. Being huge
beasts, the sufferings that the elephants undergo as a result of the
human-elephant conflict is enormous.

Elephants get shot dead by rural villagers, who fight for the same land
that the elephants thrive. Some elephants are killed from ‘hakka patas’
(a ‘bomb’ like object). In Sri Lanka elephants also sustain death by
human poisoning, or drowning in irrigation tanks (a phenomenon that
has emerged recently). Every year elephants get killed by the Batticaloe
— Colombo night train. Responsibility for these deaths squarely lay with
the relevant governments — their inability to avoid such tragedies is a
clear demonstration that the governments lack clear policy to safeguard
this most precious, majestic animal.

Due to lack of habitation and scarcity of food, more and more elephants
are compelled to leave jungles and venture into human habitation. There
is no purpose in ‘blaming’ the elephants for this, though this is the
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position adopted by some. Newspaper photos/videos have appeared
how elephants converge around human garbage piles, competing with
stray cattle and dogs, to eat rubbish. For example, in Manampitiya wild
elephants gather most days around a huge garbage dump to eat thrown
away items from a nearby big hospital. That garbage includes used
blood soaked bandages, used syringes and volumes of polythene. Many
road users travelling in remote areas of the country get to see wild
elephants roaming on busy national highways, most probably searching
for food and water. This is also a new development, a sad eye opener
that Sri Lanka’s elephants are in real trouble.

A veterinary surgeon friend of the writer stated to him that often in wild
elephant post mortem examinations, they find polythene in the dead
elephants’ intestines.

A new reason for the scarcity of food for the elephants is the ‘brave’
decision by milk producers (with the blessing of the politicians) to raise
cattle inside national parks. These cattle eat the very same grass that the
wild elephants eat. This scenario can be seen by a visitor in certain
sections of the Uda Walawe and Yala national parks. Some of the
grasses that the cattle in the wildlife parks eat are imperative for the
survival of the baby elephants.

The recent phenomenon of stealing elephant calves (about 50 or more)
from the wild (after killing the adult elephants that guard the offspring)
has compounded the problem. This means there will be a void in
healthy wild elephants to produce the future generations. The impact of
this will be felt once the current fertile elephants are faded away. The
fact that there had been political patronage for this illegal trade is a
personification that the governments are not serious in preserving wild
elephants. Making a quick income in whatever way they can, including
stealing baby elephants from the wild, has become the norm of the day!
Was this practice applied to other important wildlife species as well?
Only the perpetrators would know.
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One elephant conservationist stated this writer that there is hardly a
single adult elephant in the wild that is not carrying a gunshot wound.
This is something we as a nation should be ashamed of.

The human — elephant conflict took an adversely sharp turn with the
advent of the accelerated Mahaveli scheme. Hundreds and thousands of
virgin forests were cleared for new settlers (note Mahaveli B and H
projects — Embilipiya/Uda Walave and Mahiyangana/Giranduru Kotte
areas where virgin forests were cleared and thousands of new settlers
were settled). The authorities in those projects did not allocate sufficient
land for the elephants who lost large swathes of habitation. They built
new reserves and tried to confine elephants to them. They were reckless
in blocking ancient elephant corridors —routes that the elephants had
used to cross from one area to another from time immemorial. It was
ridiculous to expect the elephants to accustom to a brand new route
made for them by the humans. The authorities should have considered
that an elephant walks at least 50 — 60 miles a day, and they constantly
venture into new areas for the purposes of finding water, salt, partners
for mating, exercise and of course food.

The writer acknowledges that the governments have a duty to provide
land for the increasing human population and also to do things to
improve their living standards. But, these activities should not happen at
the expense of the wild elephant. All development work has to be
sustainable — so that all beings can live harmoniously in the small and
beautiful Sri Lanka.

The authorities seem to believe that building electric fences will solve
the human-elephant problem, and that this is the only solution available.
This may be a good solution for the humans but not for the elephant.
Electric fencing is another way of artificially restricting the elephants’
movements. Electric shocks have caused miscarriages in female
elephants. Elephants have developed other ailments too, including
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psychological trauma. Electric fencing is a way for the humans to
further encroach into elephant areas.

Elephants (and other wildlife) need sufficient land to roam around in
their own habitats. When Sri Lanka gained independence (in 1948) it
had about 50% of land under forest cover. How much land remains as
forest cover today is a big question; some say it is less than 20% of the
total land mass. In such a scenario, it is not surprising that elephant
numbers have dwindled to such a low level today. When we gained
independence there were in excess of 10,000 elephants in the country.

As emphasised before, due to expansion in human population, people
do need new land. People clear forests to build houses and cut timber
for their daily needs. It is the duty of the governments to do proper
planning so that sufficient forest cover is preserved for the elephants
and other wildlife. Replanting trees for timber in forests is a must. It is
stated that when the new airport was built thousands of acres of virgin
forests were cleared — they were the former roaming grounds of the
wild elephants. We hear reports frequently how important wildlife such
as elephants, peacocks, monkeys etc are getting Killed on a daily basis
by various ways in this area, as those animals now have less space to
roam. Elephants have died of electrocution as well.

Construction of new super highways may have contributed to the
dwindling of wildlife numbers including elephants. To the writer’s
knowledge no study in this regard has yet been undertaken.

Clearly, the governments do not seem to have a solution to one of the
major burning problems of Sri Lanka — stopping the human/elephant
conflict; so that the lives of both humans and elephants can be saved
(this article is only highlighting the adverse effects of the problem on
elephants — the voiceless group).
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The current problem simply cannot continue on. Elephants will
continue to incur painful deaths until their numbers have dwindled
irrecoverably. Until they become extinct (quite a possibility), they, in
smaller numbers may be confined to the major elephant parks such as
Yala, Wilpattu, Minneriya and Uda Walawe; and the remaining jungles
of the North (In China’s Yuan rainforest the elephant numbers have
dwindled to a mere 250, several decades ago there were thousands of
elephants there). Is this exactly the desire of the governments; if not
why do they not come up with a feasible policy to curb this most
important problem?

Due to the introduction of the provincial government system (in 1987),
work done by governments have often become duplicated.
Governments are confused as to who is responsible for certain work.
There is a conflict in the powers held by the central government and
provincial governments. To satisfy cronies — to give them cabinet
positions, important ministries had been split into pieces. For example,
today the elephant protection activities (wildlife) are managed by a
number of ministries such as Land, Mahaveli, Environment, Wildlife
Conservation, Forestry, Irrigation, Human Resettlement, Livestock
Development etc. It does not appear that there is a close co-ordination
between the ministries so that the elephants and other wildlife could be
well protected. There are greater restrictions/impediments on the
officials who do their normal work, under very trying conditions. For
example, a wildlife department official who seeks to rescue an injured
elephant may need permission from the forestry department to enter the
forest. By the time the administrative red tape is removed, the injured
elephant could die. Another big problem is that the government
departments (central or provincial) do not have adequate budgets for the
welfare and wellbeing of the elephants (they are even struggling to
provide services to the public).

There is a saying that the elephants do not vote, but humans. Thus, it is
very convenient for the politicians to neglect the welfare of the
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elephants (and other wild animals). This is a foolish and selfish way of
looking at the problem, quite a contrast with how developed nations
would handle a similar problem. Sri Lanka earns millions of dollars
each year from tourism. Tourists want to see elephants and other
wildlife in the wild; not in zoos and orphanages. If we lose our wild
elephant population (and other wildlife), that will be a huge blow to the
country’s lucrative tourist industry. The loss of revenue to the country
will be extraordinary (in millions of dollars).

There is an enormous goodwill in the veterinary community to save the
lives of the injured elephants. Though rural villagers kill and maim
elephants (sometimes they have no other alternative but to deal with
elephants in such a drastic way — elephants kill about 100 people every
year), they still want to protect and safeguard the elephants that destroy
their homes, crops and even their lives. It is part of the Buddhist culture
to be a friend and a carer for the elephant.

The general goodwill that prevails among the people for the elephant is
a good thing. But, the focus should be on preventing the elephants from
getting injured or killed by humans. The responsibility herein well and
truly lies with governments and sadly they have massively failed in this
regard. Proper measures of planning must take place at central and
provincial government levels to safeguard the wild elephant. It is of
paramount importance to put a stop to the clear or illicit felling of
forests. It may be appropriate to monitor the daily movement of wild
elephants (the highly endangered ones) using GPS technology —such as
being done in some African countries like Kenya and South Africa.
There are international wildlife organisations that provide assistance in
this sort of work. It is time for the central government to seek assistance
from overseas experts as how best to save the wild elephant, using the
best available technology (satellite tracking (GPS), radio collaring (SIM
chips) etc. Let’s hope that at least in the future there will be sufficient
measures to protect the elephant numbers in Sri Lanka. Let’s hope that
the country’s future generations will not be required identify an
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elephant relying on a carved, wooden elephant; but watching them in
the wild.

11 Responses to “Unnatural death of an Elephant every second day — future
generations to identify an elephant from a carved wooden statue?”

1. Ancient Sinhalaya Says:
What a shame it is happening to these majestic creatures?

2. Fran Diaz Says:
Chanaka has addressed a serious problem here.

3. Susantha Wijesinghe Says:
HEY CHANAKA !! Your thoughts on these Beautiful, Majestic, Priceless
and Voiceless Innocent Pachyderms, are very meritorious, and you would be
adequately blessed. | do hope that the Animal Lovers will take your
suggestions seriously, and do their best to alleviate the misery that these
animals suffer at the hands of two legged brutes called Human Beings. | have
absolutely no faith in the Politicians showing any interest on your
suggestions, as their first thoughts are how to rob the country, period.

4, Susantha Wijesinghe Says:
AS a young bay, | remember the Mollamures used to establish KRAALS in
the jungle to catch wild Elephants. That was when the Elephant population
was huge.

5. | took some Tourists to a Koggala Beach Resort. The owner had a young
mischievous Elephant, named Podi Appuhamy. | used to take bananas from
the Dining table and feed this young fella, always using his name to address
him. On about the third day, a few of us were standing at the building
entrance, when we saw Podi Appuhamy being taken on the compound road,
with the Mahout on his back. The distance would have been about 50 feet
away.

I shouted, ** Podi Appuhamy, Apita kiyanneth nathuwa yanawaa nehede.
The Elephant did a 45 degree left turn and came straight at me. Everybody
with me ran away. | stood still at the Entrance. This Fella, put his wet trunk
on my shoulders, and was apparently showing his love for me. Just a three
day love. The rest who ran away is now back with me.

The Mahout then said, (English translation) This Elephant has done
something very strange, that | have never experienced in my life with him. |
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cannot believe it. Little did he know that I used to go and talk to him, address
him by name, and feed him with Bananas. We formed a lifetime friendship.

Chanaka B Says:
Very few want to give a voice to the voiceless!
This (elephant) is not a major problem if we had handled it well. The blame
squarely lies with the recent Governments. They simply did not have a plan
as how to curb or at least minimise the problem. Anywhere in the world,
people will try to encroach and grab land for themselves. This is a human
weakness. That is why we have the laws. Unfortunately,in Sri Lanka
,Environment Protection Laws are inadequate, and also not sufficiently
enforced. People who destroy the environment and grab state land must be
severely dealt with. They should spend time in jail (at lest the repeat
offenders). Unfortunately, in Sri Lanka, most of the time, the law breakers
are the lawmakers! Today, it is the politicians (or their agents/cronies) who
are behind deforestations and land grabbing. As the politicians give orders to
the Police (and influence them in many other ways), the Police are unable to
carry out their duties.
Fran, the argument that Sri Lanka is too small, thus we cannot support a
generous wild elephant population is not sound . It is our duty to preserve
what is given to us by nature. The most important thing is to allow the
existing herds to live a free and stress free life. Use of modern technology to
fix the problem is a must.
Susantha, ‘Podi Appuhamay’ story is beautiful. There are so many beautiful
elephant stories in Sri Lanka.

Susantha Wijesinghe Says:
CHANAKA !l an Elephant Joke.:-

Chanaka B Says:
Elephant jokes:
How are elephants and computers similar?

They both have big memories

How do you stop an elephant from charging?
Take away his credit card

Teacher: “Where would you find an elephant?”
Pupil:”You don’t have to find them, they’re too big to lose!”

Fran Diaz Says:
Chanaka,
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I personally would be happy to see really effective modern tech possibilities
emerge for wild life preservation, especially in small countries like Lanka,
where man vs beast happens for land use.

Chanaka, it is good to explore the facts and possibilities to Save the
Elephants, wherever they are. Thank you for bringing up the topic.

Susantha Wijesinghe Says:
Chanaka ! You must have heard the joke about the Lion telling the Elephant,
::: Danne naththan, danne hehe kiyanawa Oiy::::

Ananda-USA Says:
Your story about Podi Appuhamy is one of the most endearing stories | have
heard about our Elephant relatives in Sri Lanka. Thanks for sharing it.
Chanaka,
I am with you.

Chanaka B Says:
Satellite tracking is the way to go.
Contrary to popular belief, it is relatively cheap — much cheaper than electric
fencing and more effective. There is advanced/sophisticated software
available; some of the things one can do are amazing.
With satellite tracking, wildlife officials can track the exact position of any
elephant in Sri Lanka at any time of the day. For example, when an elephant
herd approaches a human habitat wildlife workers can stop prevent the
approach or alert villagers (through mobile phones), thus, the conflict can be
avoided.
Officials/researches will know the exact routes used by elephants in moving
from one part of their range to another. This is important for mapping
corridors and preventing human elephant conflict. | think poaching still
happens in Sri Lanka. Due to poaching, unfortunately, we have very few
tuskers left.
Once data is at hand, researches can use the information to prepare detailed
maps of elephant movements, for management purposes.
There are fine international organisations that we can secure assistance from,
sometimes at no cost. | know a group British volunteers wanted to come and
help some time ago, but, we did not reciprocate well.
Yes, we in Sri Lanka love our Elephant. It is sacred object. That is why
created Pinnawala.
But, | think if we do not have the human-elephant conflict, we do not need
elephant orphanages.
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I know US had a bad record in environmental protection, but, they realised
their mistakes. People in the West are now very concerned about the
environment and environment protection laws. Today, | think US, Canada,
Australasia, Sweden and New Zealand have a fine record in looking after
their wildlife and protecting the environment.

Susantha, | can remember hand feeding a middle aged elephant with
sugarcane and bananas at a friend’s place in Ambalanthota, about 20 years
ago. He was exceptionally friendly and cute. I wonder whether it was ‘Podi
Appuhamy’!
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Convergence of Patriots to Canberra = Pposted in
Lankaweb on March 8th, 2014

Chanaka Bandarage

On Friday 7 March 2014 about 50 patriots from different parts of
Australia converged to Canberra to meet with representatives of the
UNHRC member countries located in Canberra. The delegates met
with nearly 30 such Missions located in Canberra. They also met with
the Office of Julie Bishop, Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs for
Australia, a friend of Sri Lanka.

The delegates had lengthy discussion with representatives of the
UNHRC member countries and most representatives offered signs that
their countries may not vote in favour of the proposed US Resolution in
Geneva this time. It seems many member countries are not happy with
the way the US is bringing forward such a Resolution that will not help
Sri Lanka, but will damage Sri Lanka. The proposed Resolution will be
an impediment to Sri Lanka’s economic progress, unitary
status (sovereignty) and ethnic reconciliation.

At the discussions, a Petition was handed to the representatives of the
UNHRC member countries and that of Ms Bishop’s Office and
representatives of the US/UK , Indian and Canadian
Governments.A Below, please find a copy of the said Petition:

7 March 2014

UPCOMING US SPONSORED UNHRC RESOLUTION
AGAINST SRI LANKA
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Dear Your Excellency
PREAMBLE

We, the peace loving Australians of Sri Lankan origin, wish to register
our concerns with your government through Your Excellency, in
regards to the proposed US Resolution against Sri Lanka at the March
sessions of the UNHRC. The US is seeking a probe into the human
rights violations allegedly committed by the Sri Lankan security forces,
in the last stages of the over three decades of long war in Sri Lanka
conducted by the Sri Lankan Government against the Tamil Tigers
(LTTE) -a UN designated international group (under the UN Resolution
1373 of 2002). It is disappointing that such a Resolution will be brought
forth by the US when Sri Lanka has done everything possible to restore
normalcy to those who were affected (mainly Sri Lanka’s Tamil
population) from Tamil Tiger terrorism.

THREE DECADES OF TAMIL TIGER TERRORISM

In Sri Lanka, for over 30 years, the Tamil Tigers bombed, killed and
maimed people and committed other horrendous crimes. During the
period of Tamil terrorism, Sri Lankans hardly had a day of peace,
having to suffer terrible carnage at the hands of Tamil
Tigers. Hundreds and thousands of innocent Sri Lankans died due to
Tamil Tiger terror and many thousands were maimed. Husbands and
wives did not travel together in the same train compartment (they
travelled in separate compartments) due to the fear that the train may be
bombed (a recurring occurrence at the time). They knew at least one of
them should live to provide for the children.

In 2009, the Tamil Tigers were successfully defeated by the Sri Lankan
security forces, under the leadership of the President, HE, Mahinda
Rajapaksa, with overwhelming support from the peace loving citizens
of all communities of Sri Lanka.
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It is indeed an achievement without any parallel where 21 million of Sri
Lankans were liberated from the yoke of the Tamil Tiger terror. The
Tamil Tigers held the country to ransom for many years. The whole
world witnessed on electronic media how nearly 300,000 Tamils ran
towards the Sri Lankan forces seeking shelter and protection; after
freeing themselves from the LTTE.

The US Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) in their publication dated
10 January 2008, under the title ‘Taming the Tamil Tigers’ identified
Tamil Tigers as the most dangerous and deadliest extremists among all
of the terrorist groups in the world. The Tamil Tigers invented the
suicide belt, used women in suicide attacks and extensively used child
soldiers. All the LTTE cadres wore a cyanide capsule around their
neck. The LTTE launched many civilian suicide attacks, frequent
bombings in Colombo and other major cities, attacked Sinhalese
villages in the North and the East where they raped women and killed
infants. They assassinated politicians (including scores of Tamils,
Government ministers, a Sri Lankan President and the then Indian
Prime Minister). They also committed other forms of crimes. such as,
armed robberies, human trafficking, drug peddling and money
laundering.

The Tamil Tigers had fund raising organisations established throughout
the world, especially in the West. Although the US, UK,A EU,
Canada, India, Malaysia and several other countries proscribed the
Tigers (Australia made a limited listing of them under the Charter of the
United Nations Act), it is well known that displaced LTTE members,
Tamil separatists and their sympathisers, continued with fund raising,
and used those funds to buy arms/ammunitions and war equipment to
continue with its brutal war against Sri Lanka.

Now after the war, expatriate Tamil separatists, Tamil separatist
sympathisers and their cohorts have started another war (by pen) 4€* to
exert pressure on politicians and intellectuals in their respective
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domiciled countries to garner support to achieve their final goal of
carving out a separate, racist state exclusively for the Tamils in the
North and East of Sri Lanka, the Tamil Eelam. It is estimated Tamils
constitute less than 14%, of Sri Lanka’s total population, but they claim
more than 1/3 of Sri Lanka’s landmass and % of the coastal area. In Sri
Lanka, majority of the Tamils live outside of the claimed area. it is
believed that in Greater Colombo, at least 40% of the population is
Tamil.

ADDRESSING ACCOUNTABILITY

In the aftermath of the LTTE military defeat a key allegation made
against Sri Lanka was that there were large scale Tamil civilian deaths
by the Army during the last stages of the war. The Government
correctly refused the accusations and requested those who made the
accusations to provide them with particulars.

During last stages of the war the Government soldiers refrained from
firing at the “No Fire Zone’, fearing that the civilians may be
harmed. But, Tamil Tigers continued to shell at the Army, this resulted
in many soldiers being killed effectively they sacrificed their lives to
save the lives of the Tamil civilians. The Tigers shelled and fired at the
civilians who freed themselves from their captivity. The war finally
ended on 19 May 2009 after the terrorist leader, Prabhakaran was killed
that day (the final war was started in March 2007). Prior to its Northern
operation, the Sri Lankan Forces successfully rescued thousands of
civilians from the East with minimal collateral damages. The security
forces adopted the same tactic when it came to rescuing civilians in the
North.

During the war, according to the UN spokesman in Colombo of the
time, Mr Gordon Weiss the dead civilian number was only about 7,000
(he gave these numbers in about March/April 2009), the Sri Lankan
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Government at that time rejected that high number. Mr Weiss was
asked to leave the country.

About 9 months after the war, there were claims, (mainly by Mr Weiss)
that the dead civilian number was much higher, about 40,000. In 2011,
the UN Secretary General’s advisory panel- “Darusman alleged that a
similar number may have been killed. When questioned at his book
launch in Melbourne in October 2010, Mr Weiss was unable to properly
answer how his own 7,000 figure had increased to 40,000. Under intent
questioning, Mr Weiss stated that the dead number may have been
between 10,000 - 40,000, he failed to explain properly how he arrived
at different figures at different times.

Thus, after end of the war, there had been accusations against the Sri
Lankan government of gross civilian deaths (something that was not
raised during the time of the war, including by India), but no one had
been able to say how such a number (eg 40,000) had come to be, who
were the dead people (their names, addresses, or at least who are their
living relatives), where were the dead corpses buried (the No Fire Zone
was less than a 3 sqg. km area). Documentary videos prepared by a
British TV station (Channel 4) made horrendous accusations of war
crimes against Sri Lanka but it later emerged that authenticity of the
claims made in the documentaries was highly dubious. It became
obvious that Channel 4 had deliberately concealed important
information from its viewers, allegedly used edited videos to produce
the documentaries. Channel 4 stated that the original videos provided to
them were taken using mobile phones by those who were in the
battlefront. Expert technical analysis show that some of the videos have
been made using sophisticated video cameras that have zoom lenses.
Mobile phone cameras do not have zoom lenses. On 27 February 2014
Lord Nesby stated in the British Parliament (House of Lords) that 2
people who appeared in a Channel 4 video had admitted that they
were paid by Tamil Tigers. It is a well-known fact that Channel 4 is
highly biased against Sri Lanka. The Sri Lankan Government produced
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a series of documentaries “"Lies Agreed Upon’ which correctly showed
the dubious nature of the Channel 4 documentaries.

As stated before, all those who have made allegations of horrendous
war crimes atrocities against Sri Lanka have failed to articulate the
sources of their information, details of the alleged incidents including
names of the alleged victims or their relatives and any witnesses etc.
Even the Darusman Report (UN) did not provide such information and
when questioned the UN panel refused to disclose the evidence that it
allegedly have. This placed the Sri Lankan government in a very
difficult position. It very much wanted to investigate the allegations
made against it, but those who made the allegations apart from rhetoric,
would not provide any information/evidence about them. The
Government appointed a Commission of Enquiry — Lessons Learnt and
Reconciliation Commission (LLRC); only five incidents of civilian
deaths were complained to the Commission. We believe they are now
being investigated under the Government’s National Plan of Action.

Sri Lanka’s critics have completely ignored independent and reliable
reports/sources such as the Sri Lankan Census and Statistics
Department’s Report which confirmed that the number of deaths were
around 7,000 up to the end of May 2009; they included the dead LTTE
cadres. In the last stages of the war, thousands of Tamil Tigers were
killed by the Sri Lankan government forces (to camouflage the Army,
some of them wore civilian attire). Sri Lankan forces were Killed by the
Tamil Tigers and Northern civilians died of non war related causes; so
deaths did occur in the war areas. But, the Sri Lankan Army did not
intentionally or recklessly kill Tamil civilians.

The Sri Lankan Government continues to request those who make the
blatant allegations against it to provide them with information/evidence
of the alleged atrocities. But, no one has come forward to do so (apart
from the 5 complaints to the LLRC), thus, as stated before it is currently
placed in a precarious situation..
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PROGRESS IN THE RECONCILIATION PROCESS IN SRI
LANKA

As mentioned before, soon after the conclusion of terrorism in May
2009, the Sri Lankan government appointed the LLRC and the
Government did all it could do to implement its recommendations (the
National Plan of Action). The areas of action taken by the Government,
apart from the massive infrastructure development (over US$ 3 billion
worth of projects in the North alone), included resettlement of people,
providing compensation/relief to people and implementing policies of
reconciliation.

A key progress was achieved via restoration of the democratic rights of
the people by conducting elections in the areas affected by the war
(North and the East), appointment of a Commission of Enquiry into the
alleged disappearances (in co-operation with the ICRC) and conduct of
a Census on deaths/injuries to civilians and property damages due to the
war. These achievements are further described below.

The status as at December 2013 of the Government’s progressive
actions in the North in brief are as follows (the statistics provided
hereunder are authentic and can be substantiated).

a) Tracing of missing/disappeared persons:

A survey on the tracing of missing/disappeared persons, especially
those who were forcibly abducted by the LTTE, was completed with the
corporation of the Family Tracing and Reunification (FTR) Unit of the
UNICEF.

The President, HE Mahinda Rajapaksa appointed a Commission to
investigate cases of missing persons in the Northern and Eastern
Provinces, particularly those who allegedly went missing during and
after the war. The Commission has been given the authority to conduct
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inquires and investigations as necessary, and submit a report to the
President. The President stressed the necessity to identify the persons
responsible in cases where abductions or disappearances were found to
have taken place and to take legal action where necessary.

It is noted that well over 100,000 Tamil citizens left Sri Lanka between
2007-2013, seeking refugee status in Canada, Europe, Australia, India
and some using illegal means (boat people). It has been reported that
these people have also been included in the missing persons’ lists by
those who have prepared such lists. It is estimated that about 7,000 Sri
Lankan Tamils travelled to Australia alone in boats in the past 5 years.

b) Rehabilitation of the Ex-LTTE cadres:

Out of the total of about 12,000 ex-LTTE cadres surrendered/captured,
97% have already been rehabilitated and released to the society. A
further 2% is currently under rehabilitation. This gesture alone shows
that the Government is keen on rehabilitation rather than
retribution. This also rebuts the accusation that the Government
deliberately killed Tamil civilians; if wanted, it could have easily Killed
those captured LTTE cadres.

c) Resettlement of IDPs:

Out of the total of 224,432 Tamil families who were residing in
temporary accommodation 96.9% have already been resettled. There
are 22,134 Muslims registered for resettlement in the Northern Province
and are in the process of being resettled. Out of the 100,000 Sinhalese
displaced from the Northern province since early 1980s, about 90% are
still living in areas outside of the Northern Province.

d) Re-establishing of democracy:
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Presidential, Parliamentary, Local Government and Provincial Council
elections were held since the eradication of terrorism. A Tamil political
party (TNA) won the election and are currently governing the Northern
province.

e) Land released by Security Forces and the reduction of troops:

Out of the 34.561 acres of private lands occupied by the security forces,
78% has already been released. The army battalions have been reduced
from 152 to 104 since May 2009. These numbers continue to come
down.

f) Demining

According to the data available up to September 2013, only 4.2% of
land is yet to be cleared.

g) LLRC

Some of the recommendations of the LLRC require an
evolving/progressive consensus among the ethnic, religious, regional
and political diversity of the nation, the Government has commenced
grassroot level activities to achieve these.

AN APPEAL TO YOUR EXCELLENCY

Considering the gravity and enormity of the conflict, we say that the
goal for full reconciliation cannot be achieved within a short period of
time. Quick fixes and ad hoc policies in the guise of resolving
problems (especially as enunciated by powerful external elements) will
in reality acerbate the problems. All solutions to the conflict must arise
within the framework of a united Sri Lanka, and they must be authentic,
indigenous and acceptable to all peoples of Sri Lanka.
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Since ending the war, Sri Lanka has taken great strides to address
concerns raised by the international community. Sri Lanka has always
been willing and able to listen to the international critique and has
adjusted its policies accordingly. Given that Sri Lanka has co-operated
well with the international community and has taken genuine attempts
to redress grievances of the minority Tamils, Sri Lanka should not be
subjected to harsh measures by the UNHRC member nations in March
this year. There is absolutely no requirement to conduct an
international investigation to the alleged civilian deaths/human rights
violations in Sri Lanka. Demanding an enquiry only to investigate the
conduct of the war in the last stages of the war has no rational. What
about the atrocities committed by the LTTE and the alleged atrocities
committed by an occupying foreign Army during the 30+ years of the
war? Why should those atrocities go un-investigated?

It is only the wearer who knows wherein the shoe that pinches. In Sri
Lanka, it is its people who have the tragic war experiences. It is Sri
Lankans who know what it meant to live under the clutches of brutal
terrorism. It is Sri Lankans who defeated terrorism using their own
skills and resources (when Sri Lanka was winning the war in 2009,
some powerful nations tried to stop it). It is Sri Lankans who should
dictate the future pathway of their country, not outsiders, who have
little or no understanding of Sri Lanka.

The emergence of the new Sri Lanka that dawned after 19 May 2009
should change lives for all Sri Lankans for better. True everything that
happened in Sri Lanka after the war in the past 4 years may not be
perfect, yet, Sri Lanka has moved forward. Sri Lankans want to
continue that forward march so that they can build a rich, harmonious,
peaceful Sri Lanka for all Sri Lankans. Already Tamils, Muslims,
Sinhalese and Burghers live like the children of one mother in Sri
Lanka. This settled peace must not be disturbed.
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Adverse outside forces should not be allowed to come and interfere
with the intricate way of Sri Lankan life. Again, they should not be
allowed to destroy Sri Lanka’s recent gains after winning of the war.
The proposed US Resolution should be looked in that perspective. It is
a reckless attempt to unduly interfere into Sri Lanka’s internal affairs
and a measure to stop its forward march. It is important to note
Australia’s excellent policy on Sri Lanka — engage, not isolate/punish
Sri Lanka.

The best way to assist Sri Lanka is to provide her with financial, moral
and other assistance. And include Sri Lanka fully in world affairs. At
the Tokyo Summit in 2002, the international community pledged to
assist Sri Lanka with a rebuilding fund (like the post-World War 11
Marshal Plan) worth over $US 4.5 billion. These pledges were not met
with. After the war, Sri Lanka borrowed monies (about US$ 7-8 billion)
at high interest rates. Most of the monies were used to build new
infrastructure for their Tamil brethren in the North and East. Many large
scale infrastructure projects are in the pipeline.

In the recent past, the Sri Lankan Government conducted negotiations
with South Africa and the two countries agreed to work together to
resolve the outstanding issues, including the West’s demand to establish
an international Commission of Enquiry to investigate the alleged war
crimes. We say that the international community must give this new
initiative a chance to succeed than giving deference to the proposed US
Resolution.

Before casting your country’s valuable vote at the UNHRC sessions in
Geneva in March 2014, we humbly request you to carefully consider all
the factors outlined herein. A vote in favour of the US Resolution (ie
against Sri Lanka) or an absent vote will have the huge impact of
derailing all the gains achieved after winning the most brutal, recent
civil war of the world. The US Resolution will damage the substantial
achievements that Sri Lanka has gained over the past 4+ years
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especially in relation to ethnic reconciliation, ethnic harmony and
economic development. Even a section of Senators within the US are
opposed to the US Resolution.

The US Resolution will polarise the Sinhalese and Tamil communities,
not unite them. Sri Lankans are determined to make their beautiful
country the Wonder of Asia, we ask you to cast your country’s vote
against the US Resolution (ie vote in favour of Sri Lanka) in Geneva, so
that this dream of the 21 million Sri Lankans will become a reality.
Again, please note that a vote in favour of the US Resolution or
abstaining from voting means sending Sri Lanka backwards.

We kindly ask you to forward this Petition to your foreign office and
the UNHRC post in Geneva.

We thank you very much.

1) Sri Lanka Support Group-Australia and Global

2) Society for Peace, Unity and Human Rights in Sri Lanka VIC
3) Society for Peace, Unity and Human Rights in Sri Lanka-NSW
4) Australian Federation of Sri Lankan Associations-NSW

5) Sinhala Cultural Association of Australia Inc ACT

6) United Australians of Sri Lankan Organizations- VIC

7) Sri Lankans Against Terrorism NSW

8) Veera Parakramabahu Foundation NSW

9) Sinhala Cultural and Community Services Foundation Inc VIC
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10) Society for Peace, Unity and Human Rights in Sri Lanka-QLD
11) Society for Peace, Unity and Human Rights in Sri Lanka- WA
12) Only One Lanka, ACT

Contact Person and Convener:

Chanaka Bandarage, Lawyer, President, Sri Lanka Support Group, GPO
Box 3004, Canberra ACT 2601, Australia. Ph
srilaankasupportgroup@bigpond.com

18 Responses to “Convergence of Patriots to Canberra -new”

1. Mr. Bernard Wijeyasingha Says:
Since it is now obvious working with the accusers to come to some mutual
understanding is almost impossible Sri Lanka has to act independent of them.
Seek out those elements within Sri Lanka who ....

2. Nanda Says:
Live: Terrorism fears grow after discovery that TWO passengers on missing
Malaysia Airlines flight were using STOLEN passports

3. Lorenzo Says:
Good work BUT these govt.s will NOT change their decision due to what we
say NOW.

4, Sooriarachi Says:

We should be and will be ever grateful to these Sri Lankan Societies and
members of these societies,

5. Sooriarachi Says:
Sorry, the Daily News editorial extract in my previous comments, is only the
3 lines section typed within quotes, and the rest below it are my own
observations and comments.
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Chanaka B Says:
Lorenzo, it’s not all over; there is scope to garner votes to us, given the new
US draft Resolution. ....

Lorenzo Says:
CB,
We FULLY support your moves. FANTASTIC!
Anyway better late than never! Good luck!

Chanaka B Says:
Lorenzo, the US put out its Resolution only last week — Wednesday; as you
can see it is a much diluted Resolution. The previously strong rhetoric is
gone. It is possible they might further amend it; so we have a chance to
lobby. The countries will not just vote, they want to see what’s in the
Resolution. I still think the Resolution can be defeated. It will be a BIG win
then.

Sooriarachi Says:
I think the USA is very cunning and has deliberately watered down the
resolution to ask only .....

Chanaka B Says:
The UK Govt was adamant that if Sri Lanka failed to establish a local
commission of enquiry, they want an international enquiry established this
year. They need to explain why they now like to settle for something less,
given that the allegations are extremely serious. Are they implying they
themselves are unsure of the allegations?

Christie Says:
Thanks for all the good work.

Christie Says:
When it comes to the Western nations it is .....

. Says:
Bandu Says;
Dear Chanaka,

Thank you for the final text of the Petition handed over to Heads of Mission
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in Canberra. | note that slightly different versions were handed over to
different  Hs/M.  That’s  good.  Australia  was the  best
place to take such an initiative as the Ausie govt is supportive ofSL’s efforts
and fully understands the need for time forreconciliation which is no easy
task for any country after a longdebilitating war against a ruthless terrorist
outfit.Australian govt’s stance can make an impression on Hs/M present
there.l wish similar efforts were made in other Capitals. Thanks for
thisexcellent initiative which | have observed as a former SL diplomat
whoserved a long time in Australia as Deputy HC and acting H/C for a good
part of the time. Pl convey my appreciation to other groups which co-
operated.

Chanaka B Says:
Bandu, Australia was a co-sponsor of the US Resolutions in previous years.
The fact that they are not doing that this year itself is a major victory for us

Nanda Says:
CB,
Good work. Since they are hanging on to the ropes, it is the time now to
knock out the buggers.

Chanaka B Says:
Nanda, if we win in Geneva this time, it will be equally important as winning
the war on 19/5/09

Christie Says:
Hi all I am sure Australia got a new government in September last year.

Nanda Says:
CB,

Even if we win , if it is on the assumption that LLRC rubbish and 13A will
be implemented OR some South African nonsense introduced accepting a
false Tamil Land, it is the same as RanNils CFA, not 190509.

douglas Says:
Mr. Chanaka Bandarage: You said “we failed in 2012 & 2013 at UNHRC”
and “2014 could be a close call”. We know why we failed two times and also

know where we are heading. In this background there is a “Proposal” (NOT
MINE) as follows:-
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1. “An Army Take Over” of the administration of the country.
2. “To establish Sri Lanka as a UNITARY SINHALA BUDDHIST
COUNTRY”

What is your considered opinion of the above proposals as a way to get out of
this messy situation?

| tried to oppose it and got my “Identity” changed to “LTTE+UNP”. Anyway
that should not concern you.

Appreciate your thoughts. Thank you.

Chanaka B Says:
First of all let me say this — none of us are perfect. In life, we all need good
counsel. A good frind will always give good counsel. Some of the counsel
may sound bitter, but the friend (like a loving father), will still give them, as
they are given with good intent to genuinely help the friend. Good friends
know they should agree to disagree. This rationale applies to giving advice to
the Government. A patriot will always give good counsel to the Government
always in good faith. The advice may sometimes sound unpalatable, the
Government being an intelligent body, will accept them to consider.

Slinging mud at a person or a Government in a public forum in the guise of
giving advice is unacceptable.

Criticism should always be constructive, not personal.
Kumar, | am glad you are satisfied with my answer.

It is great to hear from two Patriotic Giants; Charles and Douglas. Let me
reply to Charles first.

Yes, Charles I did state “ Since 1980 or so our country has become very
corrupt. ” Please note the adjective ‘very’. I added it purposely.

Not only DS Senanayake, | think even Kothalawela was accused of
corruption. NM was implicated having a pecuniary interest in a private
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graphite mine. DS Senanayake, a Great Leader — Father of the Nation, is
credited with introducing nepotism to our politics.

I agree 13th Amendment is a difficult issue to the Government. It was not a
creation of this Government; part of JR’s legacy.

| agree Sri Lanka need not be a Singapore, we have more resources than
Singapore. Singapore is just a commercial hub — in a way a concrete jungle.
We have an ancient civilization going back to 2500+ years! Our giant tanks,
lush green vegetation, beautiful beaches, wildlife — the resources are endless.
But, if we want to be the ‘Miracle of Asia’, we have to curb corruption,
mismanagement, maladministration etc and must always maintain sound
economic policies (macro and micro). Singapore is a good role model to us in
this regard. They are so developed, largely because of less corruption and
fine administration.

By the way Charles we have a list of names to go to Geneva (just a draft only
at this stage). There are some Great Names in it including a patriotic
commentator from this Geneva blog. Because you live in close proximity to
Geneva (France), would you be interested to include in the team? You will be
a fine member. Briefly | have set it out in the article the type of activities that
the team would do in Geneva. But, largely it will be conducting talks with the
representatives of the 47 states.

Douglas, that proposal (I know it cannot come from a person like you!) is not
worth even discussing. A waste of time.

Lorenzo Says:
Doglas is showing his petty ........eeeeee.
Lorenzo Says:

Charles, With 2/3 in parliament why is the government hesitating to SCRAP
13 amendment? It has given SL enough problems already. NEW
PROBLEMS come in every day from 13 amendment.

Lorenzo Says:
Kumar, Accept there are exceptions.



22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

202

douglas Says:
Mr. Chanaka Bandarage:

Thank you for your response. In regard to this question | posed to you, please
read the presentation made by Mr. C.Wijayawickrama in CT (Colombo
Telegraph) today. He refers to the speech made by Mr. Wigneswaran on
January 5th 2014 at the inauguration of the SOS Children Village, in that, he
(Mr.Wigneswaran) too stresses the cry of a so called “UNITARY SINHALA
BUDDHIST COUNTRY”.

Lorenzo Says:
Of course SL iS @ vuueeernenennns

Lorenzo Says:
CB,

Please COORDINATE with the GOSL delegation. We don’t want to confuse
the UNHRC and 47 states with TWO DIFFERENT versions of the PRO-SL
position.

Chanaka B Says:
We don’t need a military led Government

The country, Sri Lanka, has a Sinhala Buddhist foundation. It does not mean
other races cannot live there. We all must live in One Nation, Sri Lanka; like
the children of One Mother. All the Sinhalese and majority of Tamils in Sri
Lanka want this, except few separatist like the TNA. Tamil Diaspora is now
the main problem

Lorenzo, on this Geneva issue, yes, we will work in close co-operation with
the Government

Chanaka B Says:
Lorenzo, those UNHRC country representatives are seasoned diplomats.
They will not get confused. | belive they must have met so many Tamil
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Diaspora teams. The problem is that we Sinhalese (Sinhala Diaspora) are
lagging behind. Given our numbers and the caliber of people we have, rather
than be on the last carriage, we should be driving the train

Lorenzo Says:
CB,

Absolutely! All the best.

douglas Says:
Chanaka B: You are on the correct path. Please proceed, unconcerned of this
“Military Take Over” and “Unitary Sinhala Buddhist Country” theories
spread by the LTTE Diaspora and its agents, that would poison the minds of
those UNHRC country representatives.

GOOD LUCK.

Chanaka B Says:
If a Sri Lankan Diaspora team goes to Geneva in March ( a long way off at
the moment), it will be a separate delegation. They will be our friends; but,
the Government team will conduct its own lobbying, negotiations etc.

Nanda Says:
It is good if “Sri Lankan Diaspora ” consists of Sinhala Buddhist, Sinhala
Others and Tamils too.

Any chance to get a Good Tamil or Two ? Lorenzo ? Nalliah Thayabaran ?
Kantha ?

SA Kumar Says:
Lorenzo
Reson for this exception these few never identify as Tamils or any other
community they identify geneuvinly Sri Lanka ! so They have no problm one
more advandage they speck fuluant Sinhala !

douglas Says:
Please refer to the article (para 2 of the Introduction) of Mr. Wijayawickrama
in Lanka Web today.
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Charles Says:
Thnk you Douglas for highlighting the present dilemma Sri Lanka is in and
what is appropiate to do instead of writing nonsense which will put Sri Lanka
further into the boiling couldron

aloy Says:
NPC’s CM is a creation of MR against the wishes and appeals of many

commentators in this website. If he now cries foul and threaten to take the
regime to UNHCR who is to be blamed?. We all have rights to write and
comment about ‘my’ country. But those living in it has more rights to
complain about the law and order situation than those living in London or
Paris as they are the people exposed to the dangers posed by drug addicts and
criminals.

a wonderful” job?. And is that not the fault of the regime that implemented it
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Navatkuli Sinhala Village attacked on
Saturday 10 August 2013 at 930 pm

Posted in Lankaweb on August 11th, 2013

Chanaka Bandarage, Sri Lanka Support
Group

It is regrettable to note that the Navatkuli Sinhala village (the Sinhalese
settlement 6 km south of Jaffna) had been bombed on Saturday 10
August 2013.

Miraculously no one had been injured.

A bomb had been thrown at the Navatkuli Buddhist temple at about 930
pm, during which time the main priest (in his mid-eighties) and the 2"
monk had been inside the temple. They were spending their ©¢f season
inside the temple. A devotee (leader of the Navatkuli Sinhalese village)
had just finished offering flowers to Lord Buddha in the Buddhist
Shrine and had stepped out of the temple (about 5 minutes before the
bomb blast).

The bomb had been thrown inside the temple from outside of the
village.

Fortunately, the bomb had not landed inside the temple. It had bounced
on an iron mesh and hit outside wall of the temple. The wall had been
badly damaged.

After the bomb blast, due to shock, the elderly monk had developed
diahoria. He has somewhat recovered now. Most of the other Sinhalese
villagers are extremely shocked and they do not know what to do next.
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There is an Army camp adjoining the Navatkuli Sinhala village; the
bomber had managed to evade Army surveillance of the village.

Now the Buddhist temple and the villagers have been provided with
security.

Recently the Electricity Board had disconnected the electricity
connection to the village alleging it was not legal. Now the villagers
live in dark (for the last two months). Due to this, there exists a major
security risk for them in the night. When the bomb had blasted, the
village had been in dark except for the few faintly lit kerosene lamps in
the temple and people’s sheds .

Due to lack of electricity, the villagers are even unable to charge their
mobile phones. Without mobile phones, they have absolutely no contact
with the outside world.

As they have no employment, the villagers are destitute. They have no
source of income. They do not have money to pay for a new electricity
connection.

Most of the times, the monks eat dana with rice and vegetables. Very
seldom would they get to eat fresh fruits.

There are few toilets for the village, built by the villagers recently. The
villagers live in ram shackled tin roofed sheds. In the night it is easy for
someone to throw a bomb inside the sheds through gaps on walls, and
flee. More children have come to live with the parents during these
school holidays.

Villagers say it is normal for unknown people to throw stones into the
village. Even just prior to bombing, stones have been thrown on the
temple tin roof. On that occasion, the villagers had thought they were
droppings from nearby coconut trees.
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Soon after the war, about 3,000 displaced Northern Sinhalese returned
to Navatkuli and surrounding areas, now only a very few are left there.
All of them returned to the South as there was no relief provided to
them by the authorities, unlike to the Tamil UDIs.

Earlier in the year, a TNA MP had visited Navatkuli and stated to the
Sinhalese villagers that they must leave the Navatkuli settlement:

www.youtube.com/watch?v=fKfrUS—twls

According to Navatkuli Sinhalese villagers, it could be Tamil
separatists who have thrown the bomb at them but they have absolutely
no clue as to who has actually done it. They believe it may have been an
attempt to harm the Buddhist monks and the villagers who were inside
the temple at the time.

Again, they do not know the exact person who threw the bomb. The
culprits remain at large.

Later on Sunday (11 August), a second bomb was found by STF,
hidden in a tin shed 4 or 5 meters behind the temple. This bomb had
been de-fused.

If separatists are treating the Sinhalese this way when the Central
Government is still in control of the North, what can one expect from
TNA when TNA assumes the control of the North? (it is not alleged
that TNA is behind the bombing).

There are a few Sinhalese settlements in the North. Most of them are
Sinhalese who have been born and bred mostly in the North. Of the
Navatkuli villagers, everyone speaks fluent Tamil and their ancestors
have lived in Jaffna. Some were the famous Bakers of Jaffna who
provided bread to the whole of Jaffna before the troubles began in the
70s (like the Nawatkuli Sinhalese group leader.
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It is estimated that in the 70s at least 100,000 Sinhalese lived in the
North with about 24,000 in Jaffna. Today the number is miniscule and
those Sinhalese who wish to return to their ancestral lands have not
received any incentive.

Earlier in the year, there had been demonstrations in Tamilnadu about
the Nawatkuli Sinhalese Village, where some Tamilnadu leaders have
participated.

Some Muslims have managed to return to the North, especially to
Mannar, but many are still stranded in the South, especially in places
like Puttalam.

We have fears for the of Navatkuli residents. Next time, they may not
be this fortunate.

The international community would not comment about the rights of
these unfortunate people, usual residents of Jaffna who have returned to
their native land after the war.

WE AGAIN ASK THE GOVERNMENT NOT TO HOLD THE NPC
ELECTION THAT WILL GIVE POWER TO TNA (SEE OUR
MEDIA RELEASE BELOW, DATED 8 AUGUST 2013). THE ONLY
SOLUTION IS TO ABOLISH ALL THE PROVINCIAL COUNCILS
BY WAY OF A NATIONWIDE REFERENDUM. THIS IS THE
ONLY WAY TO PROTECT MOTHER LANKA (AND THE
SINHALESE LIVING IN THE NORTH).

Those who wish to assist Navatkuli residents, please contact:

srilankasupportgroup@bigpond.com

13 Responses to “Navatkuli Sinhala Village attacked on Saturday 10 August
2013 at 930 pm”
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Lorenzo
It is the duty of the govt. to look after them.

Lorenzo
Govt. should ...........

Mr. Bernard Wijeyasingha
After reading the article what is apparent is that those who

Susantha Wijesinghe
HERE WE GO AGAIN.......

Sampath
........ I am sorry for the Buddhist priest ............

ranjit
August 12th, 2013 at 2:02 am
I am very sad to hear all these stories.........

callistus
Susantha Wijesinghe’s comment is important.............eee..

Lorenzo
Agree with SW....

Indrajith
It is very important to..............

Fran Diaz
Lorenzo, | agree with you.....

Senevirath
Killing PRABHA ...........

Susantha Wijesinghe
................. AS TO WHY HE THREATENED ........

Says:

Says:

Says:

Says:

Says:

Says:

Says:

Says:

Says:

Says:

Says:

Says:
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Legal Action seems the only way available to protect
mother Lanka

Chanaka Bandarage, Sri Lanka Support Group,
Australia

It seems all the protests and demonstrations against the 13" Amendment
have come to no avail. The Government will hold the Northern
Provincial Council (NPC) election on Friday, 21 September 2013, with
the current provisions of the 13" Amendment intact.

The Government states like the eight other provincial councils, the
NPC, once formed will also not receive the Police and Land powers.

All Governments since inception of the 13" Amendment in 1987
suppressed giving Police and Land powers to provincial governments.
This has been a good move.

It is refreshing to note that the current Government will also carry out
this policy.

But, will the Government t be able to sustain the policy, when it will be
under enormous international pressure to give those two powers to the
TNA led NPC? The writer believes it is unlikely.

The moment Wigneswaran comes to power, he will ask for the two
powers — Police and Land. When the Government refuses to give
them, the TNA and Tamil Diaspora will initiate a massive international
campaign. That campaign will be different to the massive international
campaign they launched worldwide during the last stages of the war;
that campaign somewhat ended with the death of Prabhakaran and the
fall of Nanthikadal. Wigneswaran has already indicated that his
government will work closely with the international community, ie,
India and the West (note, Foreign Affairs is not a power that he will
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have under the 13™ Amendment — this shows his clear intention to
disregard the Constitution).

India and the West will take the side of the TNA and will impose
pressure on the Government until those powers are fully given. They
may make threats to Sri Lanka such as imposing economic sanctions,
threat to take the country’s leaders to the War Crimes Tribunal in the
Hague, suspend Sri Lanka from the Commonwealth, vote against Sri
Lanka at the UNHCR sessions in Geneva or at the UN General
Assembly and the threat (bogus) that India will invade Sri Lanka.

No doubt the current Presidnet will bravely resist the demand to
handover the Police and Land powers to the TNA led provincial
government, but under intense international pressure, it is unlikely that
such resistance can be sustained forever (this applies to any future
Presidnet). The unfortunate thing will be that at that time, it will be too
late to abolish the 13"™ Amendment. Such action will clearly be seen as
an act against the Tamil people who had elected their own provincial
government.

In 1987, the then President JR Jayawardane succumbed to immense
Indian pressure and agreed to sign the Indo-Lanka pact (after placin%
the whole country under curfew), which led to the enactment of the 13"
Amendment. Presidnet Premadasa was brave to demand India to
withdraw the IPKF from Sri Lanka, and India had no choice but to
comply. The current President was brave to withstand the pressure put
on him by the West during last stages of the war.

But, on this issue, when the two powers are already set out in the
Constitution (13" Amendment) as Concurrent Powers to be shared with
the provincial governments (in the event of inconsistency provincial
council laws will prevail over the federal government laws, to the extent
of inconsistency); and India being architect of the 13" Amendment
who openly advocates the full implementation of the 13" Amendment,
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it will be very difficult for any President to resist such a worldwide
pressure. That pressure will be different to what the President
experienced in 2009 to stop the war.

Wigneswaran has already stated his provincial council without Land
and Police powers will be a toothless tiger. He along with his TNA
members will fight to their last resource to obtain the full powers or
more, granted to them under the Constitution.

Some of the dangers of giving the Police and Land Powers to a
future NPC led by a separatist group like the TNA:

Police Powers

A Police Officer of one province cannot enter another Province
without the permission of the Chie Minister of the other
Province (Central Government Police Officers (Federal) would
not even be able to wear their uniforms when they enter another
province. So, if a Federal Police officer enters the Northern
Province (under permission granted by the NPC Chief Minister),
they will have to remove the federal uniform, and wear civilian
clothes.

The Provincial Police Commission will be controlled by the
Chief Minister of the Province, it will be the Chief Minister who
will appoint the provincial government DIG, not the Presidnet.
To the NPC Police force, TNA will appoint personnel that will
speak Tamil only (including ex-Tigers). The TNA Police Force,
that will bear arms, will effectively be another military force. If
the Sri Lankan military will remain in the North (unlikely), it is
possible that confrontation may occur between the two armed
forces.
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It will be very difficult for the Central Government Police Force
(Federal) to investigate alleged offences by the country’s
citizens. That will be the duty of the provincial councils
(imagine having 9 separate Police forces in tiny Sri Lanka!).
The Central Government Police force (Federal) will become a
minute Police force who will be confined to duties in federal
institutions like the airports (2), ports (about 4 or 5), defence
installations (many), federal Parliament, Foreign Ministry,
Supreme Court, Post Offices and Customs etc. A person who
would commit a crime in the South (eg. a person like Pottu
Amman), who would mastermind a range of criminal activities
like bomb blasts in Colombo, can flee to the North and stay
hiding there. Only the Northern Police can arrest him. The
Federal Police will have to seek an ‘extradition order’ from the
NPC Chief Minister to prosecute the offender in the South.

Land Powers

The TNA provincial government will be able to sell, transfer,
lease, mortgage, donate, and acquire land anyway it likes within
the province. This is exactly what the LTTE fought for.
Currently these powers exclusively vest with the Central
Government.

Once the TNA wins the NPC, it will be almost impossible for
any person in the South to live in the North. This will be a
grossly unfair situation for the Sinhalese — the South of Sri
Lanka is jam-packed with an ever-growing population. There is
hardly any space left in the South for human expansion. The
only areas available for future human habitation/expansion is in
the Northern and Eastern provinces.
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The future TNA Government will seriously discriminate against
the Sinhalese. They will not allow the former Sinhalese in the
Northto re-settle (about 100,000).

The NPC government can even block the Sinhalese from
travelling to the North entirely, even though freedom of
movement is enunciated in the Constitution.

Once TNA comes to power the Sinhalese currently living in the
North can be chased away. There are pockets of Sinhalese
settlements in the North — these people have lived in the North
for generations. The TNA MP Mr Suresh Premchandran
recently threatened the Sinhalese who are resettled in Navatkuli
Village near Jaffna (6 km from Jaffna) that they must return to
the South. This is a forewarning as to what we can expect from
a future TNA government. Will S and M (two brave female
Sinhalese women of Navatkuli) and their compatriots who have
lived in Jaffna since birth (with intermittent spells of time away
from the North), be expelled from the North by the TNA? it is
worth observing these post -election developments.

Many Northern Sinhalese are living under licenses issued to
them by the Land Reforms Commission (LRC). The TNA
Provincial Council with Land Power will be able to revoke these
licenses, and chase the Sinhalese away. Past experience show
that the international community will not show any concern or
empathy towards the Sinhalese when they are harassed and/or
discriminated against by the Tamils (ie, the LTTE).

With the TNA in power in the North, it will be possible for
them to provide easy passage to such enemies of Sri Lanka like
Vyko, Nedumaram, and Seaman et al, who advocate secession
of Sri Lanka, even to set up para military style camps in the
North. It is not a secret that Vyiko and Nedumaram had wanted
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to establish such camps in Sri Lanka. Nedumaram had been to
Sri Lanka several times in boats (without a visa). He wined and
dined with Prabhakaran and returned to Tamilnadu, without
getting caught by the Navy. The distance he had to travel was a
mere 30 km.

Once TNA is in power, possibly due to international pressure,
the Sri Lankan military may likely to be confined to Northern
barracks or they could be withdrawn mostly from the North.
Though the Government will resist these demands, the
international pressure will be so huge, it is unlikely that the
Government will be able to withstand them.

Boatloads of illegal immigrants can freely sail from India to Sri
Lanka. Some can come in the guise of fishermen. The illegal
migration of Tamils into Sri Lanka is not an old phenomenon, it
has happened since time immemorial. Chola and Magha were
some of them, in fact, invaders. Then the Kallathonis, who come
even now. This activity can flourish once the Land and Police
powers are vested with the future Northern provincial
governments.

It will be very easy for these Tamilnadu illegal immigrants
(there are 70 million Tamils in Tamilnadu) to obtain Sri Lankan
citizenship. It is well known that the Tamil separatists are
masters in producing forged documents. Even in today’s Sri
Lanka, one can prepare a National Identity Card (NIC) even
from home. As far as the writer is aware, the name on the NIC is
still handwritten. For the illegal immigrant, it will be just a
matter of writing their name on the photocopied yellow NIC
paper and then laminate it — then they have the Sri Lankan NIC!
Armed with that and the forged Birth Certificate, they can apply
to obtain the Sri Lankan Passport . If a higher fee is paid, it will
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be issued within 24 hours! (this alone shows that the documents
may not be thoroughly checked before issuing the Passports).

e It is true document fraud happens everywhere in the world, but,
in Sri Lanka we deal with master crooks, who until few years
ago were engaged in the most brutal terrorist activities of the
entire world. As opposed to other countries, sadly there is very
little criminal prosecution in Sri Lanka for such forgery (the
writer has heard stories that there are Maldivians (and
Pakistanis) living in Sri Lanka illegally, using the system above
mentioned and other methods; he is unable to confirm the
authenticity of the stories.

Once the Government gives those powers (Land and Police), that will
be the end of One Sri Lanka.

Apart from the above Police and Land powers, the separatist NPC can
discriminate against the Sinhalese living in the North on the grounds of
Health (withholding medicine etc to Sinhala area hospitals), Education
(step- motherly treatment to Sinhalese schools, teaching fake Tamil
Elam history etc), Roads (not maintaining roads in Sinhala villages),
Transport (non- provision of public transport to the Sinhalese). The
ways to discriminate the Sinhalese are unending.

Furthermore, just like how the Tigers ran them, the separatist NPC
government will have the power to run their own Courts (they can have
their own Attorney General, Solicitor General, Judges etc), Banks,
Railway and Bus stations, Fisheries Harbours, Radio /TV Stations etc.
The TNA government will have powers to legislate on such important
areas as the Environment, Sports, Irrigation, Rivers, Lakes, Wildlife,
Forestry, Cultural Affairs, Agriculture and National Heritage etc.

Given the enormous international support they have (ie, from India and
the West), having the above powers alone (sans the Police and Land
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powers), the TNA led NPC may be able to make a successful UDI
(Unilateral Declaration of Independence). This is how Kosovo was
accepted as a new nation — a declaration of independence by a group of
people. The main criteria for Kosovo’s formation and the recognition of
the Baltic nations (Croatia, Bosnia, Albania etc) was the West’s
perceived bias against Serbia (similar to what Sri Lanka is currently
facing).

The development of international law (both customary and codified); is
so western centric, we live in an era where new nations are constantly
being created at the whim and fancy of the West. Note the new nations
that emerged since the World War 2 — Israel, Taiwan (true, like Kosovo,
it is still not UN recognized), Pakistan, Bangladesh, South Sudan, East
Timor, Eritrea, Sikkim (now part of India), Falklands (now part of the
UK), Puerto Rico (part of the US since 1917), Reunion Island (now part
of France), South Ossetia, Abkhazia, Ingushetia, Georgia and Kosovo.
Then, all the new nations that emerged from the breakup of the former
Soviet Union. As it has no Western support, Palestine is still a non-
nation.

Thus, as also stated by the writer in a previous Media Release,
Wigneswaran may make a UDI even without those two powers. It is
expected that the TNA will gain more than 75% of the vote at the
forthcoming election. It has already stated they will ask the world to
consider the NPC election result as a Referendum for a separate Tamil
State in Sri Lanka; true they are very cautious as to what they say now,
before the election, but they will loudly demand for the recognition of
Tamil Eelam after their historic, grand victory — on Friday 21
September 2013.
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India will be the first country to accept Tamil Eelam as a new nation,
the West will follow suit.

One may say these predictions are farfetched and fanciful.

The future is formed from events in the past and present. One can
predict the future by studying them, also using his/her visionary skills.

The readers will agree that giving the North to a group of people who
have openly stated that they do not believe in a unitary Sri Lanka (this
is exactly what the TNA has been saying until very recently), and that
they actively advocate secession, is akin to handing over the care of
chooks to the fox (or using another parable, placing Dracula in charge
of the Blood Bank).

Even V Perumal during his very short spell as the Chef Minister did not
hesitate to make a UDI (Unilateral Declaration of Independence); true
he failed. This shows the sheer desperation and urgency the separatist
Tamils have to carve out a separate nation within Sri Lanka. The TNA
is worse than Perumal (we should not forget they were the LTTE proxy
in the parliament). Already, Sampanthan is a highly regarded statesman
worldwide. Upon formation of the Tamil Eelam, sometime later in the
future, it is highly likely he will be award the Nobel Peace Prize. He
will thereafter be treated by the world (ie, the West, who 'run' today’s
world) like Tutu, Suu Kyi, Dalai Lama etc.

On the last occasion the Tamil UDI failed because India did not
recognize it. But today’s India is much different. As stated before, India
will be the first to recognize new Tamil Eelam (it may be called by a
different name). Irrespective of whether the Congress or BJP are in
power — it is the best way for them to win the Tamil vote and the
Tamilnadu vote is crucial for both parties to form a majority
government. There is no material benefit for an Indian political party to
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take the side of the Sinhalese, who are about 15 million in population
and confined only to Sri Lanka.

In 1991 or so, the then President, Premadasa was able to very quickly
invoke Article 154] of the Constitution to dissolve Perumal’s
government  (this provision , the only one available, allows the
dissolution of a Provincial Council, using the Central Government’s
‘Public Security Ordinance’ based on threat to the country's security
owing to war or external aggression or armed rebellion). This time it is
doubtful whether or not the President Rajapaksa (or a different
President ) would be able to dissolve the future Northern Provincial
Council using the Article 154J. That time President Premadasa used it
because Perumal tried to mobilse the province’s 15,000 strong police
force like an ‘Army’, but this time the calling of the UDI by
Wigneswaran (under the able leadership of Sampanthan) will be an
entirely peaceful act. Furthermore, once the new nation is recognized
by several important countries like India, the US, the UK, Canada etc,,
Sri Lanka will not be able to do anything to oppose the recognition (like
the Kosovo case).

The beauty of it will be that like Kosovo and many other new states, the
Sri Lankan Tamils will also get their long desired state (Tamil Eelam),
without a single bullet being fired.

If we stop the mechanism ( the vehicle) that will bring TNA to power
(the NPC Election), we can at least for the moment stop the Tamil
Eelam being formed. The only avenue available at the moment
seems legal action, to be initiated in the Supreme Court. If an injunction
or other similar Order can be obtained from the Supreme Court to
postpone the election (due to Article 80 (3) of the Constitution, it is
impossible to challenge the unlawful enactment of the 13" Amendment
in 1987), that process will assist the government also, which is now
embroiled in the preparations to host the CHOGM in November. As
things currently stand, it will be very difficult for the Government to
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postpone the NPC election or abolish the 13" Amendment ( by way of
a 2/3 vote in the parliament or by Referendum) prior to CHOGM. If
these actions are now undertaken, CHOGM leaders may boycott the
summit and Sri Lanka may be suspended from the Commonwealth.
True, Sri Lanka should not be concerned about them - preventing the
TNA or similar separatist outfit, who are hell-bent on creating the Tamil
Eelam after gaining the NPC power, is the most important need of the
country - a matter that goes to the country’s sovereignty, than hosting
the CHOGM, which has no relevance to 21* century Sri Lanka, or for
that matter any other 3" world Commonwealth nation. But, since the
Government does not want to muddy the waters, it is better if the Order
to postpone the election is made by the Supreme Court, an independent
arm of the Government. Then, no one can apportion blame on the
Government, and CHOGM leaders would understand this. There are
several grounds available to challenge the holding of the NPC election
in September in the Supreme Court.

Once CHOGM s over, rather than holding the NPC election with the
current 13" Amendment intact, the country can be well protected if the
election is held after abolishing the Police and Land powers from the
Constitution, or totally abolishing the 13" Amendment by way of a
nationwide Referendum (as enunciated in our numerous Media
Releases, the latter is the best solution for the country). The total
abolishment will mark the end of the entire provincial council system -
all of the nine provincial councils, who are nothing else but huge white
elephants.

Finally - it was thanks to late HL De Silva, Eminent Counsel, that we
won the previous Supreme Court case; otherwise the North and East are
still merged. Always, it is just one or two who will come and rescue
others, this time it will be the brave lawyer/s in Sri Lanka who will file
the legal action and argue the matter in Court to obtain the
postponement.
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srilankasupportgroup@bigpond.com

74 Responses to “Legal Action seems the only way available to protect mother

Lanka”

Samanthi Says:
Hello friends,
Please don’t discuss in detail.........

Fran Diaz Says:

Multipronged action called for to get rid of the 13-A.

Ananda-USA Says:
Let us all sing that timeless refrain ....

Ananda-USA Says:
This is what happens when political proxies and supporters of terrorists are
allowed to ESCAPE SCOT-FREE.

Indrajith Says:
August 6th, 2013 at 6:35 pm

Chanaka B Says:
Neville through Nilwala,
I have a difficulty with your No 4:
“ If TNA wins the NPC election and files action for full implementation of
13A, SC can say the case will have to await the on-going consultative
process.”
The purpose of the whole exercise is to stop TNA from winning the election.
For this, we must stop the NPC election — this is the only way. Once TNA
wins, that will give them international legitimacy — then, it will be too late to
do anything like abolishing the 13 by 2/3 majority in the parliament or by
way of a Referendum. The world will say we have denied the Northern Tamil
people of their democratic right.
In this Tamil conflict, all Governments have been slow to act or have omitted
to act entirely, thus generally they have created very disadvantaged situations
for us (except finally winning the war by this Government) (eg. LTTE was
not nipped in the bud — Prabha was captured and released and many other
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dangerous LTTE cadres were released, stopped the Vadamarachchi
operation, see above Poonryn, Mulatiwu disasters, failed to counter the false
accusations made against us by the international (West) community, NGOs
etc). There are so many mistakes the Governments have made, and the
country paid a huge price.

There is a saying ‘no point of closing the stable door once the horse has
bolted’. So let’s try to stop the NPC election at all cost now. By doing this,
we are not going against the Government. We are helping it.

Once the 21 September ‘flood gates are open’, no one will be able to stop the
TNA’s forward march to create the Eelam.

One needs to look into both short term and long term strategies to safeguard
mother Lanka.

We are not opposing the NPC election simply because it will be run by
Tamils. If it is run by Tamils who believe in an inclusive Sri Lanka, then that
is fantastic. But, the TNA who will obtain at least 75% of the vote (the poor
Northern Tamils will vote for them under duress, most of them are illiterate
anyway) has already stated that they do not accept Sri Lanka as a unitary
state. They were the LTTE proxy in parliament. They have threatened to
chase Sinhalese from the North. They have done very adverse things against
Sri Lanka internationally (one can write a book about them). TNA has
implied they will make a UDI after winning the NPC election. If the NPC is
run by a Tamil party who does not advocate secession and who will welcome
Sinhalese into the North and do other positive things to bind the two
communities, then we should support them. In the Eastern Province. Pilliyan
a Tamil, was the Chief Minister until recently — the Sinhalese had no problem
with that. It is the Sinhalese who protected Murali, and the current cricket
captain is a Tamil. We Sinhalese adore them. Our foreign Minister was a
Tamil (the Sinhalese put him in the parliament, it was the TNA proxy, the
LTTE that killed him). In Colombo we go to Tamil Doctors, Lawyers,
Accountants, buy from Tamil shops; we have no problem with Tamils. Lots
of our friends whom we socialize with are Tamils. In Tamil Kovils, most of
the devotees are Sinhalese.

The legal action by SJP, and the one that we contemplate to file, are designed
to seek an injunction (or similar relief) to postpone the election. If we
manage to obtain the Injunction, then the NPC election may not be held on
21 September (the Supreme Court in these matters normally take a long
hearing perod). If it is postponed to a date say, beyond late November, then
the Government can go ahead and hold the CHOGM in November
peacefully. Afterwards, the President should call for a Referendum. He does
not need to obtain an Opinion from the Supreme Court to do this. He has two
clear options available under Articles 86 or Articles 80(2) and 85 (1).
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True, as Neville says, the President can also consult the Supreme Court under
Article 129 and request the Court to review the circumstances associated with
the passage of the 13th Amendment in 1987. Then, the Supreme Court can
advise the Presidnet (provided that they are not caught by Article 80 (3) —
this is unsure), that a Referendum should now be held. But, again the
Presidnet has to use the above Articles 86 or Articles 80(2) and 85 (1) to call
the Referendum. So, | see no real purpose in making the referral under
Article 129, unless the President wants further reassurance from the Supreme
Court before calling the Referendum.

At the Referendum, if people say that they want to abolish all the provincial
councils, then there is no need for the President to hold the NPC election. All
the nine PCs will get abolished.

Samanthi — | note your point. It is important, us , the ordinary citizens, to
discuss and express our views — this is somewhat lacking in Sri Lanka. We
simply listen to what the Politicians say and most of the time they say (and
do) wrong things. So, we get into trouble.

We are not discussing finer details of impending legal action here (causes of
action, names of witnesses, names of counsel etc), so no harm in having this
type of a discourse. It is healthy and good for the country. As Kosala states
Lankaweb is a voice for the Expatriate Sri Lankans to express their views.
Through our remittance we contribute vey largely to the country’s GDP
growth, the Government has a duty to listen to us. We have a right to express
our views, the Government and all political parties including Tamil people
must listen to us. We have nothing to hide. We are not anti-Tamil. We are
just patriots, we are only trying to preserve the country’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity, nothing else. Lorenzo is a Tamil, so are a few others who
comment here. We welcome all of them, as long as they regard Sri Lanka as
One County.

The SJP legal action is now filed (which is a major relief). So their
Application is a public document. Anyone can check it from the Court’s
registry. No need to be of secretive of about the SJP legal action anymore.

Ananda-USA Says:
When that self-proclaimed bastion of Democracy, the cradle of Paliamentary
Rule, actively INVESTIGATES, ARRESTS and DEPORTS ILLEGAL
IMMIGRANTS, can Sri Lanka DO ANY LESS?

Fran Diaz Says:
Hats off to the British for good administration. ....
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Senevirath Says:
CHANAKA —PUDANA KOTAMA KAAPI YAKA KIVVALU
SJ.P IS WITHDRAWING THE CASE THEY HAVE GONE WRONG
MIGHT RE-FILE THAT ISWHY | TOLD U TO BE READY

Mr. Bernard Wijeyasingha Says:
To quote the article:”India and the West will take the side of the TNA and
will impose pressure on the Government until those powers are fully given.
They may make threats to Sri Lanka such as imposing economic sanctions,
threat to take the country’s leaders to the War Crimes Tribunal in the Hague,
suspend Sri Lanka from the Commonwealth, vote against Sri Lanka at the
UNHCR sessions in Geneva or at the UN General Assembly and the threat
(bogus) that India will invade Sri Lanka.” and the article states once these
powers are given to the provinces that would be the end of Sri

I would guarantee that within a few years Sri Lanka’s economy and politics
will be strong enough to be an influential force in that region and the “me
only” Tamil policy will collapse as it has already collapsed with the end of
the war.

Chanaka B Says:
Senevirath
It is true the SJP has withdrawn the Application. | believe they will re-file.
In regards to what our group may or may not file, I am unable to comment.
On a closer examination, | believe our intended cause of action is different to
that of the SJP.
There are several causes of action one can file against the Commissioner of
Elections (and AG), to postpone the NPC election, such as the following:
* Holding of the election when voting rights of the displaced Sinhalese have
not been granted
* Holding of the election when voting rights of the displaced Muslims have
not been granted
* Holding of the election when voting rights of the displaced Tamils have not
been granted
* Denying voting rights to Sinhalese who are already living in the North — it
is reported some Gramaka Sevakas have refused to register Sinhalese voters
» Denying voting rights to Muslims who are already living in the North
* Denying voting rights to Tamils who are already living in the North (unsure
of this)
* Holding of the NPC election before the findings of the Parliamentary Select
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Committee (PSC) is handed down (to my knowledge the PSC was set up by
the Honourable Speaker of the Parliament to investigate the possible
breaches of the country’s Sovereignty as a result of holding of the NPC
Election (I may be wrong). One can argue that the NPC election should not
be held until the PSC findings are handed down; otherwise it will be a breach
of Articles 1 and 2 of the Constitution (Article 1 — Sri Lanka (Ceylon) is a
Free, Sovereign, Independent and Democratic nation; Article 2 — The
Republic of Sri Lanka is a Unitary State.
* Due to duress put on Sri Lanka by India to sign the Indo-Lanka Agreement
that led to the enactment of the 13th Amendment — the whole nation opposed
it in 1987, the Agreement was signed after placing the country under curfew
(about 300 people that protested against it were shot dead by the
Government, and so much of public property was destroyed, about 500
Government owned buses alone were set fire by the angry public, a vicious
assault on the then Indian Prime Minister by a member of his guard- of
honour and numerous other anti-Agreement incidents. In 1987, the majority
of the Supreme Court was of the view that a Referendum should be held
before implementing the 13th Amendment, the then government disregarded
it), one can now seek a Declaration from the Supreme Court that the 13th
Amendment is null and void (void ab initio — ‘there was no 13th Amendment
at all’). If this action is successful, rather than postponing the election, it is
possible that all the 9 provincial councils can become inoperative (no
referendum or 2/3 majority from the parliament will be required). This is
what happened after the de-merger argument was won — a Declaration by the
Supreme Court, followed with the Government’s gazette notification I
believe. | have previously stated that the Supreme Court is estopped by
examining the enactment of the 13th Amendment due to Article 80 (3), but
one may argue that the Court is not estopped, due to the issue of duress by
India that caused the enactment (an Agreement may be invalid, if undue
pressure was exerted to enter it).

* Then individuals in the South, including Sinhalese, Muslims and Tamils,
whose usual place of residence is North, can argue that they are confined to
the South (such as the displaced Sinhalese who are living in Medawachchiya,
Mihintale areas) as a result of being displaced due to the war, they should be
re-settled before the election is held. — an argument similar to this was raised
by SJP.

* Individual Northern Sinhalese whose fundamental rights will be violated if
the NPC election is held — the TNA will govern the province (this may not be
a strong argument). Threats by the TNA MPs (note the threat made by the
TNA MP to Sinhalese in the North that they should leave the North).

So, there are various genuine avenues available to file legal action in the
Supreme Court. If you know of patriots in Sri Lanka, you can ask them to
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consider mounting an action. People can file action on their own also (if they
can’t find Legal Counsel).

Though some say it is futile to embark on legal action, I do not think so.
Even if we lose, it is not going to cause us harm, and it will not be a victory
for the separatists.

Whether or not the group that 1 am working with will file legal action, |
cannot say with certainty. | hope it will be undertaken. 1 am only a member
of the group, I can do so much and I am currently in Australia.

It is important to stress that we are doing this not to make things difficult to
the Government but to genuinely assist it. If an independent body like the
Supreme Court makes an Order, the Government simply has nothing to do
with such an Order — no one, even India or the West can blame the
Governmet that it failed to hold the election in September.

Bernard, it is a blessing we have such true friends like China and Russia in
the UN Security Council. With respect, we should not be too naive to think
that China and Russia will come and rescue us all the time in the Security
Council. Note, when the UN Security Council approved the referral of Mr
Omar Al Bashir of Sudan to the War Crimes Tribunal in the Hague, his best
friends, China and Russia abstained from voting — they did not veto the
proposal (after he was indicted by the War Crimes Tribunal, Mr EI Bashir
agreed to hold the Referendum to divide Sudan into two. The new South
Sudan emerged; no one seems to be interested anymore in pursuing him in
the Hague. The West basically achieved what it wants — create South Sudan
(may be Tamil Eelam next? | heard El Bashir who is on an international
warrant for arrest, was in China and also in Egypt some time ago , no one had
bothered to arrest him? Your argument that as China has invested large sums
of monies in Sri Lanka (I am not sure whether they are investments, most of
them are loans) they will come and rescue us would not stand, | believe when
El Bashir’s matter was raised in the Security Council, China was investing in
Sudan more than any other African country. The same thing happened in
relation to Libya, to overthrow Gadhafi- both China and Russia abstained
from voting so the West was able to send planes to bomb Libya. Then, in
1990 both Russia and China consented to sending forces to Irag. If a vote is
taken in the UN General Assembly (not the Security Council), therein no
Chinese or Russian veto power, all nations have one vote. Then, at UNHRC
in Geneva, we failed twice — India voted against us; and we are due to go
before them again in February next year. Last time, true, 13 countries voted
for us (which is great) but, 25 countries voted against us.

It is not correct that the President has the power to dissolve a provincial
council anytime he likes. He can only dissolve under Article 154J — on the
ground that maintenance of essential supplies and services are threatened or
that security of the country is threatened by war or external aggression or
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armed rebellion; the President may be able to dissolve a provincial
government after issuing a Proclamation under the ‘Public Security
Ordinance’ (note: not under the 13th Amendment). Even herein, the words
‘dissolve or dissolution’ are not used. What it states is that “the President to
hold that a situation has arisen in which the administration of the Province
cannot be carried on in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution.”
The then President Premadasa used this provision to dissolve Vardharaja
Perumal’s provincial government because he used the police force like an
‘Army’ and unilaterally declared the ‘Tamil Eelam’ in northern Sri Lanka. I
say it is highly likely that this will happen again under a TNA run Northern
Provincial Council.

I know some have argued that following Articles of the 13th Amendment
allows the President to dissolve a provincial council when they do not:
Article 154K — this is not a power available for the President to dissolve a
Provincial Council. It allows him to give a direction to the Governor and
Provincial Council that directions to the Provincial Council be carried out.
This has nothing to do with dissolution.

Article 154L — If the President is satisfied that a situation has arisen in which
the administration of the province cannot be carried out per the Constitution
(failure of the administrative machinery), the President may assume the
functions of the administration of the Provincial Council. The President can
only do this only by Proclamation (to be approved by a resolution of the
Parliament) and such Proclamation is valid only for 2 months.

Article 154N — If the President is satisfied that a situation has arisen whereby
the financial stability or credit of Sri Lanka is threatened, he may make a
Proclamation to that effect (to be approved by a resolution of the Parliament)
and such Proclamation is only valid for 2 months. During the period of
Proclamation, the President is only allowed to give directions to the
Governor in relation to ‘observe such canons of financial propriety’. Again,
this does not give power to the President to dissolve the Provincial Council.
What we are saying is that the Government must take precautions now rather
than waiting for the problem to occur (the ‘stable door’ argument). After
9/11, the Western nations including Australia enacted stringent anti-terror
laws; they did not wait until a terrorist event to happen in their countries.
These precautionary methods have immensely helped these countries.

Even Udaya Gammanpila states very similar thing to what we articulate.
Please read his article; “It’s now or Never” appeared in the Daily Mirror 5
August 2013.

Fran Diaz Says:
Thank you for clarity, Chanaka.
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We agree with you that the various provisions set out in the Articles (of the
Constitution) appear insufficient to protect Sri Lanka from Separatists.

Lorenzo Says:
Chanaka,
Udaya’s article is a good read. It contained a SHOCKING TRUTH.

Sampath Says:
dear chanaka
You are wasting your time writing here. it is not ranil who will give elamm
MR

Samanthi Says:
Hello Chanaka,
Whatever we do, we’ve to do fast. Time is running out fast ....tick, tick,
tick!!!

Samanthi Says:
There’s also a very frightening thing going on in the North. Please read the
following article publised in Lanka Page.

Fran Diaz Says:
Let’s wait and see what happens with the Navi Pillai visit. .......

Senevirath Says:
WHEN THERE IS A NOTHERN TAMIL P.C ALL THE WESTERN
COUNTRIES WHO ARE PRO — TIGERS WILL GO THERE TO HELP
THEM ............ THEY MIGHT START BLAMING THE GOVT FOR
NOT GIVING ENOUGH POWERS TO TAMILS TO DEVELOPE THEIR
PROVINCE

Chanaka B Says:
It is good if the North develops and become prosperous. It is good if standard
of living of the Northerners, which is predominantly Tamil, goes up. It is
good if there exists a North sans corruption. This will have an impact in the
South. The South will have to follow suit. We have nothing against the
Tamils (our bretheren), What we oppose is Tamil separatism and
discrimination against the Sinhalese. We argue TNA is the embodiment of
that; among other things they want to exclude Sinhalese from the North and
establish the Eelam. This is clear as a whistle. Unfortunately, lots of Sri



20.

21.

22.

229

Lankan Tamil political groups are like TNA, but, not all. Their backers,
Tamil Diaspora have not given up the dream of creating the Tamil Eelam —
this is why Rudrakumaran established a government in exile. Our
Government must do all things before the election to prevent an Eelam being
created in northern Sri Lanka. Chelvanayakam stated “ask a little now and
ask more later”. The Government can’t simply sit and wait saying they will
act only after the TNA Government has shown signs of separation. It is like
allowing Prabhakaran to go scot free in the 80s. After 9/11, the US went in to
Afghanistan at great cost because they did not want Taliban/Al Qaida to
launch attacks against them again. These were sound precautionary measures.
Developed countries do such things all the time. That is why the Guantanamo
Bay. Israel built a massive wall despite opposition from the entire world. We
must not live in fear of our enemies/critiques; we must do everything
humanly possible to save the country, no matter what our adversaries may
think or do, as long as our acts are done intelligently and in good faith. At the
end, there will be no one outside to help us, except ourselves. If TNA comes
to power in the North, especially within the current 13A framework, that will
definitely be the end of One Lanka. The best solution is to abolish the entire
PC system and go back to the pre-1978 Constitution. It served the country
very well.

Lorenzo Says:
“The best solution is to go back to the pre-1978 Constitution. It served the
country very well.”

Sooriarachi Says:
The facts are, the 13th amendment was never implemented fully and India
too failed miserably in its attempt to get the Tigers to lay down arms and
allow opposing politicians to enter its captured regions.

nilwala Says:
ChanakaB:
Neville says:
Thanks for your comment on my response. Sorry for this delay.
Re #4.... My conclusion was based on the premise that:

a) politically it will not be possible for the Government to postpone the NPC
elections;

b) by President consulting the Supreme Court on the legality of 13A before
the elections, SC would be entitled to not entertain any case dealing with 13A
(Police and Land powers) after the election, for as long as the Consultative
process is going on.
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If you can indeed get the elections postponed by filing action, please do go
ahead. You have my full support.

Chanaka B Says:
Sooriarachi
Your argument has merit and this is also the current position adapted by the
Government. But, we all know that TNA refuses this and they have indicated
that they will raise the matter internationally. We do not know what Mr
Menon has stated to the Government and what India has stated to Basil. If
India agrees with the Government’s position, TNA will have to bite their
tongue and wait; of course they will continue to lobby India.
Whether the US or UK will make a big issue about it (not giving Police and
Land powers to TNA Government), this is something difficult to predict at
this stage. | think they will first consult India and if India is not bothered, it is
quite possible that they will keep quiet.
Even if India agrees with us now, the problem with India is that they are
unpredictable. We know how India behaved during the last Geneva
Resolutions. At one stage they wanted luke-warm Resolutions passed against
Sri Lanka, but, suddenly, after Tamilnadu protests (both by Karunandhi and
Jayalaltha), India changed its position and demanded that stringent
Resolutions be passed against Sri Lanka. Fortunately, the US did not agree.
So, at the moment India’s foreign policy on Sri Lanka is largely dependent
on the severity of the protests emanating from Tamilnadu. The BJP, if in
power, their policy on Sri Lanka will be similar. To our utter disadvantage,
both parties are eying for the Tamil vote in Tamilnadu (there are 70 million
Tamils in Tamilnadu and 0 Sinhalese voters are there, for that matter in the
whole of India).
This is a major headache for Sri Lanka, it is better if the Government sorts
out the problem now; once and for all. Especially when India is somewhat
silent on Police and Land powers, this is the ideal time to abolish them and
hold the election. For this, the Government can mount a 2/3 majority in the
parliament. Such an action will take a huge burden off the country, (and we
patriot will be able to sleep properly thereafter!).
How the world will treat us in the years to come in relation to the Tamil
issue, no one can predict, But it will be continuous fight for us. Therefore,
proactive action by the Government now will be a huge help for future
Governments, ie, our future generations.
Neville
| agree with your explanation given in #4. It looks like it is almost impossible
for the Government to postpone the election. | believe the Government
should have waited until at least the outstanding major issues were resolved
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before holding the election (eg. dealt with the Police or Land powers head-on
and abolished them, if the Government did not want to abolish the entire 13th
Amendment entirely, hold CHOGM before the election etc). If Pope is going
to come, better finish that before a future Referendum (if any) is held.

Again, the best solution would have been to entirely abolish the 13th
Amendment, by way of a Referendum. If the Government does this (it can
still do it), it will be the 2nd biggest patriotic act of it (after winning the war).
Because the Government is now somewhat entrapped to hole the election in
September, and it seems it does not want to do anything before the election, it
is only through a court action that we would be able to obtain relief. | believe
the Government will not see court action as an anti-Government activity. In a
way, by initiating court action, we are helping the Government to come out
of the mess that it is currently in (to a certain extent created by itself).

With your 4(b) answer, | believe you are right, the Supreme Court may not
entertain any other matter until it provides advice to HE the Presidnet.
Whether or not HE the Presidnet would seek an opinion from the Supreme
Court (per Article 129), at the moment it is unlikely, but the situation might
change in the future. So the pathway is currently clear to initiate legal action.
I urge the patriots in Sri Lanka who read this to contemplate this.

You and I were engaged in many activities in Sri Lanka lately, let’s keep
doing the best we can for the mother country. Your offer of support is indeed
a Great Strength.
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ABOLISHMENT OF THE 13™ AMENDMENT - A

SUGGESTION
Chanaka Bandarage

Courtesy - Lankaweb

It is refreshing that abolishment of the 13" Amendment has become a
major issue in Sri Lanka.

There is a lot of momentum in Sri Lanka now to abolish the 13"
Amendment, and as patriots we must be happy about it and must work
towards that.

Given the international ramifications on the abolishment, we should
bear in mind that this is a very difficult act on the part of the Sri Lankan
government, as patriots we must try everything to motivate the
government to embark on the correct pathway so that the international
outcry (if any) is minimised.

As per the wise doctor, Gunadasa Amarasekara, the Government
should have abolished the 13 Amendment soon after winning the civil
war against the Tamil Tigers in 2009. Unfortunately this was not done
and since then so much of ‘water has flown under the bridge’.

The provincial council system is a white elephant and there is no
purpose of having them for such a small country like Sri Lanka. The
cost of running the provisional governments is enormous and most of
the funds are spent on maintaining the expensive provincial government
legislatures. Very little of the allocated funds go to the people, and the
works of the provincial governments can be effectively done by the
central government (as was under the Saulbory Constitution). Basically
having separate governments for such small units like Wayamba,
Sabaragamuwa, etc is simply a joke (some provinces do not even have
more than 150,000 voters and the land mass for each provincial council
is too small). India imposed the provincial government system on Sri
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Lanka, they did not consider that Sri Lanka is such a small nation
compared with India, and that India and Sri Lanka are poles apart. For
example, the population of Tamilnadu is more than 3 times than that of
Sri Lanka.

As stated before, there is a demand mounted by the patriots both within
and outside of Sri Lanka to abolish the provincial government system,
and it is a just and an intelligent demand. But, given the adverse
international reputation Sri Lanka currently has we believe the total
abolishment of the provincial government system can unfortunately
bring adverse consequences. If we do not play the card properly the
Tamil Diaspora and their western friends can use the opportunity to ask
the international community to interfere and even divide the country
through a South Sudan/East Timor type intervention. Because the
current demand by the west and India is for Sri Lanka to expand further,
especially give land and police powers to the provinces, one has to be
extremely careful not to give further ammunition to Sri Lanka’s
adversaries. They can create a further international problems for Sri
Lanka (note that the SLMC has already threatened that they will leave
the government should the provincial governments were to be abolished
— there will be many more such threats forthcoming). In this regard,
we suggest the following change to the Constitution:

Abolish the provincial governments except the Northern and Eastern
provincial governments. Let the two provincial governments stay intact
but dismantle the other 7 provinces (their work can be covered by the
central government — just like under the Saulbory Constitution).By
doing that the international community including India cannot criticise
Sri Lanka being discriminatory towards the minority Tamils. We need
not give any more powers notably the land and police powers for the
two remaining provinces (Northern and Eastern). This means the
sovereignty and the territorial integrity of Sri Lanka will be preserved
and the international critiques of Sri Lanka, especially by India can be
minimised. The act will show that Sri Lanka has considered the Tamils
(and also the Muslims) as people of special significance and only they
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have been given special administrative units (two provincial
governments). These action constitute as affirmative actions for the
minorities, especially the Tamils.

By embarking on this pathway, effectively we are killing two birds
with one stone.

The demand to abolish the provincial governments by way of a
referendum is not required. If there is 2/3 majority in the legislature
the act can be carried out. | believe such a majority can easily be found.
One must not forget that the manner in which the provincial
governments were established (13" Amendment) was unlawful, it was
done by JR Jayawardane by way of Executive power. If a patriot could
mount a challenge to that conduct in the Sri Lankan Supreme Court
their act would no doubt be successful.

Chanaka Bandarage, President
Sri Lanka Support Group, Canberra

srilankasupporteroup@bigpond.com

6 Responses to “ABOLSIHMENT OF THE 13TH AMENDMENT ARTICLES
154G(2) AND 82 (5) OF THE CONSTITUTION ARE NOT IMPEDIMENTS TO
HOLD THE REFERENDUM UNDER ARTICLES 80(2) AND 85 (1) OR
ARTICLE 86”

1. Ananda-USA Says: June 20th, 2013 at 6:27 pm
Rise Up ... O Patriots of Mother Lanka .... Rise Up to DEFEND and
PROTECT your Nation and your People....................

2. Ananda-USA Says: BanglaDesh, at least, knows how to PUNISH

3. Ananda-USA Says:
JAYAWEWAI! This is something | had STRONGLY advocated in the past to
PROTECT the native people of Sri Lanka from foreign predators...............


mailto:srilankasupportgroup@bigpond.com
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‘Paaradisaya Soya’ (’00508esws @e@0w0’) — this film has
incorrect Sri Lankan history

Chanaka Bandarage

A write-up appeared in RASSL” S Forum on Strategy, Battle
and Military’ Study (September 2015)

Paaradisaya Soya (060@escs @esacsa) is @ new film, yet to be released. In
fact, it is not a film, but, a documentary. It is a narration of Sri Lanka’s

history from Prince Vijaya’s arrival until the assassination of SWRD
Bandaranaike in 1959.

There are few incorrect assertions in the film:

According to the film Tamils existed in the country in 300 BC.
The film states that recent archeological findings in the western
and eastern provinces of Sri Lanka (Puttlam and Trincomalee
areas respectively) substantiate this. It is unclear whether or not
these new archeological findings have been authenticated by
reputed archeologists. The British did not find them during their
time, nor did Dr Senarath Paranavithana. The boarders of
Prabahakaran’s enlarged Eelam map also covered these areas —
his map was from Puttlam to Panama (according to Sri Lankan
History books published prior to 1980, the Tamils arrived in the
country much later than the Sinhalese).

The film tries to depict Elara, Chola and Magha as proper Tamil
kingdoms that existed in Sri Lanka. This is wrong. They were
South Indian invaders who were chased away to South India by
heroic Sinhala kings.



236

At one point the film implies that Tamils arrived in the country
thousands of years ago and elaborate Tamil kingdoms existed in
Sri Lanka between 13 to 17 centuries (AD), including a Tamil
kingdom in Jaffna when the Portuguese arrived there.

The film explicitly deals with the SWRD Bandaranaike
assassination and makes the assertion that Buddharakkitha and
Somarama represented 4/5 ‘pancha maha balavegaya’ (guru,
govi, sanga and weda) and it was this ‘balawegaya’ that both
elected and killed Bandaranaike.  The two were extreme
Sinhala nationalists; they cannot be categorised as
representatives of the pancha maha balavegaya. Their action
was thoroughly condemned by the nation that included the
pancha maha balavegaya in 1959. The whole nation went into
mourning for several days.

The film is almost about the affluent western endowments to Sri
Lanka like the English speaking ‘elite’ society, ‘elite’ schools of
the north and south, Christianity, the plantation and mining
based economy that the British built, along with the elaborate
transport system (roads and rail). The film does not discuss
Buddhism’s influence on the country’s people . The Sinhala
Buddhist way to ‘paradise’ (‘e060&wscs’) was through giant
manmade tanks, hydraulic irrigation systems (that the
westerners are marvelled at), creation of structures of
unimaginable proportion like Ruwanweliseya,
Jethawanaaramaya, Sigiriya and one of the world’s most
beautiful cultural pageants, the Kandy Esala Perahera. None of
these are mentioned in the film, nor are the great freedom



237

struggles that the Sinhalese fought against the three colonial
powers (it is a 2 %2 hour long film).

The film states that introduction of Catholicism by the
Portuguese was a big reward to the nation (600 e ‘©ve
¢wo¢w®’). There was no mention about the burning down of
Buddhist temples, pirivenas, and libraries by the Portuguese and
that Catholism was imposed upon the coastal people by force.

The film erroneously states that Meda Mahanuwara is
Hanguranketha. Meda Mahanuwera is the area currently known
closer to Hunnasgiriya. It is located on the Kandy to
Mahiyanganaya road. Sri Wickrama Rajasinghe was captured
there.

The film makes an attempt to depict Sinhala nationalists
including Buddhist monks who fought for the Sinhala Buddhist
rights as racists. They are referred to in the film as
‘jaathiwadin’ (25%80:8x3). But, high regard is shown to Tamil
nationalists like GG Ponnambalam and SJV Chelvanayakam.
There is no mention about their racist statements and the
incitement of communal harmony by Tamil political leaders.

The film tries to glorify the LSSP leaders and spends too much
time on them; true they were popular up to mid 70s, the masses
wholesomely rejected them at the 1977 election. The leftist
parties never made a comeback, after that huge defeat.

Very little is mentioned about Anagarika Dharmapala, the
Sinhala Revivalist, a great Sinhala Buddhist leader who lived in
Sri Lanka in the 19 and 20 centuries. No mention is made about
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Dharmapala’s contribution to build self-confidence in the
Sinhala people, his temperance movement and the false
incarceration of him by the British - falsely linking him with the
Muslim riots in 1915. The film mentions that Dharmapala’s
brother was imprisoned by the British in Jaffna in connection
with the Muslim riots in 1915 saying he transported Sinhala
thugs in his car (transportation of thugs, seems to be a new
finding as the writer, a Dharmapala specialist, has not come
across such a story before). Is this a belated attempt to
implicate the Hewawitharana family with the Muslim riots of
19157 (it is well accepted that Dharmapala was imprisoned by
the British for six years to take revenge on; when the riots
happened Dharmapala was in Calcutta )

e The film states that the first Prime minister of Ceylon DS
Senananayake during his Prime Ministership stated that his
government was not linked to any religion. The writer is
unaware of such a statement made by him. The then
government always considered Buddhism to be the primary
religion of the country.

In his review on the currently showing film ‘@3° »9® @2 ®=5=’
(published in Lankaweb two weeks ago), the writer outlined that some
produce films downgrading Sri Lanka with the intention of winning
international awards. He stated this is the best way to win international
awards as there are some international film festivals that would simply
love to give awards to films that criticise countries like Sri Lanka. In
his said review the writer stated that producers should not do this as
they have a moral obligation not to be disloyal to Sri Lanka; the country
that gave them the birth.



239

The writer has outlined these incorrect versions of the history in good
faith hoping that the producers will correct them before releasing the
film to the mainstream Sri Lankan audience. Given that the film is a
documentary, editing the narration, hopefully may not be of a too
difficult task.

The film makes a remarkable analysis as to how some rich and
prominent families of Sri Lanka at the beginning of the 20™ century
made their wealth by producing and selling alcohol to the local
population. Some of the names in the list were also the country’s then
top most politicians and prominent philanthropists. Two such families
were instrumental in setting up two leading Buddhist schools of the
country; Mahinda College and Visakha Vidyalaya!

Chanaka Bandarage
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Parallels between Kosovo and Tamil Eelam

This is what Wikipedia states about Kosovo Independence:

the Republic of Kosovo (Albanian: Republika e Kosovés; Serbian: Penybauka

Kocoeo, Republika Kosovo) declared itself an independent state. It has control
[91[10][11]

over most of the territory and has partial _international recognition.

North Kosovo, the largest Serb enclave, is largely under the control of

institutions of the Republic of Serbia or parallel structures subsidised by

[91[10][11][12][13] [14]

Serbia. Serbia does not recognise the secession of Kosovo=" and

considers it a UN-governed entity within its sovereign territory, a position

supported by a number of other countries

After the Kosovo War and the 1999 NATO bombing of Yugoslavia, the
territory came under the interim administration of the United Nations Mission

in Kosovo (UNMIK), most of whose roles were assumed by the European
Union Rule of Law Mission in Kosovo (EULEX) in December 2008.12 In
February 2008 representatives of the people of Kosovo, acting outside the
UNMIK's PISG framework (not representing the Assembly of Kosovo or any

other of these institutions),2l declared Kosovo's independence as the
Republic of Kosovo. Its independence is recognised by 103 out of 193 UN

member states and the Republic of China (Taiwan). On 8 October 2008, upon

the request of Serbia, the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution asking

the International Court of Justice for an advisory opinion on the issue of
Kosovo's declaration of independence.22l On 22 July 2010, the ICJ ruled that
Kosovo's declaration of independence did not violate general international

law because international law contains no 'prohibition on declarations of
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independence’: nor did the declaration of independence violate UN Security
Council Resolution 1244, since this did not describe Kosovo's final status, nor
had the Security Council reserved for itself the decision on final status

TNA will do the same trick as the representatives of people
of Kosovo.

The saddest thing is that Sri Lanka is providing TNA with
the vehicle (the NPC Government) to make the launch (UDI).

By putting a retired Judge and a lawyer as Chief Minister (Mr
Wigneswaran), the TNA led NPC (aka Tamil Eelam) is well
placed to be accepted by the international community as a
New Nation. Just as 103 out of 193 UN states have
recognized Kosovo — the former Serbian enclave; with the
help of India, Tamil Eelam is likely to be recognized by
majority of the world’s nations. The remarkable thing is that
this will happen without a shot being fired.

This is not a farfetched/fanciful idea, but a real possibility.

Wigneswaran’s UDI will be different to that t of Perumal’s.
Now that the TNA has the support of India — (TNA is
working in close unison with India); it will be easy for them
to obtain the recognition.

Once India has recognized Tamil Eelam, which seems to be
the case, many other counties will follow suit, especially the
western countries. That will be the end of One Sri Lanka.
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Sri Lanka may try to dissolve the TNA provincial
government (like what Premadasa did with Preumal), but, it
may be too late. The recognitions will come very fast. India
may protect the new country to the end anyway.

The only way to stop this is to stop the September election.
The vehicle to do is the Referendum. The government can
hide behind the issue of sovereignty, which is provided in
Article 4.

True, the 6™ Amendment talks about giving allegiance to Sri
Lanka by way of an oath. All the MPs have given the oath,
including provincial council MPs. But TNA MPs have
breached the oath many times. Most of the times they travel
overseas they demand that the Tamils be given a separate
state (Tamil Diaspora parrots this on a daily basis).

Even inside Sri Lanka, TNA has publicly stated that they do
not believe in a unitary Sri Lanka (so, how can we hand over
the NPC to such a group of people!).

The 7 September 2013 election may be able to be postponed
through Supreme Court actions that will challenge the
holding of the NPC election. More about this in a later Media
Release.

Chanaka Bandarage

srilankasupportgroup@bigpond.com
15 Responses to “Parallels between Kosovo and Tamil Eelam”
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aloy Says:
It is very strange why our Sinhala parliamentarians cannot understand the game.
Recently 1 saw on TV those northern priests visiting the president and
appreciating his efforts to develop the north. Only about two months ago, 1 think,
they wrote to UN say that there is discrimination against the tamils. The
development in the north did not happen just two weeks ago for them to change
S0 soon.

Lorenzo Says:
Aloy,
OF COURSE............
AnuD Says:

both the United States and .......

Fran Diaz Says:
TNA is not a legal entity — it is not a registered political party. But it operates like
one, ....

Ananda-USA Says:
I have submitted the following as a stand-alone Article to be published at
LankaWeb........

S de Silva Says:
When are the Sinhala Political Morons going to open their eyes and recognise the
impending doom?

Susantha Wijesinghe Says:
S DE S ! These Sinhalese Political Morons, they are an uneducated invertebrate
lot, ..........

aloy Says:
This is what happened to all our politicians from Banda to JR. They all closed
their eyesto ............

Lorenzo Says:
Agree with Aloy.
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When will Wigneswaran call for the UDI?
Posted on July 18th, 2013

Chanaka Bandarage — President, Sri Lanka
Support Group, Australia & Global

After its triumphant win on 7 September 2013, Wigneswaran, the new
NPC Chief Minister, will not wait for too long to call for an UDI
(Unilateral Declaration of Independence).

It is expected that TNA will gain more than 75% of the vote at the
forthcoming election. TNA has already stated they will ask the world to
consider the NPC election result as a Referendum for a separate Tamil
State in Sri Lanka.

TNA has publicly stated that they do not believe in a unitary Sri Lanka.
In Geneva early this year they lobbied for the Tamils right for self-
determination (ie, a separate state).

It is not unfair to say that Wigneswaran will call for the UDI
irrespective of whether the Police and Land powers are given to the
NPC or not.

Wigneswaran has already indicated he is not afraid to breach the
Country Constitution. That is why he stated he will seek foreign aid and
foreign participation to build the Northern Province. According to the
Constitution a Chief Minister does not have such powers (Foreign
Affairs is a Central Government power).

In Kosovo’s case, it was the US closely followed by UK that accepted it
as a new Nation. Due to our current weak foreign policy where we have
cultivated enemies in so many countries, including our ‘big brother’
India; in regards to Tamil Eelam, it is likely that at the moment India
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will recognize it first, followed by the US, the UK and the European
Union.

The Sinhala patriots ran a weak, incoherent campaign. Neither the JHU
nor NFF demanded a Referendum to abolish the 13" amendment,
instead they asked for tinkering of the current legislation (13"
amendment); which will not solve the problem. The only solution is to
abolish the 13™ amendment totally by way of a Referendum (then, that
will be the end of the entire provincial council system). This is not an
anti-Tamil act, but, a pro Sri Lanka act. Many Tamils demand this
brave act from the government, to preserve Sri Lanka’s sovereignty.

Some argue that after the NPC is formed, amendments to curtail the
powers of the NPC can be introduced. This is a foolish argument, akin
to closing the stable door after the horse has bolted.

The ordinary citizen has shown apathy about the NPC election. Most of
them do not see the danger of giving the NPC to TNA on a platter (on 7
September). For them, the war is now over, they blindly believe that the
country sovereignty is safe, People are too preoccupied with their daily
chores and the cost of living has sky rocketed. The principal concern for
the ordinary citizen is how to place food on the table for the family, not
the 13" amendment or any other matter.

Furthermore, the people believe that the JHU and NFF will come and
rescue the country; both are political parties whose primary aim is to
enhance their vote banks. The NFF leader made a ‘circus’ by going
round the country in a decorated bus with a petition in hand. He
initially stated that he will resign from the Government if Police and
Land powers are not removed from the Concurrent List, he now implies
that he will continue to stay in the Cabinet irrespective of the outcome
of the government’s proposed changes to the Constitution (only if they
occur). The JHU made a big issue about its draft Bill to amend the 13"
amendment, but they are silent about it now (the biggest worry for the
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Sinhala patriot is the JHU and NFF. The Sinhalese believe JHU and
NFF are the saviours of the nation; unfortunately, their track record
does not show this).

It is obvious the parliament will not give 2/3 majority to further amend
the 13™ amendment. This means the efforts of NFF and JHU will be in
vein,

People will one day realise that they were again hoodwinked by
political parties that come in the pretext of Saviors of the Nation.
Anagarkika Dharmaplaa, Ven Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero etc, did
things for the Sinhala Buddhists with a wholehearted commitment.
They were not politicians with vested interests.

Per article 4 of the Constitution the sovereignty lies with the people.
The Sovereignty of the People shall be exercised and enjoyed by the
People at a referendum.

It is the people who can decide whether or not the country should have
provincial councils. In 1987, the then Supreme Court also advocated
the Referendum pathway.

Unfortunately, the Government seems hell bent on holding the
CHOGM in November spending millions of rupees (CHOGM Sri
Lanka, is not going to bringforth benefit to the country, but bad
publicity), hence, tries to stick to its promise of holding he NPC
election in September.

Preventing the TNA or similar separatist outfit from gaining the NPC
power is more important than holding of the CHOGM. The former is a
sovereignty issue. Many moderate Tamils agree with this.

It is foolish to hold the NPC election before CHOGM to impress the
international community who due to our bad foreign policies are
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largely biased against Sri Lanka anyway. Holding of CHOGM is a mere
event (given the huge western media contingency that will arrive in the
country during CHOGM, the Conference is likely to bring adverse
publicity for Sri Lanka). The Government held the International Film
Festival of India (IFFI) in 2010, it did not bring the desired results for
the county.

Before calling the NPC election on 7 September , the government
should have seriously considered the damage it will cause to the
country. The election will be the beginning of the separation of One Sri
Lanka.

It is still not too late for the Government to act. Rather than trying to
tinker the existing legislation (but, per Keheliya Rambukwella, the
Government will hold the elections under the existing full provisions of
the 13" amendment; ie with Police and Land powers intact). Instead of
holding the 7 September elections (3), the Government should put the
matter before the people at a Referendum. This is the only way to save
the country. The Government can explain to India and western countries
that given this is a sovereignty issue, it had no other alternative but to
put the matter before the people.

The 7 September 2013 election may be able to be postponed through
Supreme Court actions that challenge the holding of the NPC election.
More about this in a later Media Release.

srilankasupportgroup@bigpond.com
21 Responses to “When will Wigneswaran call for the UDI?”

1. Lorenzo Says:
Well said Chanaka. This is what will happen.
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Susantha Wijesinghe Says:
I SEE THROUGH THE FACETS OF A PRISM, “” A JACKASS TRYING
TO MAKE THE PEOPLE OF SRI LANKA SWIM IN BLOOD “”

Nalliah Thayabharan Says:
C.V.Vigneswaran was educated at Royal College and his son is married to
the daughter of Vasudeva Nanayakkara........

Chanaka B Says:
In Kosovo situation, Kosovo did not try the UN Security Council or the UN
General Assembly, but simply made a UDI. Kosovo is now accepted as a
new nation by majority of the countries. Russia and Serbia still have not
recognized Kosovo (need to check China’s position), but customary
international law has intervened and recognized Kosovo. The same situation
applied to new nations of South Ossetia, Abkhazia, Ingushetia and Georgia.
They are members of the UN.
We can still save the country:
The JHU can, per Article 80 (2) of the Constitution, place its Bill to abolish
the 13th amendment before the Cabinet for approval (a simple majority of the
Cabinet is sufficient). Hon Ranawaka, being a member of the Cabinet, can do
this. The Cabinet of Ministers should issue a Certificate stating that they
intend to submit the Bill for approval by the People at a Referendum (if they
do not exercise this right given to them by the Constitution, some may not
regard them as patriots). Per Article 85 (1), HE the President will have to
submit the Bill to the people by Referendum (he has no discretion in this
regard).
Suggested Referendum question: ‘Do you agree to abolish the 13th
amendment to the Constitution, that was enacted in 1987, that has created the
present Provincial Council system?
If the “Yes’ vote has obtained majority of the votes, then, per Article 80 (2),
the President is required to issue a certificate in the following form: “This
Bill/provision has been duly approved by the People at a Referendum.”
Once this process is successfully carried out, that will be the end of the
Provincial Councils (all 9 of them).
The Country will be saved! There will be no NPC for Wigneswaran to call
for an UDI.

S.Gonsalkorale Says:
time for .............
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aloy Says:
North will be another Kosovo very soon................

Chanaka B Says:
Leaving the Articles 80 (2) and 85 (1) aside, per Article 86 of the
Constitution, based on the issue of ‘national importance’, the President can
call for a national referendum anytime (JRJ used this provision in 1982 to
hold the national referendum; though, it was not based on an issue of national
importance, he simply wanted to avoid a parliamentry election).

Fran Diaz Says:
Chanaka,
Thanks for article.

Samanthi Says:
This is a very good analysis of current situation in Sri Lanka and an eye
opener.
Also, this is the scariest news article | read in the recent past! Wake up
people!!!

SA Kumar Says:
Lankan Tamil do not believe in a unitary Sri Lanka ! fully agreed !
We all believe in United Mother Lanka m

Unit in diversity !

Indrajith Says:
Dear Chanaka, thank you for writing this excellent article. But not enough,
this is only a starting point. Please, bring this issue to the national level. As
an organization, you can do it! LankaWeb is doing a great service to the
nation by publishing these articles on very important issues facing our
motherland today. However, looking at the comments published, it looks like
the readership of this website is not sufficient. We’re trying our best to
spread the message among Sinhalese but you must reach the highest level in
the present govt. to negate the impending danger. There are several patriots
in the present government too. Mr. Udaya Gammanpila is one such person
although he is not an MP. | think he and others like Dr. Gunadhasa
Amarasekera, Elle Gunawansa thero, Kengamuwe Nalaka thero, Mr. S.L.
Gunasekera, Dr. Nalin De Silva are already working behind the scene. This is
the time to act! Save our motherland!!!
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Lorenzo Says:
MAY BE (just may be) the govt. is giving enough rope to TNA to hang
themselves.

IF they declare UDI then MOST people will be against 13 amendment and
ALL forms of political solutions nonsense. THEN a referendum can be held
to SCRAP IT ALL.

Tamils will BOYCOT such a referendum which is even better.

Fran Diaz Says:
Any prelude to any UDI will be bad. Remove that UDI game once and for
all. If they want games, then let them play safer games, but not games that
endanger the lives of thousands of people. Can’t we grow economically
without dangerous political games ?

SA Kumar Says:
Fran Diaz
let them play safer games or harder games are not worth with lives of
thousands of people !
unit in diversity m
live & let live happy for ever !!!

Ananda-USA Says:

I have submitted the following as a stand-alone Article to be published at
LankaWeb. | am presenting it here as a comment because the issue is
important and needs to be urgently addressed.

Fran Diaz Says:
Bravo Ananda USA ! .....
Chanaka B Says:

It was rumoured that during the Ceasefire period a UNPer, now dead used his
ships to carry illegal immigrants from South India to Sri Lanka. | believe
there is justification in the belief. May be late’ medical doctor’ was also
aware of this. Tamilnadu Govt knows their people are coming to Sri Lanka in
the guise of fishermen; unfortunately like many other things we have not
been strict on this

jayasiri Says:
Dear Dr Chanaka Bandarage....... Many months ago, you published a similar
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thought provoking,action oriented article. | wondered WHY after that
everybody was quiet & silent about Sri Lanka & its recent developemnts.

A legal mind, and ecellent presentation is what is needed NOW, BUT not
before CHOGM..because, at any cost, against ALL, President will want this
conference held in Hambantota. It is his dream, so we have to reluctantly
agree to this.

Thank you..Glad that there are quite a few responses....BE POSITIVE &
UNITED.. then we will win~J

Chanaka B Says:
Dear Jayasiri
| appreciate your comments
Current problem:
The irony is that we Sinhalese have not fought a coherent battle thus far.
Various groups are making various demands — both JHU and NFF seem
happy with partial abolition of the 13th amendment. This means the TNA
will still get to form the government, which means among other avenues,
they can make the demand for UDI. This must be the main reason why they
appointed Wigneswaran (an experienced lawyer) as the Chief Ministerial
candidate.
If all patriots work in unison and make one loud demand — “We want a
Referendum to abolish the entre 13th amendment”, the government will
listen.
I have sadly noted some patriots are doing the current anti-13th amendment
work somewhat in a competition like manner. This is what | experienced in
Colombo and also in an email forum that | created with about 50 members.
Some patriots (say 3 or 4 in the 50 member group) feared one
group/individual may become prominent over others, or will get more
publicity etc. They disliked fresh ideas/fresh thinking, costs saving measures.
They wanted to take over the leadership of the group which was receiving
lots of expatriate funding. Instead of attacking the separatists, they viscously
attacked a fellow patriot for no reason whatsoever, who was doing a fantastic
job. He had no option but to drop out from the forum. This is just one
example.
These are silly, childish thinking and practices. By engaging in them, we are
digging our own grave. The country will be the loser. TNA and Tamil
Diaspora will gain.
Read Anagarkika Dharmaplaa diaries — when he was under house arrest in
India for about 10 years, not a single person spoke on his behalf nor made
representations to the British about him. When his ashes were brought to the
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country (he died as a monk) from Bodhgaya, the then leaders fought hard to
get a photo opportunity at every possible event!

But, overall patriots are working with remarkable determination. | met a
lawyer friend who had spent every cent of his against the anti- 13th
amendment campaign.

I was fortunate to distribute leaflets in front of the Fort Railway Station. It
was a fun thing. The ordinary person on the street is very eager to have a
discussion about the matter.

Yes, | believe it is important to meet with HE the President personally and
outline him the problems properly and effectively. | am happy to be part of
that delegation. HE the President is a good listener and a strategist; he will
take appropriate action(Referendum in this situation) to protect the Nation.
Our group in Colombo (1302 s-ealdens §dc-@ BBO wews § HhBm
eso8en) have had meetings with top government officials, unfortunately not
with HE the President. We will continue to do lobbying.

Future

Leaving the past failures behind all patriots should get together and run a full
scale battle in one voice (the demand for Referendum) — the government will
also come on board then. It will be a strength to the Government if we do
this. The Government will say to the world (and also CHOGM) that the
public momentum was too high, due deference had to be given to people’s
voice (this includes the expatriates voice). We have not reached this point
yet.

Once we hit the peak, the Government will say it has no other alternative but
to scrap the forthcoming provincial council elections (3) and hold the
Referendum instead.

So let’s fight hard to reach that peak.

Once we abolish the provincial councils, it will give us some protection and
breathing space; but, that does not mean the battle is over. Like a deer in
jungle who is constantly looking for ways and means for survival, we have to
look for ways and means to keep our country intact. The international
situation is so bad, we have too many very powerful enemies now, they are
the lion we are the deer.

nb — CHOGM is a spent force which has no relevance to today’s society. It is
a mechanism to keep the British Monarch intact. They hold the
Commonwealth Games every four years where 2 or 3 countries completely
sweep the medals table. It is a good preparation for those countries for
Olympics. We should be happy we did not win the Hambanthota Games. It
would have ben another colossal waste of money. In our efforts to hold this
big party in November (they will wine and dine and go), why should we run
the risk of losing our sovereignty? If we lose CHOGM it is a one off thing
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(who cares anyway), if we lose our sovereignty, that is forever. The North
will not go alone, it will take the East with it.

Let’s keep our discussion herein going.

Kind regards

Chanaka

Fran Diaz Says:
Chanaka,
Our heartfelt thanks for your efforts. All you say is true. We are concerned to
note that the Sinhala groups are not yet shouting with one voice for removal
of 13-A. Some people do not know all the facts, and that may be a reason for
keeping quiet.
Sometimes they do not want to challenge a ‘learned’ person, and they would
rather keep quiet. Or it may be that they do notwant to go public with what
they know, but tell their immediate family only. Inability to properly
articulate what they want to say may compel them to keep quiet too. There
are many reasons why some folk may not participate in our hour of need.

Chanaka B Says:
Illegal immigration from Tamilnadu happened largely throughout the
colonial periods and post-independence and in the mid-20th century. That is
why the big Tamil population in the North especially in Jaffna,. After
independence, in the 50s and 60s, the illegal immigration was well monitored
and controlled. We called them Kallathoni. They still came but with much
difficulty. The whole country was vigilant about them. Sirimavo and Dudley
in the 60s want to curb the problem. They were somewhat successful.

There have been very prominent Tamils who were Kallathonis; they came in
the 20th century, after the 1st and 2nd world wars. | can give you the names
in private.

It is probable Prabhakaran’s father was a Kallathoni who crossed the Palk
Strait from Kerala.

Now, illegal immigration is happening in a grand scale; unfortunately most
people are either ignorant or do not care. Some don’t know what to do with
the problem. They think best thing is to keep it quiet.

Note what | have stated about Maheshwaran and Jayalth J in my comments
under SL’s above article.

Tamilnadu insists that their fishermen plunder our fish; the hidden agenda is
that they can also send Kallathonis to Sri Lanka in the guise of fishermen.
Vaiko and Nedumaran wanted to establish terrorist camps in Sri Lanka. They
can send their people in boats. Nedumanran had been to Sri Lanka several
times in boats (without a visa). He wined and dined with Prabhakaran.
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It is very easy for an illegal immigrant to become a Sri Lankan citizen.
Forged documents are in plenty. One can prepare a National Identity Card
even at home. Can you believe it — they still handwrite the name on the NIC!
It is just a matter of writing your name on the photocopied yellow paper and
laminate it. You’ve got your Sri Lankan NIC! With that and the forged birth
certificate in arm, you apply to obtain the Sri Lankan Passport . It is given
within 24 hours. The government will readily issue the passport provided that
the higher fee is paid.

So any illegal can become a citizen of Sri Lanka. There is hardly any
prosecution in Sri Lanka for such forgery.

I have heard many Maldivians (and Pakistanis) are living in Sri Lanka
illegally, using the system above mentioned and other methods. No wonder
why in Colombo and other big cities you now see so many Muslims. This
was not the case about 20 years ago.
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WHY IS IT TOO DANGEROUS TO HAND
THE NPC TO TNA OR A DIFFERENT
SEPARATIST GROUP — REFRENDUM IS
THE ONLY WAY

Chanaka Bandarage
Posted in Lankaweb on June 16th, 2013

The 13" amendment will definitely lead to creating of the Tamil Eelam
Giving the North to TNA (or similar separatist group) is akin to The
Government and people of Sri Lanka should do everything possible to
stop this from happening. Rather than doing things to facilitate the
forming of Eelam (like holding the September election), we must do
everything to discourage and stop it.

Currently JNN and HU|HU have started agitation to stop the formation
of Tamil Eelam upon successful formation of the Northern Provincial
Council by the TNA under 13" amendment of the Constitution.

Both are campaigning to remove the Police and Land powers from the
list of concurrent powers in Schedule 9 of the 13" amendment.

We say giving such important powers as health, highways, irrigation,
education etc to a future NA Government will allow them to seriously
discriminate against the Sinhalese.

The writer, a Lawyer, after a through examination of the Constitution
states confidently that the best and most simple way to abolish the 13"
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amendment is by way of the Cabinet of Ministers calling for a national
referendum. With this method, it is not required to obtain any approval
from the Parliament (need not even debate therein) furthermore, there is
no need to refer the matter to the Supreme Court. The process is as
follows:

4) Per Article 80 (2): A Bill to abolish the 13" amendment (like the
current JHU Bill) should be put to the approval of the Cabinet of
Ministers (a simple majority in the Cabinet is sufficient), who
should issue a Certificate sating that they intend to submit the
Bill for approval by the People at a Referendum.

5) Per Atrticle 85 - The Presidnet will have to submit the Bill to the
People by Referendum
The suggest the following question to be asked from the people at the
Referendum:

‘Do you agree to abolish the 13" amendment in the Constitution, that
was enacted in 1987, that has created the present provincial council
system?’

If the “Yes’ vote has won, then,

6) Per Article 80 (2), The President is required to issue a certificate
in the following form: “This Bill/provision has been duly
approved by the People at a Referendum.”

The above 1), 2) and 3) activities are activities are sufficient to abolish
the 13th amendment.
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Then, that will be the end of the provincial councils (all 9 of them).
The country will be saved!

Note Article 4 (a) of the Constitution reinforces the above process —
‘the Sovereignty of the People shall be exercised and enjoyed by the
People at a referendum.’

We must be realistic to accept that the abolishment of 13A may solve
our problems domestically, but, like what Mr Dayan Jayatilleka et al
state, internationally this could cause us huge problems (opening of a
Pandora’s Box). Mr Jayatilleka has argued the abolishment of 13A will
lead to stringent Geneva Resolutions in 2014, imposition of sanctions
against Sri Lanka etc. Some have predicted even a possible invasion of
Sri Lanka by India — we believe this is unlikely. We should bear in
mind whether we abolish the  13™ amendment or not, the
international community (our current ‘enemies’ in Geneva etc— US,
UK, Canada, Norway, EU, India —unless we immediately mend
bridges and become friends with them), will not give up its desire to
carve out a separate state in North Eastern Sri Lanka for Tamils.
The ‘enemy’ forces are slowly and steadfastly working towards this
common objective. The elected Northern Provincial Government (most
likely led by TNA) and of course the most powerful Tamil Diaspora
will continue to falsely agitate the international community (largely
western) that Sri Lanka is discriminating against the Tamils — they will
never give up of making false accusations against the Sinhalese and the
Government. Once the Northern Provincial Government is formed, they
can request the international community to accept them as a separate
nation (similar to how Kosovo was formed). There is provision in the
current Constitution for them to merge with the East (using Article
154A (3), and eventually create a bigger and more prosperous nation—
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‘North-Eastern Sri Lanka’ — encompassing 1/3 of the current Sri
Lanka’s land mass and 2/3 of the coast.

To avoid and minimise the international pressure on us, we should do
the following (by saying these, we are not being unpatriotic, we believe
as citizens it is our duty to assist the Government fully to find solutions
to this most difficult and complex problem that the nation is currently
facing, and we make the suggestions in that spirit).

Conduct informal discussions with the US on equal footing (if
we can convince the US, the other countries who voted against
us in Geneva will fall in line with them) - there must be a series
of discussions with the US ( it is ok to explain to UK, Canada,
Norway, EU and India also, but US is the key). We must clearly
explain to them why it is imperative that the 13™ amendment
must be abolished (true they will not accept our point of view,
but, it is important to open a window of dialogue with them. We
must openly and freely discuss with our ‘enemies’ and at least
explain them why we do this — again, true they may not accept
our position, but let us engage them - something the Tamil
Diaspora does so well and we have failed so miserably).

We should find out from the US in writing what works exactly
they want us to do in order to comply with the current Geneva
Resolutions, and if we comply, they will not pursue us again on
the same matter/s in Geneva or other forum (we should obtain
this assurance from them in writing before embarking on any
Geneva compliance work). If the US is too unfair with us in
negotiations, we can raise the difficulties in Geneva in
September 2013 and beforehand. We should not forget we have
thirteen true friends in Geneva - we should also work towards
cultivating more friends - especially those who abstained from



259

voting. It is a blessing we have such true friends like China and
Russia in the UN Security Council, but we should also realise
they may not be there for us all the time (note, when the UN
Security Council approved the referral of Mr Omar Al Bashir of
Sudan to the War Crimes Tribunal in the Hague, his best
friends, China and Russia abstained from voting — they did not
veto the proposal. The same thing happened in relation to Libya,
to overthrow Gadhafi).

e For above purposes, we must sit down with Robert Blake et al
on equal footing (emphasis added) and engage in extensive
discussions/negotiations with them. Only those with exceptional
communication and negotiation skills and possess a sound
knowledge on the matters can do this type of work. The
government has to be extremely careful in picking the right
people. They should not be mere political nominees. We need
the best patriotic brains of the country to go into negotiations
with these top US diplomats. Our team should be able to
confront/convince John Kerry, Robert Blake, Michele Sison et
al and obtain best possible outcomes for the country.

e When negotiating, our team must always keep the best interests
of Sri Lanka at head and heart. We must constantly bear in
mind that we will not agree to anything that will be a threat to
Sri Lanka’s sovereignty and territorial integrity (this is what JR
Jayewardene and his team failed to do when his Government
signed the 1987 pact). We should envisage both short and long
term threats to the country’s sovereignty and territorial
integrity.

At talks with the US (can be held both in Washington and Colombo), if
we can come up with the following agreements in relation to scrapping
the 13"  amendment and regards to the outstanding Geneva
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Resolutions, it will be a huge win for us (note, currently we are totally
entrapped by 13A, also by the Geneva Resolutions —that is why
especially India has taken the upper hand over us).

Again, there is absolutely no alternative but to scrap the 13"
amendment (removing the land and police powers from the concurrent
list (9™ Schedule) will not eliminate the threat to our sovereignty), in
lieu of our adversaries accepting this or at least understanding why the
country must do this and obtaining assurances from them that they will
not take adverse action against us, we could agree to the following:

We can agree to some toning down of military from the north
but not entirely as suggested by the US

We can agree to hold an independent enquiry about the last
stages of war, but, it is not international, but an entirely local
enquiry. They must provide us with the complaints

We can agree to hold an independent enquiry about the alleged
human rights violations in Sri Lanka, but, it is not international,
but an entirely local enquiry. They must provide us with the
complaints

We can implement most of the LLRC recommendations
provided that a special fund is set up by the international
community to assist Sri Lanka (some of the recommendations
are very costly to implement)

After the provincial governments are abolished, we can agree to
decentralise more power to provinces especially to North and
East (so the people can attend to most of their affairs within the
province rather than travelling to Colombo etc), through
Divisional District Councils (Pradeshiya Sabhas), whose
memebers are elected
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In summary, basically, we have two solutions at hand - (1) abolish 13A
ASAP (before the proposed Northern Provincial Council Election), and
(2) engage positively with the international community to the maximum
to minimise the adverse impact flowing from the abolishment.

After strenuous, positive negotiations with the US (and other
adversaries) we would be able to obtain a firm written assurance from
the US that we will not be hounded down again in Geneva or any other
forum, and that they will not impose sanctions and do other things like
initiating action against our leaders and war heroes in the Hague, they
will not seek to split Sri Lanka (for a brilliant diplomat, these are
achievable), all peoples can thereafter live in Sri Lanka as One Nation.
And, Sri Lanka will flourish in international forums, and will be able to
keep its head high, like in the past.

The writer, Chanaka Bandarage, President of Sri Lanka Support Group,
is a Lawyer

If you wish to sign the Petition to HE the President requesting him to
take action to abolish the 13" amendment (please read it below —
Lankaweb, dated 24 May 2013), please provide us with the information
below:

® DSHBS®

Bdys o @rdnews’ eue® gfes BOO wews »oienms Sedd
8 &HIVeE d0x5Im — srilankasupportgroup@bigpond.com

3 Responses to “WHY IS IT TOO DANGEROUS TO HAND THE NPC TO TNA
OR A DIFFERENT SEPARATIST GROUPS — REFRENDUM IS THE ONLY
WAY (ARTICLES - PART 1)”

gr¥ess
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Senevirath Says:
”’Rasthiyadugahana balukukkanta rassawal denapalaath sabha ahosi karanu

Lorenzo Says:

Susantha Wijesinghe Says:
REFERENDUM BY THE PEOPLE IS THE STRONGEST ANTIDOTE
FOR THIS MENACING CANCEROUS INDIAN 13TH AMMENDMENT.
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Vasudeva is wrong to say that the President can
dissolve the Provincial Councils anytime

Media Release — Chanaka Bandarage, Sri Lanka Support
Group

On 30 May 2013, in Sirasa TV program ‘Satana’, Hon Minister
Vasudeva Nanayakkara, participating in a debate with Hon Minister
Champika Ranawaka stated that people should not be scared of
provincial governments because the President can dissolve them
anytime. To stress this point, he mentioned Articles 154A1, 154 ],
154K, 154L, 154M and 154N of the Constitution (these are the
English version Articles, he referred to the corresponding Sinhala
ones).

These provisions do not provide power to the President to dissolve
the provincial councils willy nilly:

Article 154A1 — this Article is about the President establishing the
Provincial Councils — it does not talk about dissolution

Article 154J — On the ground that maintenance of essential supplies
and services are threatened or that security of the country is
threatened by war or external aggression or armed rebellion, the
President may be able to dissolve a provincial government after
issuing a Proclamation under the ‘Public Security Ordinance’ (note:
not under the 13"™ amendment). Even herein, the words ‘dissolve or
dissolution’ are not used. What it states is that “the President to hold
that a situation has arisen in which the administration of the
Province cannot be carried on in accordance with the provisions of
the Constitution.” The then President Premadasa used this provision
to dissolve Vardharaja Perumal’s provincial government (Perumal
tried to mobilse the province’s 15,000 strong police force like an
‘Army’ and unilaterally declared a ‘Tamil Eelam’ in northern Sri
Lanka — this will happen again under a TNA run Northern
Provincial Council).
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Article 154K — This is not a power available for the President to
dissolve a Provincial Council. It allows him to give a direction to
the Governor and Provincial Council that directions to the
Provincial Council be carried out. This has nothing to with
dissolution.

Article 154L — If the President is satisfied that a situation has arisen
in which the administration of the province cannot be carried out
per the Constitution (failure of the administrative machinery), the
President may assume the functions of the administration of the
Provincial Council. What Mr Nanayakkara failed to say is that the
President can do this only by Proclamation (to be approved by a
resolution of the Parliament) and such Proclamation is valid only for
2 months.

Article 154N - If the President is satisfied that a situation has arisen
whereby the financial stability or credit of Sri Lanka is threatened,
he may make a Proclamation to that effect (to be approved by a
resolution of the Parliament) and such Proclamation is only valid for
2 months. During the period of Proclamation, the President is only
allowed to give directions to the Governor in relation to ‘observe
such canons of financial propriety’. Again, this does not give power
to the President to dissolve the Provincial Council.

Therefore, the representations made by Mr Nanayakkara seem
wrong and he may have misled millions of viewers who watched
the Program.

Hon Ranawaka very correctly showed that the Chief Minister is the
head of the Provincial Government and the Governor — appointed
by the President, acts in accordance with the advice of the Board of
Ministers (Article 154F1 — Sinhala 154&(1)). Mr Nanayakkara tried
to emphasis that discretion available to the Governor is absolute, but
this Article clearly articulates that it is subject to the Constitution,
thus is very limited.

Mr Nanayakkara failed to mention to the live and TV audience that
unlike in Sri Lanka, per the Indian Constitution, its President can
easily dissolve a Provincial Government. He also failed to say that
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in India (and also in Australia) where a Provincial
Government/(State) law is inconsistent with a Central Government
law (made under the concurrent heads of powers), the latter prevails
over the former, to the extent of inconsistency, this is not the case in
Sri Lanka. Even though JR Jayewardene did not say it, what he
effectively created in Sri Lanka in 1987 was a federal structure,
giving far reaching powers to the Provinces - more than in India
(and Australia) (this is why we say that giving the Northern
Province to the separatist, TNA, is akin to ‘entrusting the
surveillance of a chicken coop to a fox’.

Mr Nanayakkara also stated that a Referendum to ask people
whether or not they wish to keep the Provincial Government
system (9 such Provincial Governments) may be inappropriate
because “more than 70% of the population is Sinhalese.” This is an
indication he may lack respect to representative democracy. ‘One
Vote, One Voice’, is the cardinal rule of democracy; Mr Obama
came to power not just on the back of Black and Hispanic votes, he
campaigned hard and secured white votes too. Those who campaign
to keep the Provincial Council system (like Mr Nanayakkara), if
they want to win the Referendum (if held), should try to secure the
Sinhala vote also, rather than trying to denigrate it.

Chanaka Bandarage, President of Sri Lanka Support Group, is a
Lawyer

srilankasupportgroup@bigpond.com
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W01€n 80 guvd O8I evid O Be B O gy SOFO®
DEBeS B,

DB B 0053 gud FB BEH® ydmne dxmed @sI8wIdd
800 BHO® guMWL WIedd gu O BYuvwgmes 00RO
BT wewsy WERS 0@, vy Bw DwBiDE BYwemde @y HESsTH
emedd m™mPGY @¢88me (GDP growth economy) e®mnd0 e
BRBD $ESmeE g Jed BErewms BBed® vg dvamBed. ewmedd
eOns a8 BEuvren, O, deD, 8En0 D86, mer BFs wiedd), e
38598 BEenew, SedvessI® oG, ®®88 (spices) ¢idw gsd w®
y®remewst 95I8wWDd OO ¥8v VBB, 95I8wWID v Drews’y
oy Bdseme WmO» O O O CedB g dwE gvwisIHJ
s8ewiBm onf Buwx 808, @® g0 @@O SBLIHO orf Bwednm 6O
0B § ComD 9538w e gBBBBIB WE B 07 g (ewi€ss, &
8B2¢d geocd 88dcH mlwws’y 8¢ meowis). ©® dmns g
9538wD0 ey Wb @BED.

95I8wD & Comd BR 9538w WESTH Weddywd gdes §F v
BEswemrw A8e® »OHE 8HBJOO0 s »E gned & o0
9538000 ©08s ¢n&d (Sri Lanka to become a logistic hub to
various production chains in India). e®w CEPA 88ge® -0 m»c

@n&.
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I8 R ¢ ©8 au PY»O BO gnw.

OB WE@sTm 3o OBsT 93I8wed 8BS ©0 mESisTn @ OED
gO®s @0 (CODWD, BB8nemm, eReNs D6, §wd DE® ¢ vl
BB sk ) Buede HBed. ed®DBsY RmD0 ¢dm deodwr
BBOw O DS O @220 S 8iimed dBwr gdedd
QBELmD g, & RrBWmws dfw wews Sodn Onde »HBHESe®sY
89CE 0@ 4180 yloBm/e®s®w WD/ yden g8 0O . &
Rond ‘@u¥80ed ewrem’ S el Bed e® MOieRE BEm
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885500 BBOO @rI8wd 988uO 838. 938w § R0 eDNEDSY
@S 3B wmO alm Owr Jem ewas 8B (line of credit), 83®w
WO o BHey®23  (currency swap agreement) 0@ FHwodOm
e@d.

@® giad BEAED gv 9338wdd ¥nB we 48 (@D ePr1enIDw s
€5 @20 gy Faaca).

omedl eDnnl, 9538w B8y FBwim) D8R DWED WIS
wdes, dPTed Bweds 92RBRD desedisy Om, euds ©g
¥R Ve 9uIdwied dNFewnd 80 & C-ed meF®sI53c®
¢ @8 BEOO gewed WO gBedvw w6 O8w e ewlyxk»dd g
GBIOR gdwimd WMOD® YR WE @B 020ed. dowsvewsI®
58EF00D Bwor Bedm ydm»/ BBwic Bwo & coredwmens e® 50
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29 Responses to “§ o200 ‘@5I8wied ewieme’ Sws gnd”

Dr.K Says:
DROSB 910 BOR ERL OIS VYD 6WIEe EHERD cwvveeeee.
Hiranthe Says:

Becoming India’s Hong Kong is only a myth. At that time China was backward
and Hong Kong opened itself to the world with British rule and with the power of
English language to communicate. Hong Kong was a gateway to the world.....

Lorenzo Says:
Poll finds almost a third of Americans would support a military coup!!

...... I’'m sure more SLs support the RIGHT thing as they are MORE
INTELLIGENT than Americans.

Chanaka B Says:
According to Mahavansa, Sri Lanka was founded soon after the demise of Lord
Buddha (2498 years ago — (498 BC), where Vijaya, a Prince from northern India
(Singhapura Village in Wanga Land of Lata Nation, located in the present day
northern Bengal ) landed in Sri Lanka (Thambapanni). According to Mahavansa,
Vijaya’s father was King Singhabahu; and Singhabahu’s father was a lion (was
his hands and feet were like a lion’s paws?). Singhabahu’s mother was a princess
of the same area (Kalinga).

This is the accepted version of Sri Lankan history (up to now, we have accepted
Mahavansa, the chronicled history of Sri Lanka, as the gospel truth). Also, read
‘RO @8’ edited by Dr Ananda Guruge. Dharmapala stressed this version of the
history.

| agree, prior to Vijaya’s arrival, Sri Lanka was occupied by indigenous ’hela’ tribes
(Yaksha, Naga Deva).

The ‘hela’ people mingled with Vijaya’s clan (‘Singha’) and formed the race,
‘Singhala (Singha +Hela). Up to 1815, this country was called ‘Sinhale’.
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Those who did not mingle remained indigenous — the Veddahs. A small number of
them exist even today

Note, what the Eelamists say — according to them the Hela tribes (Kuveni) were their
people. I have not seen anyone comprehensively attacking this blatant untruth

With respect, the argument that Indians are aggressive people and Chinese are not is a
shallow one. Our focus should be to work with everyone and make Sri Lanka a
prosperous state. What | have articulated is purely an economic arrangement. | am not
saying we should become a satellite state of India. | also agree there would be
problems when working with the Indians in large scale; this is normal part of life. It is
a matter of how we would sort things out.

Chanaka B Says:

I do not discount for a moment that India helped Prabhakaran to run camps in
Thamilnadu. There are western nations that helped terrorism also. Just because of that
we cannot disregard/ignore them. As a good member of the international community,
we have to work with all nations. The crux of the matter is how well we can progress
in dong trade and commerce with our giant neighbour, India. | have simply shown an
opportunity that is available, which I believe, we should tap. That’s all

Lorenzo Says:
Chanaka,
.... HK did well because HK was under the UK until 1998. China could NOT

dictate terms to HK because of UK. SL has NO such external sponsor.

Chanaka B Says:
September 12th, 2015 at 9:02 pm

About Christie’s comment above.......


http://www.lankaweb.com/news/items/2015/09/12/%e0%b7%81%e0%b7%8a%e2%80%8d%e0%b6%bb%e0%b7%93-%e0%b6%bd%e0%b6%82%e0%b6%9a%e0%b7%8f%e0%b7%80-%e0%b6%89%e0%b6%b1%e0%b7%8a%e0%b6%af%e0%b7%92%e0%b6%ba%e0%b7%8f%e0%b7%80%e0%b7%9a-%e0%b7%84/#comment-74856
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Lorenzo Says:
......... Chanaka is a PATRIOT and we should LEARN to peacefully .........

Chanaka B Says:
Lorenzo, the terminology, ‘‘Sri Lanka should be the Hong Kong of India ‘is just
metaphorical. | used it like a pproverb to stress the idea. | have seen lots of
extreme poverty in Sri Lanka. It is time we improve the standard of living of our
people, as our politicians have destroyed the country since independence. They
took us the downhill pathway. If my suggestion works (it can work), we can come
out of this cure — extreme poverty. All countries in the world are eager to do
business with India. India is a member of G20, APEC and BRICS; so why not us?
With this economic arrangement, all people of Sri Lanka will benefit — Sinhalese,
Tamils and Muslims. And that should be the way

Senevirath Says:
...... 92538000753 BonRwsIO Rwm WA ewg 8B3x 88 my» dBemm @20
os¥sn ¢y od 8FE OEO Ov Pferns dw gued DL Bwe 81OR®
9538w 31On® OO edme »

Chanaka B Says:
13

1987 wexton g¥ JRed 13 35@» 029m08. e®w Eo2wdd g¢ eRR®
2025348, B8 Bw WY HOBIB® § ¢ gBewB. 13 gend8 BB wews JR
w®ed Y& I® OB MR owenB 000 Bydwdied 8w (gd8es DS
DeBnsed). Dr1gded ewdBn 88, i@ 98vemE R, edTOEED »ED
B8, ADEOO ©86em-m3 B8, 018&% BERDsIe, 8@ 0B, ov¥?ded Bwelds
T® edwey® moBwd evnx JOO ewd AP w@w 60 ¢s8 1980/90
CODOC VY OB WE ewemBd B B @wds DS dedtnded. ®
Ba®md;, 8e 8w #®w 1980 §EF wined ¢¢®c pEmDcwed desBd. 13
2e0d8 A8 wews 20122 (crnd; Bes ww DIcwd eud) 988ewsi® D&
»nE omen (dyed G8lgx sfzw @8 lankawebd archives ewoed
ART®.& 8y SL gemewdmnd gedewsy e® e@ewes 88us @d). ¢®
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Bed@mo® ‘pEdmD€ws’ Bwe @8 (lankaweb8) edneydowxl «©8
BwooozsIzn 200530 Gu® omems ed»x 608380 O eved
@003 ¢@xfesy & Ben Bu wBB — DEOBE, e6d® BBBsIO v BHS
D18 8B BsT 5O D& 0 NOW AEIeBEcIETy eDBIBIE?

2012 gued & Bwds? yam drecws’ ghusm me@ edneyds’ o8 Bwo
o5» edamem vls 2 (¢® 88a¢ B8ww ®70d). NPC wx Dinme
808, 8FesIBD0E HOB dg®D8wr BE@remnwe mS, YO 988l O
@B WOBIB WA DadSeme 8w 9e8edd O eudB ¢ mOBI® §dEsD
BEED ¢lest odneyd eFARs gD 0 SutE exnede? s edneydxsy
8¢ Q) VO OBBHON v ewsy oot vy e53¢?

953800

g Romned HBewsi® Bewwlesy 95ides Dwm (868, gEedd, ks,
BrIgedonsy, Sed0d0sT ), 9uidw e ww @xIew ¢®8w. 9rIde edewnsl,
9538w 8e@csY, 08, mBws. 9I8w eDEYD, 9578s emed, DwB, 0.
9538w 03D, ), 88D cvMiwm (VB wiedd) O BOF s»), 9538w
Gecd 0dTnE. ARE®ER® DEO wrlest 9rIwIdd. 9uI8wd BLHE® H»I®
0 §eE 8 00D very O53¢?

8 Romned §®8w w-dEAMm®, Bene 8B@imed Bdwws xS (cred Bdows
50,0002), 08238 o @es; dR0ICE ©DNedsy Buni el 88msm RSO
9253800 @88uD B3O8, 95I8wd § Ewd edNEDST ethRl SBwvmwmO
2lm Oy e eww @B (line of credit), 880w YOI BH®xd
(currency swap agreement) ¢»00= Bwoxldm ©d. @@ s ©xed;
G008, 95I8wd IO wrFedd ¢®8w edde 53 Om OO Wi 6D
OO, OBIHNCO 3D ¢®Bws Babmw ¢Y W OB wles’ BRSO
95383 s DESY (we esned). 2004 920986l REe20D0 HBO s
¢les? @uI8wdB- s 88 edfuld m0xl¢ w®w ewy SODEO BT
GBI® g 00D Ged 9rIewiD8. 988l ©wi SunmxE Hernx YEHIE
G0 @¢5Tn 9e8uny dDmed 9rIewdd; o8 Aig e m»d. xIewiedsy
G6 R ®) FDs BBewndvme OB g PI8w@DD B OB HwWdERD
9oGBewst Busdesy hypocrisy Bwid

Fran Diaz Says:
Sri Lankans like Development too, not necessarily in the HK & S’pore
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Fran Diaz Says:
I do heartily agree with Chanaka that DEVELOPMENT must happen.

Independent Says:
D15Y2®),
RPed ©imazndd Eufmce ‘o exim8. ®sf¢ Hong Kong 8xmed emidess
BOH. VD Co2nd deid Duynd Redut B8 “oun” Bwd. gzIewin Dwns g
S@d O BuyBeR. SedsewrsI® DeHd.

29 Bwo g8 0drwend edOE 01 IMeVERI® Ime&.

Chanaka B Says:
Fran, I clearly indicated when I say ‘Sri Lanka should be the Hong Kong of India
‘it is metaphorical (I used it like a proverb — (cuwidens’ 8@« ) — read my
article and also the comment to Lorenzo (9.24 pm — 12/9/15).

Hong Kong became a part of China in 1998; but it is still considered a
Special Administrative Zone. Prior to 1998 it was governed by the British. |
was referring to Hong Kong in the 20th century, when it was governed by the
British. The mainland land Chinese still need a visa to travel to Hong Kong.

I emphasised it was an economic arrangement to provide goods and services
to India, nothing else. If we can enter into favourable economic agreements
with other countries, including China, we should do so. That is the pathway
to become rich.

I know ‘India bashing’ is a fashion; but, we should not forget about the Sri
Lanka’s down trodden. Don’t we need foreign exchange to improve the
standard of living of the extreme poor (surely, we cannot keep on going
borrowing)? Hundreds and thousands of people live in appalling conditions —
the expressways did not help them. Lots of people still do not have sanitation,
pipe borne water and electricity, lots of people live in huts, not houses.

It was Camern who flew to Jaffha Library by an Air Force helicopter to meet
with Wigneswarn and ran a media circus; not Modi (the NPC ‘vehicle’ was
created in 2012 which would be used to form the Eelam) Who invited Chanel
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4 to this country? If we had the guts to abolish all provincial councils in 2009
soon after the war (through 2/3) or 2012 (through referendum plus 2/3), the
country would have been saved.

What do you say to my ‘hypocrisy’ comments at 11.17 am on 13/9/15.

Lorenzo Says:
Chanaka,

It will not work because the WAY the 2 countries do business is
DIFFERENT.

Asanga Says:
Chanaka,

With respect to the CEPA agreement, hoping for the Indians to stick to any
clauses that are favorable to us and less for them, is like the Native
Americans to have hoped that the United States government respected their
mutual treaties.

Should India Bashing be a mere fad??No | think it should become a national
pastime, and not only during a Cricket tournement!!!

Lorenzo Says:
Actually | propose the exact opposite of what Chanaka says. SCRAP ALL
business dealings

Independent Says:
IF WE ARE AS POWERFUL ECONOMICALLY AS USA WE CAN “THINK ”
WHAT LORENZO IS ASKING TO DO. EVEN AUSTRALIA DARE NOT
ANGER INDIANS AS THEY LOOSE BUSINESS.
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Chanaka B Says:
Asanga
I appreciate your comments
| appreciate there had been difficult moments in our relationship (India/Sri
Lanka), that spans over thousands of years
I was concentrating on selling our goods and services to India; not India dumping
goods on our doorstep.

I did say we can do business with India without CEPA
I did say | have reservations on the proposed bridge (due to Thamilnadu factor)
Subject to international law, if there is any country that wants to buy our goods
and services, we should sell them. Whether that is Timbuktu or India, I wouldn’t
care. That is the best, significant way of earning valuable foreign exchange for the
country

As stated before, we cannot go on borrowing from overseas (we are already in
serious debt). And earning foreign exchange through exports is the best recepie to
pay off debt and become rich
We must build an export oriented economy. India is the best place to send our
goods (1.2  hillion people, and a rising middle class)
Lorenzo said we should become China’s 2nd Hong Kong. No one can build up
export markets like that. It is a very difficult, pain staking exercise. Takes long
time to build a business relationship. | do not think there are many things that
China can buy from us, but we can certainly be the hub for India (due to
proximity)

If India breaches the laws, there are remedies available. WTO in Geneva,
Switzerland is the place to go for arbitration. If we do not use these resources
available, it is our problem
Even now we send exports to India worth nearly $1 billion a year. The trade is
flourishing between the two countries. ‘Because of India is such a bad country’
(this is India bashing by some Sinhalese), should we stop this?
One person mentioned he hates ‘Indian Bajaj’, but, everyone uses them in Sri
Lanka. The quickest and cheapest mode of transport (the problem is that there are
too many of them and young people think it is the best way to earn an income.
India has nothing to do with that problem)
I did not mention outsourcing of services to India. It is not relevant to our trade
with  India. Manila is the outsourcing capital of the world
You said “Should India Bashing be a mere fad??No I think it should become a
national pastime” — looks like we are talking about apples and oranges
‘If Indians are so bad’, why do we accept all the free aid from that she gives us?
Why do we continue to send our patients to India and our children to study in
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India? See what I mentioned about ‘hypocrisy’ in my comment above at 11.17 am
on 13/9/15

Asanga Says:
Chanaka,

Thank you for your response. Maybe | misunderstood what you meant when
I read this paragraph in your article

Op®m 8O g ©Oylemd 8Sm wvewsdBm Gdg®md (CEPA -
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement) dgen e®z3 z38w@d §
Comdd cewW® #0@® WO 838. eONB BOPRB § RO IO
9253830008 Seds wuwmed HO ediws PHETT wiedd) gocd BBE® WBwd
CLed]) 1. @06 gm0 WYL POBR. HYH PrIBwWDIE OB bwws &
Comnd PR BB, e5Iewed WY Y wedd) BSDE esN&BO &
Com0d0 JOO wREde®sT § Romned g¢ vDs W guHBE §88We
8w 0dBws g838me »O & OO EWedDHB wihdem e JO BE
Zhald

From the ‘ e®w gm sxcwem yd=A.” | thought that you were very pleased
to see such a partnership taking place, maybe | was wrong in my
interpretation.

However | do see that you added a caution with that last sentence there-
regarding breakdown of SL’s economy if we are flooded with cheap Indian
stuff, which includes people wanting jobs as well.

The point | was trying to make is that it might not be the wisest of decisions
to regard an official signing of any trade agreement with India with starry
eyed optimism.

You said that we should seek help from the WTO in Geneva if there are
breaches of the laws by India. | am sorry, maybe | am getting really skeptical
in my old age, but the ability for any organization based in the west for
offering a Balanced, non-biased solution (without wanting something in
return) seems again to be a bit too unrealistic.
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I do agree with you, it all seems very hypocritical, our University students
use Indian edition books over the original texts to save costs; the same can be
said for sending our kids to their Universities for education.

But none of that was donated to us, sending children to study in India, and so
on. We still have to pay for all that. Not as much as for sending them to
Australia or the US, but still we pay.

Again, to reiterate my one and only point here- CEPA seems a very unwise
thing to sign for, given the current situation in India economically, which is
not as rosy as they might paint it.

You did not mention outsourcing to India, that is true. | mentioned it, in order
to say something about the way the things are heading employment-wise,
across the world. It was meant to illustrate the fact again, that India is not
doing too hot these days economically, relatively speaking. (Note | said
relatively speaking, compared to the boom of the circa. 2005-2012 or so era.
I am sure you can show me statistics about how their economy is still
growing, in absolute terms)

Let’s do trade, I am all for it. But please let’s not sign any agreement that will
have their unemployed professionalls flooding our country and taking the
jobs away from our own.

The India bashing comment | made was merely a tongue in cheek one; but at
the same time | was saying we should never stop being vigilant about the
motivations and intentions of our neighbour.

Chanaka B Says:
Asanga

I am glad you said “Let’s do trade, I am all for it”. This is exactly what [ am
saying too

About CEPA, | also said the following:
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CEPA 100 el »»nd, edunewsy ©8:080mwe O 95I8widd wiedd) ©®
oD 88 (ewreme SHBO BByed 0x)) g8d ‘9xIewsied
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gBOEwsed

CEPA gfws? B300 yo® gu d6d od@u Rdwwem g S o 3@
AR DOBIA O8 ge-q WS on gne. CEPA gfus? 8800 5O 9278wid
ged Jyod o BB Seddd OFes edB® (¢® 8827 DeomO § @m0
02 2R)D e8RY IBwumweO DBv) BOYSHeBI® VWO WS DwsIA
CEPAS a2 =6 o»n @gne. @D g®is; 2m8esy §od e
BB os66530/ 83BedemesIo guwey mbwewsy esned

a0, g8 ©¢00 gnd 1998 2 gaFfust me Bewd edge BYne® (FTA- Free
Trade Agreement) 8 8 g8, § R-22000 gBnmdh DasiB (ediewd @d)
CEPA 8 8.0 @2%800 gsed t8rdas sisfens? ¢s Do dE o ¢ned

CEPA and evd »ynd, edunews’y @:08Qme D 9uI8widd wiedd w@w
el ©8800s7 (ewiemne IO HBBEd 0x) @80 ‘9sIdwied
©%20:0200°° DD BB DV

| agree people send their relatives to India for health and education and other
purposes and they pay for these services. The question is with the type of
India bashing in Sri Lanka (this website is the example) | find it difficult to
understand why people still do these things. One person in another article in
this website on the same topic stated that India is a ‘vicious, beggar’ and that
‘internationally India is poorer than us’ (but, we are not a member of G20,
APEC and BRICS but India). If India is so bad why should we accept and
enjoy all the free aid from India ( | outlined them in my article and
comments). India has given us things free — | am not sure about the proposed
Sampur, China has given us loans, except the Port City; both are now very
good friends and import trade partners of Sri Lanka. Let’s move on and make
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our small, beautiful and beloved country prosperous. Chanaka B Says:
should read as:both are now very good friends and important trade partners
of Sri Lanka. Let’s move on and make our small, beautiful and beloved
country prosperous.
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Sri Lanka should be the ‘Hong Kong of
India’ - this only means Sri Lanka should
become prosperous by riding on the back of
India’; it does not mean Sri Lanka should be
subservient to India

Lankaweb; posted on September 5th, 2015

Chanaka Bandarage

No one would disagree that Hong Kong rode to its prosperity on the
back of China (after the Chinese Revolution, Hong Kong underwent a
rapid and successful process of industrialization, from the late 1940s,
and became a rich nation).

After the liberalisation of China’s trade (Chairman Deng’s Open Door
Policy’ in the late 1970s), Hong Kong grabbed the opportunity and
increased its trade with China by tenfold. Within few years, the tiny
Hong Kong’s exports to China surpassed its imports from China.

When it comes to India, Sri Lanka is today placed in a similar position
as that of Hong Kong.

India is a significant global player and it is estimated that economically
it may surpass China (given China’s fast ageing population and the
gender imbalance), and it has the ability to become the world’s biggest
economy.
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Unlike how Hong Kong prospered thanks to China (Hong Kong is
located in very close proximity to China); Sri Lanka (located in very
close proximity to India), has thus far been unable to grab the
opportunity and capitalise on India’s growth.

India had closer to a double digit GDP growth in the past decade, but,
as stated before, Sri Lanka failed to capitalise on this.

In the past ten years Sri Lanka ‘put all its eggs only in the China
basket’. After the war, it sadly developed a relationship of mistrust and
annoyance with India (true, Thamilnadu created the problem, but, Sri
Lanka diplomatically failed to secure New Delhi’s support).

Sri Lanka failed to realise that it cannot rise to prosperity by riding
solely on the back of China, but, it could comfortably do so by riding on
the back of India.

Indeed, China is an excellent friend for Sri Lanka. This has been the
case historically. Sri Lanka should be ever grateful for China’s help
afforded to Sri Lanka during many difficult times. But, China is too far
away from Sri Lanka and it is very ‘different’ than that of Sri
Lanka. On the other hand, Sri Lanka and India are very similar when it
comes to many things such as the culture, food, attire, language
(English is well spoken in both countries; also, Sinhala (a Sanskrit) and
Tamil, an Indian language), sports, religion, values and traditions and
physical characteristics of the people. The fact that Sri Lanka’s first
King (Prince Vijaya) was an Indian (from Bengal) and that Sri Lanka’s
third King, Panduwasdewa, was married to a blood relative of Lord
Buddha (Princess Bhaddha Kachchayana of the ‘Shakya Wangsha’), are
notable and significant features of the relationship.

Furthermore, Sri Lanka and India are separated only by a short stretch
of the sea and apart from the examples in the preceding paragraph,
excellent, brotherly relations have existed between the two nations from
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time immemorial (of course, despite animosities between Sri Lanka and
Thamilnadu). India as a nation has never invaded Sri Lanka in a war
like manner. Sri Lanka’s Anagarika Dharmapala was a person who
recently brought the two countries closer. Another was Mrs Sirimavo
Bandaranaike.

In the past decade, India’s exports to Sri Lanka almost doubled, Sri
Lanka failed to keep pace with the growth of its exports to India.

The recent Sri Lankan governments (in the past 20 years), rather than
building a manufacturing and productivity based economy, focused on a
service based economy (it was the ‘easy way out’). Thus, such
unproductive and non-manufacturing ventures like communication
centres, beauty palours, trishaw taxis (there are over one million of
them in the country), importation and distribution of illicit drugs such as
heroin and ecstasy, betting centres, lottery sales centres, small-scale
casinos, massage parlours in the guise of Ayurveda centres, private
tuition centres (even Sinhala, Buddhism and History are taught for
school children in these centres), variety of international schools and
tourism based industries (the latter is somewhat good) mushroomed in
the country. They became the whole mark of the country’s economy.
These ventures, though created jobs, generated no or less GDP for the
economy. The governments by trying to reduce the country’s
unemployment, gave jobs as public servants to thousands of people who
supported them politically during elections (these were not merit based
appointments, hence the lethargic and corrupt public service that we
have today).

The governments not knowing how to create employment for its
citizens (both skilled and unskilled workers) encouraged them to leave
the country in search of the ‘greener pastures’. Lots of women ended
up working as domestic maids in Middle Eastern countries (stories have
emerged that some of them have been treated like slaves) and lots of
men were found jobs in South Korea. The governments were



298

unconcerned in paying attention to the adverse socio, cultural and
psychological effects of the family members that were left in the
country, caused as a result of the mass migration of people to overseas
countries. Drastic stories have emerged about the plight of children and
elderly who were left in their respective homes helpless. The
governments liked the idea that its citizens left its shores as their
remittance became the biggest source of revenue for them. The rulers
plundered and mismanaged the public wealth from the left, right and the
centre.

The governments borrowed heavily, especially in the past 10 years, the
injection of such monies to the economy created somewhat an artificial
growth in the GDP (of 6%). Today, Sri Lanka is a hugely debt ridden
country, its foreign debt alone has exceeded US$25 billion (?), which is
far too much for a country of the size of Sri Lanka. The country owes
money to other sources too, including local banks and various employee
trust funds.

Unlike in the 1960s and 70s, where governments helped to build a
strong manufacturing/productivity base economy, in the last 35+ years,
large numbers of small factories, textile mills and small businesses were
compelled to be closed down. Local businesses were unable to compete
with the influx of cheap Chinese, Taiwanese and Indian exports to the
country. Like few third world countries have done in the past 20 years,
Sri Lanka failed to become a newly developed country (apart from
corruption, mismanagement and maladministration, the effects of the
war was a major impediment for the country’s development).

Today in Sri Lanka, almost everything is imported, including the
country’s main staple diet, rice. Basically Sri Lanka today has very few
items available to export to India (or to any other any country); except
things like fish harvested from the sea, some agricultural/horticultural
products and a few value added items imported from other countries for
the sole purpose of re-export. The irony is that this is a country that
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once produced fine electrical and electronic items, textiles, furniture,
handicraft, confectionaries, tyres, bicycles, batteries, razor blades,
perfumes and even motor cars.

During 2011/12, India’s exports to Sri Lanka amounted to $4.3 billion,
Sri Lanka’s exports to India during the same period amounted to only
$721 million. The total bilateral trade is earmarked to reach $10 billion
in the near future; the trade balance will continue to be very much in
favour of India.

Since of late, India has been pressurising Sri Lanka to sign CEPA —
‘Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement’. No doubt that
such an agreement would provide Sri Lanka preferential access to the
very large Indian market, but due to CEPA, the country could be
flooded with cheap Indian exports. They can destroy the country’s
remaining, very small scale production/manufacturing based
economy. The writer does not say that Sri Lanka should flatly say ‘no’
to CEPA, he states Sri Lanka should use CEPA as a bargaining tool to
obtain more favourable trade advantages from India. For example, Sri
Lanka should ask India to rectify the anomalies (several) in the Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) that both countries signed in 1998. Sri Lanka
should demand that it should be given export access to the entire Indian
market, with zero tariffs (1.2 billion people!). If the latter could be
achieved (a difficult task, but a possibility), Sri Lanka should be able to
sign CEPA.

Furthermore, prior to signing CEPA, Sri Lanka should implement
adequate measures to protect its local industries from the possible
massive scale intrusion of Indian products into the country. An
intelligent and a tactful Sri Lankan leadership should be able to
successfully achieve this.

This is the time for Sri Lanka to negotiate with India on trade and
obtain the best economic outcome for itself. Sri Lanka should seriously
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ask India to stop poaching on her waters which causes US$1 billion loss
to Sri Lanka per year (this could be a pre-condition to signing CEPA).

If Sri Lanka foolishly enters into trade agreements, international
contracts etc with overseas countries (including that of India), without
obtaining competent legal counsel (some of the past foolish examples
are the Hedging deal, Air Lanka agreement, Cairns oil contract, Shell
gas deal, 10C deal etc), it is the innocent public who will pay the
ultimate price for the huge misdeeds of the politicians. The few
examples cited herein brought forth billions of dollars of losses to Sri
Lanka.

Now that Sri Lanka has a new government and India’s Mr Modi has
extended the true hand of friendship to Sri Lanka, if wise and
intelligent, this is the opportunity for Sri Lanka to grab and try to
become the ‘Hong Kong of India’ (note the remarkable turnaround in
the relationship between the two nations — in 2013 India even boycotted
CHOGM; the year prior to that it co-sponsored a resolution against Sri
Lanka at the UNHRC in Geneva).

If Sri Lanka (still, very much a third world country), wants to become
rich capitalising on India’s massive economic growth (the Indian
middle class alone is more than 250 million, by 2025, this number is
likely to increase to 550 million); it should evaluate (before signing
CEPA) what goods it could and should produce for the Indian
market. For example, if properly planned, Sri Lanka can be a large
scale food and agro business supplier for India (notably, things like tea,
spices, fresh fruits, vegetables and flowers (true, India is the world’s
largest tea producer, but, there is a scarcity of tea in India, and there is
the tremendous potential to introduce ‘Ceylon Tea’ (the world’s finest)
in India, in a very big scale).

If Sri Lanka is to sign CEPA, Sri Lanka should ask as a precondition
that India should assist Sri Lanka to become the logistic hub to various
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production chains in India. Few industry examples that come to the
writer’s mind are automobile and IT components, manufacturing of
pharmaceutical products, electrical machinery and parts and food
processing products.

In this regard, the new Sri Lankan government must work hard in
creating these opportunities for Sri Lankan companies. Creating new
economic zones solely for the purpose of manufacturing products for
India is a good idea. Since land is in scarcity in most parts of Sri Lanka
and they being closely located to India, such economic zones can be
established (with Indian aid) in the North, South and East of Sri Lanka
(for example, in Kilinochchi, Hambanthota port area and Trincomalee
respectively), but, all Sri Lankans should be able to work in those
ventures.

India has agreed to spend money on Sri Lanka’s Railway projects,
massive scale housing developments in the North and the Sampur
Power plant project. It has offered millions of dollars as lines of credit
to Sri Lanka, also a massive currency swap agreement that is currently
in place. Sri Lanka should accept these gifts with gratitude. This is in
addition to the US$5 billion (or more) that India’s private sector is
earmarked to invest in Sri Lanka in the coming years. India is Sri
Lanka’s largest source of foreign tourists.

But, it is still too early for Sri Lanka to say ‘yes’ to the rail and road
link that India wants to build at its own cost (an ADB loan project) over
the Palk Strait from Dhanushkodi to Talaimannar. Naturally, due to
Thamilnadu hostility, the people in Sri Lanka has a strong reservation
about this proposed mega-project; despite the fact that it could bring
huge and unprecedented level of economic benefits to Sri Lanka,
including a tenfold increase in tourist numbers, especially thousands of
new European and US tourists that will travel from India to Sri Lanka
by rail or road. It is up to the new Sri Lankan government to convince
its people as to why this new rail/road bridge is necessary and that it is
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not harmful to Sri Lanka’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. For
this, the new government will have a lot of explaining to do to its
people.

Chanaka Bandarage

srilankasupportgroup@bigpond.com
19 Responses to “Sri Lanka should be the Hong Kong of India”

Ananda-USA Says:
The FIRST Ray of HOPE for Sri Lankan Patriots EMERGES as MPs of MINOR
constituents parties and SOME SLFP MPs move to form a NEW Opposition
block in Parliament.

Ananda-USA Says:
LIES, MORE LIES, and MORE GOD-DAMN LIES howled in venomous rage
bythe......

Independent Says:
It doesn’t work this WaY..oeennnn.
Charles Says:

It is a good article but I have still not finised reading it. India is paranoic. Whay
has it got to be frightened

Charles Says:
It is a good article but I have still not finised reading it. India is paranoic.

Fran Diaz Says:
Hong Kong & Singapore are British creations.............

Lorenzo Says:
| DISAGREE.

Chanaka B Says:

I am not suggesting that Sri Lanka should become a satellite state of India. What |
have outlined is purely an economic arrangement — supplying goods and services
to the huge Indian market of 1.2 billion people. This is creating a Win/Win


http://www.lankaweb.com/news/items/2015/09/05/sri-lanka-should-be-the-hong-kong-of-india/SriLankaDefenceForum.blogspot.com
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303

situation for both countries, the benefits to Sri Lanka will be huge. This has

nothing to do with our sovereignty.
When we are only 20 km away from India, and when Mr Modi is extending
the hand of genuine friendship, why not grab it and create opportunities for
all Sri Lankans?
We cannot continue to live in 3rd world conditions, it is time that we become
a rich nation. This Indian opportunity that I am proposing is the best
available one at the moment.
It is a shortcut to prosperity.
If we miss the ‘bus’ (again), there may be no other bus to catch. Either Nepal
or Bangladesh can become the ‘Hong Kong of India’; so. again, we should
not let this golden opportunities go by.
We could do this only now as India was not friendly with the previous
regime. Emphasis added — we have to do this in friendship and co-operation
with India (that is how Hong Kong did it with China, especially during
China’s ‘Open Policy’ period). And now is the best time to do it. India is
ready, are we ready also? | am not sure about us.
We have to revive many things — CEPA, the new rail/road project, the Indian
economic zones in Sri Lanka, incentives for Sri Lankan exporters are just a
few to mention here.
The Prime Minister’s forthcoming visit to India is very important. This will
be a groundbreaking visit.
I am not proposing Sri Lanka should stop trading with other nations like
China, Russia, US, Japan etc. We should trade with the whole world. | am
saying it is only for India that we can become a hub to export goods and
services. There is no other country available (proximity is the key).
The biggest problem at the moment is that we do not have enough products
(and services?) to offer to India. We cannot do this with the many thousands
of communication centres, beauty palours and the one million three wheeler
cabs we have now. We must build a strong productivity/manufacturing base.
Sadly, the country is producing very few things. During the past 35 years we
almost destroyed everything what we built after the independence — during
the 50s to 70s. But, there is a lot of potential in Sri Lanka to build,rebuild and
improve, and to ‘take off” to become the ‘Hong Kong of India’. The biggest
asset we have is our remarkable workforce.
One can say hundreds of negative things about India (Lorenzo’s Endia), but,
they will not take us anywhere. India today is vastly different to what it was
25 years ago.
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Giving Land and Police powers to the Provinces is
dangerous — it should not happen

Courtesy — Huffington Post; October 2013

Chanaka Bandarage; Sri Lanka Support Group,
Canberra

News emanating from Sri Lanka shows that there is tendency to give
land and Police powers to the Provincial Governments including the
Northern and Eastern provincial governments. The Sri Lankan
Government is under tremendous pressure both from India and some
powerful western nations, it is quite probable that the ultimate political
package can contain giving these powers to the Provinces.

It is to be noted that the CHOGM, to be held in Sri Lanka in 2013, will
give enemies of Sri Lanka the opportunity to exert enormous pressure
on the Sri Lankan government to give wider powers to Northern and
Eastern provincial governments. For example, the Canadian Prime
Minister has already stated he will not attend CHOGM in Sri Lanka
unless Sri Lanka gives more benefits to the minority Tamils. Such
stance can be anticipated from the British, Australian, New Zealand and
even South African leaders.

We note that most of the positive social cultural activities conducted by
the Sri Lankan Army in the Northern province, including running of
cafes etc, are under threat to be stopped or have already been stopped.
The Army does not now hold most of the land in the Jaffna HSZ zone.
The Government is under enormous pressure to reduce the troop
numbers in the north, if this is carried out, it will be a major threat to the
country’s sovereignty.
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Why is it that giving Land and Police powers to the Provinces too
dangerous?

This means they will have the sole power to legislate in relation to land
and Police. Then, basically the provincial governments can sell,
transfer, lease, mortgage, donate, and acquire land anyway they like
within the province. This is exactly what the LTTE fought for. Now the
TNA has taken over the cause that the LTTE had left (when the LTTE
was alive, they were their political proxy). It seems the TNA demands
that they will not talk to the government unless land and Police powers
are part of the political package.

It is to be noted that Sri Lanka is very small and it is currently jam-
packed with an ever-growing population. There is hardly any space left
in the South for human expansion. The only areas available for future
human habitation/expansion is in the Northern and Eastern provinces.
Once the central government loses entire control of these areas, there is
absolutely no way that people from other provinces can live in these
areas. This will be a grossly unfair situation for the rest of the people.
The Constitution articulates free movement of the peoples.

Once they have land power, these provincial governments can
effectively (legally) block the southerners from not only buying land
but also visiting those areas.

Once these two powers are given, if the two provincial governments
want (they will be hostile to Sri Lanka anyway), they can give land to
their counterparts in India, bypassing the central Government. It will be
easy for such enemies of Sri Lanka like Vaiko, Nedumaran, and
Seeman et al to set up even para military style camps in Sri Lanka on
the invitation of the Chief Ministers of the two provinces. After vesting
Police powers with the Northern and Eastern provincial governments,
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boatloads of illegal immigrants can freely sail from India to Sri Lanka.
Some can come in the guise of fishermen. The illegal migration of
Tamils into Sri Lanka is not an old phenomenon, it has happened since
time immemorial. This activity can flourish under the new powers
given to the future Northern and Eastern provincial governments.

The Police positions - IGP downwards in the provinces will be
appointed by the Chief Ministers of the provincial governments. With
time, these two Police forces will exclusively have Tamil speaking
people serving them, with a Tamil speaking Muslim component in the
Eastern Police force (note the Muslims are also demanding the two
powers, with the TNA). The two Chief Ministers will have the power
to disallow the Sinhalese from joining their Police forces. We see how
the current Eastern Province Chief Minister et al are even now trying to
remove Sinhalese people who live in the marginal villages of the
Eastern province. Once the full Police powers are given (it will be like
their own para-military force), they can do what they now do illegally.

Once these two powers are granted, it is possible for the two provinces
to re-merge and then make a claim to secede from Sri Lanka. They may
then have the key ingredients for claiming a separate nation of their
own. The international law is so developed now, we live in an era
where new nations are constantly being created. Kosovo is a creation
entirely by the international world — it was created despite severe
opposition by its former ‘owner’ Serbia. Serbia had the support of
Russia and China, but, still failed to hold on to Kosovo. Other examples
of the creation of new countries are —South Sudan, East Timor, Eritrea,
South Ossetia, Abkhazia and Ingushetia, Then, all the new nations that
emerged from the old Soviet Union.
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Under enormous pressure from India, in 1987, JR Jayawardane,
introduced the provisional government system in Sri Lanka. This has
caused untold problems in Sri Lanka, and the problems continue. The
system has made Sri Lanka poorer. Previously the people had to put up
with corruption by the centralized government only. After 1987,
corruption spreaded like a cancer to the provincial levels. The
country’s bureaucracy increased tremendously, it cannot sustain such an
array of legislatures and bureaucrats, most of who are unsuitable for the
jobs and cause much problems to the country.

Prior to 1978, Sri Lanka was served under the ‘Saulbury Constitution’
which was slightly amended by the Sirima Bandaranaike Government
in 1972. Under the old Constitution, Sri Lanka had a strong centralised
government, which served the country remarkably well. Parliamentary
democracy flourished where Independent MPs were elected to the
parliament defeating candidates from the two dominant parties (this can
never happen under the current electoral system).

Sri Lanka is simply too small and too poor to be governed by provincial
governments (9), with a central government in the Centre; then also an
Executive President.

We must not forget that the country’s armed forces made supreme
sacrifices to preserve the sovereignty and territorial integrity. If land
and Police powers are given to the two provinces in question, the
supreme sacrifices that the armed forces made may be in venin.

We must understand that there is no ethnic problem in Sri Lanka. Only
there was a terrorism problem which was resolved in 2009. Now the
country’s two main communities are living in harmony like loving
siblings of one family. This should be encouraged. Land, Police powers,
creating a Senate will not build the unity between the two peoples, but
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division. Like what they are doing now, the Government must try to
uplift the standard of living of all the peoples including those in the
Northern and Eastern provinces. Then, the standard of living of the
people will increase. During Mrs Bandaranaike’s regime of 1970 to
1977, the northern farmers were greatly benefitted. That is why they
voted for Hector Kobbekaduwa in large numbers at the Presidential
election in 1982. They wanted to show gratitude to his good work as a
Minister who helped to increase the country’s food production.

True, the Government is under enormous pressure from India and some
western states to create a federal system (giving these two powers will
solidify the current federal system). Let us hope that the country’s
leaders will have the courage not to succumb to this enormous pressure.
All peoples of the country must support the Government in its
endeavour to keep its unitary nature, including the opposition. Currently
this is not happening. Even the JVP now seems to favour the giving of
land and Police powers. This is for their sheer political advantage.
There is hardly any opposition in the country against the proposal of
giving land and Police powers, albeit a handful of Government
ministers, who may change their stand in time to come. Once they too
approve the proposal, it will be very difficult for the masses to oppose.

Creating a Senate is not going to serve any purpose for Sri Lanka. It
will be another layer of government (Sri Lanka is one of the most
highly governed countries of the world). This will be an opportunity to
create more and more politicians and bureaucrats, who will thrive on
the limited resources available to the whole country, where a large
number of people still live in utmost poverty.

The most important thing is to show to the entire world including India
that Sri Lanka is looking after its Tamil minority well (which is a fact),
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Tamils are happy and they are economically progressing; it is
impractical to create such a federal system in Sri Lanka as demanded
by India and some western nations. In relation to the 13™ Amendment,
it is functioning, the country has not dismantled the provisional
government system, although it is an unworkable system for the
country. There is nothing in the 1987 India — Sri Lanka pact that states
that land and Police powers must be given to the two provinces. It is up
to the Sri Lankan Government, in accordance with the Constitution, to
determine what powers should be given to the two provinces, and what
powers should be held exclusively by the centre. This is an internal
issue for Sri Lanka. If the Government now states that the land powers
were always given by the 13™ Amendment (enacted as a result of the
India — Sri Lanka pact, 1987), but were suppressed; there is no need to
lift the supersession now. In this Media Release we have shown the
dangers of giving such powers to the two (2) Provincial Councils in
question.

What India is asking is that Sri Lanka should enforce the 13th
amendment to the letter. The country has not dismantled the provisional
government system, despite the fact that it is a costly, unworkable
system for the country. India and Sri Lanka are two different countries.
Federal system may work in India, which is a huge country. It had
separate states in the past, but, Sri Lanka has always been a one nation.

The most important thing is for Sri Lanka to show the entire world,
including India, that Sri Lanka is looking after its Tamil minority well
(which is a fact), Tamils are happy and they are economically
progressing; it is impractical to create such a federal system in Sri
Lanka as demanded by India and some western nations.
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Because the current Government has messed up its foreign policy so
badly and has cultivated ‘enemies’ almost everywhere (even our ‘big
brother’ India), we do not receive friendly assistance that we
desperately need from other nations. The western nations that attack us,
including Japan, have been excellent friends of Sri Lanka in the past.
Germany was a major financial donor for Sri Lanka. The current
government’s belief that ‘China will be there for us always, for
everything’ is a foolish policy (China’s support for Sri Lanka is most
welcome and should be much appreciated).

In relation to the war crimes allegations made against Sri Lanka, Sri
Lanka now correctly states that it will investigate each and every
credible allegation of war crimes as put to them and will prosecute
those who have allegedly offended. It is up to the those who make the
allegations to provide particulars of the alleged atrocities. Sri Lanka
cannot conduct an investigation based on a TV documentary, parts of
which are fabricated anyway.

Overall, Sri Lanka is an independent sovereign nation; other nations
have no right to interfere into her affairs, unless very serious human
rights violations have taken place. Then the government must
investigate. Again, the serious allegations waged by Channel 4 are
fabrications. It is not to be forgotten that very serious human rights
violations have taken place, and may still be taking place in the rich
west. They do not want others’ to investigate their affairs, but, they
continue to pick on tiny Sri Lanka. This is because we have not run our
foreign policy effectively. Our leaders have not shown skill and vision
as how to handle foreign relations. Thus, the country is paying a huge
price.
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There is an obligation on Sri Lankan Patriotic organisations operating in
the western countries to explain to those governments and agencies
about the correct situation in Sri Lanka. We must highlight the hidden
agenda of some of the Tamil Diaspora organisations — ie, create a
separate state, - a ‘Tamil Ealam’ in Sri Lanka.

Sri Lanka Support Group (Global), srilankasupportgroup@bigpond.com
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Mega Projects is not the way; but, Small
Business (Microcredit)
Posted on August 16th, 2015

Chanaka Bandarage

Politicians love megaprojects. They know it is not their money that they
spend. In megaprojects, they often enrich themselves through massive
commissions and other unethical ways. At the end of the megaproject,
they revel in trying to obtain the credit for themselves, even if it was a
failure.

According to Professor Bent Flyvbjerg of University of Oxford, nine
out of ten megaprojects in the world end up in failure. The biggest
drawback in megaprojects is the cost overruns. In the US alone, about
65% of the megaprojects have failed (‘Infrastructure Intelligence’,
September 2014). In Sri Lanka, the biggest drawbacks are the waste,
mismanagement and massive corruption.

In Sri Lanka, we first experienced a megaproject in the then
government’s accelerated Mahaveli program. True, Mahaveli opened up
thousands of new agricultural land and volumes of hydro power, but, it
also caused severe environmental damage. Large swaths of fertile land
(eg. rich fertile lands of Teldeniya) went under water and thousands of
people were forcibly uprooted from their ancestral lands. Thanks to
Mahaveli, the human — elephant conflict took an adverse upturn.
Hundreds and thousands of virgin forests were cleared for the new
settlers. The deforestation blocked ancient elephant corridors. Other
wildlife too lost their habitats; they either became extinct or
endangered. Veddah communities lost land that they had enjoyed from
time immemorial. In some areas, due to the building of huge dams, the
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healthy Mahaveli almost ended up ‘dead’. The large, shark-like fish
(some capable of growing to over 8 feet in length) that roamed
Mahaveli are no more; they have disappeared forever.

In the last ten years we have seen the emergence of megaprojects in Sri
Lanka on an unprecedented scale* The Hambanthota Port (Rs 36,100
million), Mattala Airport (Rs 21,000 million), Sooriyawewa Cricket
ground (Rs 4,000 million), the new expressways (Rs 70,000 million),
Uma Oya project (Rs.76,316 million ) are just a few examples (*the
author is unable to confirm the accuracy of the megaproject costs stated
herein; the records were obtained from reputed sources).

The then government was hell-bent on developing Hambanthota into a
‘concrete jungle’. Was it necessary to do that? They even wanted to
hold the Commonwealth Games there after building an Olympic style
stadium including an athletes’” village, a modern swimming pool,
basketball/netball/tennis and badminton courts, a velodrome, and a
gymnasium!

The question that needs to be asked is why do we not leave the ‘sleepy’
Hambanthota on its own; so that its authenticity and natural charm can
be preserved (the place where Lenord Woolf’s Silindu and his two
daughters, Punchi Menika and Hinnihami ‘lived’). Hambanthota is a
beautiful, rural location which is in very close proximity to Sri Lanka’s
large wildlife parks, Yala, Uda Walawe and Bundala. There is no need
to create a ‘new Colombo’ in Hambanthota. We already have enough
‘concrete jungles’ in Sri Lanka.

To create the new port in Hambanthota, one of Sri Lanka’s most
beautiful beaches was mercilessly dug up, thus that fabulous beach was
denied to future generations forever.

What the then government should have done was to expand the existing
harbor in Galle (130 km from Hambanthota). Galle is much closer to
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the busiest east-west international shipping route (where more than
1,000 ships ply a day), than Hambanthota. Galle is a superb harbor built
by the Dutch in the 17th century. Infrastructure and manpower for a
world class port were already available there.

The building of a second airport in Hambanthota was unnecessary. Any
proper feasibility study would have revealed that such an airport was
doomed to fail. What the then government should have done was to
expand the current Katunayake airport. For this, land adjoining the
airport, belonging to the SLBC, Air Force, CGR and private owners
should have been acquired, after paying due compensation. Any
developed country needs a modern, sophisticated airport located closely
to its capital/main city. In Sri Lanka, all energy and resources should
have been utilised to develop Karunanayake, so that it could compete in
equal terms with such world class airports as Singapore, Hong Kong,
Bangkok and Kuala Lampur. Spending money to build a new airport in
remote Hambanthota was definitely a mistake. When Katunayake is
unavailable, planes can land in Chennai or Bangalore — they are close
enough international airports for the purpose of emergency landings.

There was absolutely no necessity to spend Rs 4 billion to build a
floodlit cricket stadium in Sooriyawewa, Hambanthota. Thanks to
Sooriyawewa, the fine cricket stadium in Dambulla has almost become
obsolete. On a per capita basis, Sri Lanka (still a 3rd world country) has
more international cricket stadiums than any other ICC nation.

When Mattala and Sooriyawewa were built, thousands of acres of
virgin forests (connected to Yala, Bundala and Panama) were cleared —
they were the former roaming grounds of the wild elephants and other
wildlife. We hear reports how important wildlife such as elephants,
peacocks, monkeys etc are being killed on a daily basis in this area, as
those animals now have less space to roam. Elephants have died of
electrocution as well.
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The Uma Oya project has already caused enormous health, hygiene and
livelihood problems to sections of people in Uva, especially in
Bandarawela, Badulla areas. Lots of drinking water wells and even
some water falls have gone dry. True, Uma Oya will help to cultivate
more land in Wellassa plus the generation of new hydroelectricity, but
its adverse effects on the people and the environment (note the massive
impending de-forestation) needs to be given high consideration.

Despite certain environmental concerns and earlier frequent
breakdowns, the megaproject, Norochchalai coal power station, is a
success story. It currently provides 400 MW to the national grid. The
government spent a massive Rs 134,100 million for the project, some
say the end cost was three times more than the initial estimate. Let’s
hope that Sampur coal power station (500 MW) will also be successful.

The previous government spent billions of rupees on new expressways.
Today, not many vehicles ply on them; lots of people are unable to pay
even the toll to use them. Sri Lanka is still largely an agrarian society
where only about 20% of the population own a vehicle (excluding the
owners of three wheeler taxis). Building high speed motorways is not a
must for Sri Lanka, just because many other countries have them.

Tiny Sri Lanka is only of 65,600 sq km. What Sri Lanka requires is a
well carpeted network of roads everywhere, including in rural areas.
Preferably they should be dual track on the main highways. The burning
transport problem in Sri Lanka is the lengthy traffic jams in major cities
especially in Colombo and the dilapidated roads of the interior.
Everyone knows that the bottlenecks created by the new Expressways
have exacerbated Colombo’s traffic congestion.

These traffic jams are a major impediment for attracting foreign
investment and tourism promotion. Instead of spending large amounts
of money on expressways that extend to very remote areas like
Hambanthota, the government should have given top priority to fixing
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the traffic problem in Colombo and other major cities like Kandy,
Kurunegala etc (repeat, this is a major problem for Sri Lanka).

To ease the huge Colombo traffic congestion during the working week,
where applicable, the government should have erected more traffic
lights, widened the streets, created new alternative roads, built more
overhead bridges and even considered building underground road
tunnels.

Also, the interior village roads (and bridges) should have been
upgraded. Most of these roads are not tarmacked and are in pathetic
condition. When rural roads are improved, farmers will be able to sell
their produce speedily and at a reasonable price (where trucks and
lorries can reach the villages directly).

Thanks to the Southern and Katunayake Expressways one could see
how fertile rubber estates and paddy fields have been divided into two.
As a result, the adverse impact on the economy must be huge. Large,
dark swaths of land (due to lack of sunlight) that lie under these giant
concrete structures are now unproductive and cannot be used for any
purpose. They are an eyesore too. Contrary to what was anticipated,
foreign tourists who travel to Galle prefer taking the Galle Road instead
of the expressway. The former is more scenic, lively and refreshing
(runs parallel to the coast). The roadside businesses, especially
restaurants that operated on the Galle Road had a massive economic
setback. On the expressways, one could see the carcasses of dead
wildlife, especially alligators that get killed by vehicles, when they
cross the expressways.

The writer is not implying that these expressway projects were an entire
waste of money, he states they were not the priority for the nation.
Given the country’s small size, high costs of these projects, and of
course the serious damage to the environment; the government should
have concentrated on micro development rather than macro
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development solely. For example, when the majority of the population
still commute on jam packed rickety old buses and trains, where
patients still sleep on fly infested floors in public hospitals, where
school children lack desks and chairs in many remote schools and
where sewer and garbage disposal in the main cities is a major
environmental and health hazard (the list is endless), governments
should have been wiser to identify these major problems and attended
to them first, giving top, urgent priority. What is important is that the
governments must assist people directly, not doing things from the
periphery. The governments must have the intellect and the capacity to
understand the people’s real needs and assist them directly. This is not a
time to do experiments or waste valuable time and money.

It is rumored that thanks to the Karunanayake Expressway, politicians
(from both sides of the politics) grabbed and acquired valuable state
land for themselves. Even the most precious Muthurajawela marshy
land was not spared.

The writer acknowledges that the Mathara and Katunayake
expressways are now built and though there are genuine environmental
and other concerns, they do serve a purpose. He states it is not required
to extend them beyond Mathara and Katunayake respectively, to remote
areas where traffic congestion is not an issue. He believes given that
work has already commenced on the Kandy expressway, that project
should be carried out to the finish, if the environmental impact
assessment for same is favourable. There is absolutely no need to build
a Northern Expressway when vehicular traffic on the current A9, which
is a well carpeted, modern road, is minimal.

In Sri Lanka, the recent unsuccessful megaprojects, including some
expressways, have not helped to bring down inflation, but, they have
helped to increase inflation. Due to imposition of various taxes and
duties, the cost of living for the people has skyrocketed. Some basic
consumables are more expensive than those found in developed
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countries (eg. bread, fresh liquid milk and fresh fruits). The writer has
come across people who are so poor that they are unable to feed their
families with three meals a day.

Thus, it is appropriate that we ask the question whether megaprojects
have really helped Sri Lanka or not?

The megaprojects have increased the country’s foreign debt (as of 31
December 2009 Sri Lanka’s external debt stood at US$19.45 billion —
per Wikipedia).

Today Sri Lanka is one of the most debt ridden nations in the world
(about 30 years ago it had almost zero foreign debt). True, it is thanks to
the injection of foreign debt that the country’s economy grew at about
6% per annum, but, it was an artificial growth of the GDP.

No country can go on borrowing money from elsewhere, like what Sri
Lanka has done in the past 10 years. About 90% of the country’s
earnings are spent on paying off the debts. Some economists have
alarmed that Sri Lanka can face the same fate as Greece, and people can
lose their life savings deposited in banks.

The political parties that canvass for votes in the present general
election promise creating new jobs if they are elected to power. This is
very good. But, these new jobs should not be government jobs but
private sector jobs. It is time that Sri Lanka starts creating ‘small
governments’ and give every possible incentive for the private sector to
flourish.

Small businesses should be the engine room of the Sri Lankan
economy. Sri Lankan people are so entrepreneurial, hardworking and
determined. Given a small incentive, they will start new businesses and
flourish. There should be no doubt about this. It is the new small
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businesses that will create new jobs and a prosperous Sri Lankan
economy, nothing else.

Giving incentive for small business can stop people from leaving the
country looking for ‘greener’ pastures. At the moment about 300,000
people leave Sri Lanka every year to work in foreign lands. This must
not be encouraged. People should be afforded opportunities to remain in
the mother country, live around their families.

It is very difficult for a person to obtain a personal loan from a bank
today. This especially applies to poor people who cannot provide a
collateral, those who are unemployed and those who do not have a
verifiable credit history. For this, at least the future governments must
intervene and start initiatives to provide people with microloans so that
they can start their own businesses.

For people who work in the public and private sector, the government
must encourage state banks to provide low interest home loans (at the
moment, the home loan interest rates are too high).

In Sri Lanka even a startup capital of Rs 100,000 can make a big
difference in a person’s life — who wants to be their ‘own boss’. When
the person has established good credibility, the microloan amounts can
be gradually increased.

What is important is that for the future governments to initiate projects,
including through state banks to provide microloans to all eligible and
deserving citizens (not just for the Samurdhi recipients). This should
happen on a grand scale. The microloans need to be low, fixed rate
interest loans, with no fees and charges attached. As stated before, these
loans should be for people who want to start/expand their own small
businesses.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Collateral_(finance)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Credit_history
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Microcredit is the best way of empowering women, thereby uplifting
entire communities. Grameen Bank founded in Bangladesh in 1983
reports that the repayment success rates are between 95 and 98 percent.
Grameen loans have been provided to people from buying a cell-phone
to establish a profit making venture, to fishery, livestock, carpentry,
masonry, tailoring, food preparation, cleaning, grocery store, typing
services, IT related work and running passenger transport operations.

The writer, a Lawyer, is the President of Sri Lanka Support Group
(Global) (chanakab@hotmail.com)

25 Responses to “Mega Projects is not the way; but, Small Business
(Microcredit)”

1. Raj Says:
August 16th, 2015 at 3:09 pm
The Thames Barrier Project was built for events likely to happen 20 years
ahead.

2. Ananda-USA Says:
August 16th, 2015 at 4:04 pm

| agree about the Hambantota Harbor and the air port. However
Lorenzo Says:
August 16th, 2015 at 4:20 pm

Lorenzo Says:

WELL SAID CB!

We all know you are a true patriot.

| DISAGREED with CB on SHRI WICKRAMA RAJASINGHA who killed
Singhala men, women and children.

But this time he is right.

Before barking at this man who has stood up for SL at very difficult
situations, read what he has written. He has NOT blamed the MR govt. He
GENTLY tells them to CORRECT the wrongs. He does NOT praise the
UNP. His timing is perfect.

I sincerely hope MR’s NEW GOVT. will prioritize SMALL PROJECTS that
benefit LOCALS than mega projects that benefit others. Very STRATEGIC



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grameen_Bank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bangladesh
http://www.lankaweb.com/news/items/2015/08/16/mega-projects-is-not-the-way-but-small-business-microcredit/#comment-73094
http://www.lankaweb.com/news/items/2015/08/16/mega-projects-is-not-the-way-but-small-business-microcredit/SriLankaDefenceForum.blogspot.com
http://www.lankaweb.com/news/items/2015/08/16/mega-projects-is-not-the-way-but-small-business-microcredit/#comment-73096
http://www.lankaweb.com/news/items/2015/08/16/mega-projects-is-not-the-way-but-small-business-microcredit/#comment-73104
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thinking. Allow me to twist your name to CHANAKYA - the great
strategist!! :))

Ananda-USA Says:
August 16th, 2015 at 4:26 pm
Chanaka Bandarage,
The UNP mocked the Magama Port, and the Mattala Airport ... just as they
mocked the War Effort ...

Lorenzo Says:
August 16th, 2015 at 4:34 pm
..I sincerely hope MR’s NEW GOVT. will prioritize SMALL PROJECTS
that benefit LOCALS than mega projects that benefit others.

Christie Says:
August 16th, 2015 at 5:33 pm
The writer, a Lawyer, is the President of Sri Lanka Support Group (Global)
(chanakab@hotmail.com)..

Chanaka B Says:
August 16th, 2015 at 6:47 pm
For me, country comes first over party politics. | only write in the best
interests of the country; especially for the downtrodden. | am unable to write
to please politicians, but will give them credit where credit is due

Chanaka B Says:
August 16th, 2015 at 9:05 pm
Lorenzo, | do not think | praised Sri Wickrama Rajasinghe. | only criticised
the Sinhala infighting of the time, which allowed the British to conquer the
whole nation.
Lorenzo Says:

Chanaka B Says:
In the birth certificate, my father gave me the name, Chanakya. At Royal,
teachers and friends called me Chanaka (it was easy for their mouth), so, ever
since, | go as Chanaka
When I say ‘small business’, I mainly meant small self-employment projects

Ananda-USA Says:
August 16th, 2015 at 9:16 pm



http://www.lankaweb.com/news/items/2015/08/16/mega-projects-is-not-the-way-but-small-business-microcredit/SriLankaDefenceForum.blogspot.com
http://www.lankaweb.com/news/items/2015/08/16/mega-projects-is-not-the-way-but-small-business-microcredit/#comment-73105
http://www.lankaweb.com/news/items/2015/08/16/mega-projects-is-not-the-way-but-small-business-microcredit/#comment-73109
http://www.lankaweb.com/news/items/2015/08/16/mega-projects-is-not-the-way-but-small-business-microcredit/#comment-73121
http://www.lankaweb.com/news/items/2015/08/16/mega-projects-is-not-the-way-but-small-business-microcredit/#comment-73125
http://www.lankaweb.com/news/items/2015/08/16/mega-projects-is-not-the-way-but-small-business-microcredit/#comment-73127
http://www.lankaweb.com/news/items/2015/08/16/mega-projects-is-not-the-way-but-small-business-microcredit/SriLankaDefenceForum.blogspot.com
http://www.lankaweb.com/news/items/2015/08/16/mega-projects-is-not-the-way-but-small-business-microcredit/#comment-73130
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Susantha,
I am GLAD that you have FINALLY SEEN the LIGHT about this
TREACHEROUS REPROBATE Lorenzo!

Ananda-USA Says:
August 16th, 2015 at 9:33 pm
A large Port such as the Magampura Port, creates direct jobs for navigators,
pilots, ship and tug captains and officers, administrators, security forces,
accountants, crane operators, truck drivers, master craftsmen and supervisors,
machinists, welders. fitters, electricians, cooks, waiters, cashiers, road
workers, masons, carpenters, ad infinitum, and indirect jobs in the greater
neighborhood for sub-contractors, truckers, shippers, construction crews,
construction materials suppliers, hoteliers, restaurants, cooks, waiters,
telephone companies, home builders, home appliance sellers, equipment
manufacturers for local and export markets, farmers supplying food, ad
infinitum, ad nauseam.

Lorenzo Says:
August 16th, 2015 at 10:01 pm
Report receiving from SL.
1030 in SL. VERY HIGH enthusiasm in voting despite being a working day.
Some private buses running FREE while canvassing for UNP candidates. El-
Co notified.
Meanwhile Modananda screams from USA unable to bring AT LEAST ONE
vote. DEFEAT the USA conspiracy! Down with USA!
Jayawewa!

Lorenzo Says:
August 16th, 2015 at 10:16 pm
Chanaka B,
Good.
Don’t be discouraged. People IN THE KNOW very well know who you are
and what your intentions are. KEEP GOING!
Politicians are temporary. SL is FOREVER! At times you can’t serve both.
At other times you can.
(Even MR regrets MEGA projects. That is why he SACKED the former
economic minister in December 2014 and told him to get out of politics in
June 2015. During his 200 temple visits program MANY people told him
what you say here. MR is a convert from MEGA to MICRO projects. Now
RUN-NIL is the BIGGEST advocate of MEGA projects because Karunka
can rob them.)



http://www.lankaweb.com/news/items/2015/08/16/mega-projects-is-not-the-way-but-small-business-microcredit/SriLankaDefenceForum.blogspot.com
http://www.lankaweb.com/news/items/2015/08/16/mega-projects-is-not-the-way-but-small-business-microcredit/#comment-73131
http://www.lankaweb.com/news/items/2015/08/16/mega-projects-is-not-the-way-but-small-business-microcredit/#comment-73134
http://www.lankaweb.com/news/items/2015/08/16/mega-projects-is-not-the-way-but-small-business-microcredit/#comment-73136
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Charles Says:
August 16th, 2015 at 11:24 pm
Patriots, half patriots and pseudo patriots do not be fooled by gooey
pretended enthusiasm for a MR Come Back.

Dilrook Says:
August 16th, 2015 at 11:43 pm
Politics aside, | agree with Chanaka. The main reason for mega projects is to
bring foreign currency to the country. These were/are used to repay older
debt. Not the best in managing debt but this is how all governments have
done since 1977.

Ananda-USA Says:
August 17th, 2015 at 12:30 am
LORENZO the BLOODY SHAMELESS IDIOTIC TREACHEROUS
HYPOCRITE!

SA Kumar Says:
August 17th, 2015 at 2:35 am
Ananda-USA
We-Tamil are always Tamils , You know what | mean My sinhala
sakotharam !!!

Fran Diaz Says:
August 17th, 2015 at 11:51 am
Some Mega Projects may be needed, but they appear to have been done
already by JRJ & MR govts. What else can be done in the Mega Project areas
? Only one I can think of is Oil/Gas possibilities around Lanka coastlines.
The rest of projects could be mid size to small. Local Food Production and
Preservation should receive top priority in such projects.
Certainly Co-ops are the most attractive for village projects. It would be a
natural way to go considering Lanka culture.
***x** GoSL now and future must have/bring in SOCIAL SECURITY
especially for families that lose their bread winner due to disease or accidents
etc. We have to recall that Rohana Wijeweera, the leader of the JVP, turned
to Communism with violence because his family was left destitute after the
death of his father when Rohana was young.
Let such events never happen in Lanka *****
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Ananda-USA Says:
August 17th, 2015 at 3:11 pm | want to ask Chanaka Bandarage to view the
Youtube Video of this Megascale Project above, and to explain to uus how
the MicroCredit he proposes would have helped to bring a like amount of
water to the Libyan people to create the opportunities they now have for
operating their small-business of farming, animal herding, etc.

Chanaka B Says:
August 17th, 2015 at 8:09 pm
Fran, 1 do not oppose megaprojects per se. As you can see despite the
massive costs blow out and probable corruption, | gave credit to the
Norochchalai power project
The Hambanthota megaprojects and some expressway projects are a serious
concern. The manner in which they were carried out raised the eyebrow of
many (costs blow outs, massive scale corruption , callous disregard to the
environment etc)
The argument that some of these lost making ventures may derive a profit in
the future is farfetched. Though they were done by a government, they were
business (commercial) ventures. As you will agree, no businessman would
invest money anticipating a profit in say 10 — 20 years’ time. It will be a very
different world in 10-20 years’ time. Some of the current technology may
then be obsolete
The then government should have had a strategy how to ‘market’ the
Hambanthota port given that its main competitor, Singapore, which is located
in close proximity to Sri Lanka, is the world’s best port. There was no point
in diverting Colombo port traffic to Hambanthota, to show activity. Mattala
is a total failure and a colossal waste of money. Therein, the biggest loser is
the environment
The burning needs of the country are such things as health, water, sanitation,
education, roads, telecommunication, transport etc. Rather than embarking on
fanciful megaprojects (my article), the new government must pay full
attention to improve the basic facilities for the people; especially the poor.
They should work day in and day out to uplift the people’s conditions and all
citizens must extend their full co-operation to the new government. The new
government must not borrow relentlessly, that can bankrupt the nation.
We are still a third world country, we have a long way to go to become a
newly developed nation, Given the great resilience of our people, this is a
distinct possibility
The duty of the patriot is to be frank and brave to constructly criticise any
government. Like the advisors of the former Presidnet, if we also say ‘yes’ to
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everything, even for bad things, it will be at the detriment of the country. We
are not doing our service to the nation then

The best interests of the country should be the paramount consideration for
all patriots. Party politics comes second

For those who criticised me, | say thank you

There is no point in ‘shooting the messenger’

Voltaire said —

“I disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say
it”
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SLankan group pushes for resolution of
Oceanic Viking stand off

Updated 18 January 2012, 19:05 AEDT
Chanaka Bandarage is a Canberra based barrister, and a
leading figure in the Sri Lanka Support Group in Australia.

He was the moderator at a recent forum in the Australian capital,
titted 'Sri Lanka after the war - building of a new nation' in the
Australian Parliament, attended by Australian MPs and the Sri
Lankan High Commissioner.

Presenter: Joanna McCarthy
Speaker: Chanaka Bandarage, Sri Lanka Support Group

MCCARTHY: Is it fair to say your group is a strong supporter of
the Sri Lankan government?

BANDARAGE: Not necessarily so. We are a group of people
who are committed to creating a peaceful and harmonious, 'one
nation' Sri Lanka. If there are any unfair things or unjust things
done by the Sri Lankan Government, we will criticise the Sri
Lankan Government as well. But at the moment, there is a lot of
unfair and unjust criticism made against Sri Lanka and most of
the allegations are not true and some of them are totally
fabricated. So we are trying to defend Sri Lanka in that manner.
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MCCARTHY: Okay, and we'll move on to some of those
allegations later. First of all, can | just get your perspective on the
Oceanic Viking stalemate. The Sri Lankans on board have made
it plain they are not going to leave voluntarily. How do you see
this situation being resolved?

BANDARAGE: Yeah, | think Mr Rudd, our prime minister, should
resolve this with his Indonesian counterpart. He had some
arrangements with the Prime Minister of Indonesia. | think Mr
Rudd made a big publicity by saying that he had struck a deal
with Indonesia beforehand, so he should use his diplomatic skills
and resolve this problem with Indonesia. It looks like at the
moment, Indonesia is not cooperating with Australia, which is a
very unfortunate situation. Indonesia has already stated that they
want this boat to be removed from their waters, so | think
Australia should speak with Indonesia very intently. Mr Smith
should be in Indonesia now and speak to his Indonesian
counterpart and try to resolve this issue, because it's a problem
between Australia and Indonesia. And if Mr Rudd has an
understanding or if he has made some arrangements with
Indonesia, then Indonesia should honour that and they have to
talk to each other and try to resolve this problem.

MCCARTHY: Mr Rudd, of course, came into office saying he
wanted to change the image of Australia in the region. Do you
think his handling of this issue has hampered his public image in
the region?
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BANDARAGE: | believe even within Australia his ratings have
come down. When he was in the Opposition he criticised the
Howard Government, but you have to understand that during the
Howard Government, he [John Howard] stopped all these boats
from coming to Australia. It is my group that advised him about
this policy. Whether the Pacific solution was good or not is not an
issue, but the boats stopped coming, but now with what [Mr
Rudd] has done, he has virtually opened the floodgates, so these
boats are keep coming and there's no end to that. So Mr Rudd
has to stop this from happening, otherwise the problem will
exacerbate in the future.

MCCARTHY: Okay, and let's turn to some of the developments
regarding Sri Lanka in the US this week. As you would be aware,
the US authorities say they want to question former military
commander General Sarath Fonseka about suspected human
rights violations during the last days of the civil war. Do you
agree that General Fonseka should be made to answer these
allegations?

BANDARAGE: Well, you see the US Government, the US
Department of Homeland Security states that they want to
guestion Sarath Fonseka, but what they said is that they want Mr
Fonseka to give evidence against the Sri Lankan defence
secretary, Gotabhaya Rajapakse, so he said, if you give
evidence against Mr Rajapakse, then we will let you go. So this is
not fair dinkum investigation by the US Government. You see if
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they are really genuine about investigating Sri Lanka's human
rights allegations, they can't be partial and be biased against Mr
Rajapakse. They have to have an impartial investigation. They
just had a report published here about Sri Lanka and if you read
that report, you will see that it hasn't really blamed Sri Lanka, but
it had really reported certain instances that happened. So
fortunately the interview didn't go on and the Sri Lankan
Government | believe has lobbied the US Government very
strongly, so the problem is solved and Mr Fonseka is back in Sri
Lanka. But, | think if the questioning went ahead, then it would
have seriously tarnished the good relations that Sri Lanka has
with the US.

MCCARTHY: A number of human rights organisations though
have raised serious questions about the conduct of the Sri
Lankan Government during those last days of the civil war.
Shouldn't there be some accountability for what happened?

BANDARAGE: Yeah, that's right. You see now some even have
gone and said that Sri Lanka had committed genocide, so if you
see the definition of genocide, it is a systematic murder of a
whole community or a race. So no responsible person can make
such an allegation against Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka was fighting
against the most brutal terrorist group in the world, the Tamil
Tigers. Actually, Sri Lanka should be congratulated for getting rid
of the Tamil Tigers and it's good for Sri Lanka and for the entire
world. And if Sri Lanka had made any human rights violations
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during the last stages of the war, well then, they had to
substantiate them and state exactly what happened. You see
there is an issue where some civilians got killed, but at the same
time, we know that the LTTE were shelling and firing at those
civilians who were fleeing the no-fire zone. The Sri Lankan
military actually sacrificed a lot of its men during that war,
because they didn't want to fire back. Then again, the internal
displaced people - you see once the war ended, there were
about 300,000 civilians became homeless and they had nowhere
to go. So Sri Lanka went and established these camps over a
very short period and they did very well and housed those people
and now they are resettling them back. So they are doing their
best; you see to look after these people and move on with them
and then create a prosperous and united country - the world
should help Sri Lanka rather than criticising. But if there are any
serious human rights violations occurred, then they should really
pinpoint and say this is what happened, rather than making
blatant open, unsubstantiated statements.
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Film Review (Media Release)

— ‘Sri Siddhartha Gautama’ - a critique
Chanaka Bandarage, President Sri Lanka Support Group

This is overall a good film with good acting, it is good that Buddhist
films are made. There is no harm in employing non-Buddhist actors to
play the roles of Siddhartha and others. Gagan Malik taking up the role
of Prince Siddhartha is a well done act. There is a critique that Ranjan
Ramanayake should not have been used as Suddhodhana, this is
bunkum. He has acted superbly.

We note the following shortcomings:

Period between leaving the palace and attaining enlightenment - too
short and a hurried up job - each stage of searching the truth was not
shown clearly and sufficiently. The way he gave suffering to his body
for 7 years (‘dushkarak kriya’) had been quickly brushed off. Names
of the previous teachers were not even mentioned sufficiently, those
people were shown as living around a small area closer to each other.
The scenery resembled Menik Ganga or a similar river, unfortunately
the river was without adequate water. Again, a great shortcoming is
that the important period of ‘Dushkarak Kriya’ was too short.
Sujatha’s name was not mentioned, prominence was not given to the
sacred bo tree. Muchalinda was not shown at all.

Siddhartha kissing the horse’s forehead prior to crossing the river
resembles more of a western style man/animal relationship, than
eastern. It is unlikely Siddhartha actually kissed Kanthaka the way it
was depicted in the film. Kanthaka died of extreme sorrow, in the film
the horse’s death was shown poorly. It was as if the horse was sleeping.
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Buddhist records say that Siddhartha cut a substantial part of his hair
from his sword, this was not well portrayed.

In the film, Channa reports back to the palace saying Siddhartha told
him he will return to the palace; and everyone was relieved to hear that.
Actuality, this did not happen that way. Siddhartha never stated he will
return, nor did Channa state anything like that to the Palace.

Siddhartha was born in Lumbini Sal Uyana — a park full of Sal trees.
Only one Sal tree was shown, that tree only had a couple of sal flowers
on top, looks like artificially planted.

The most affluent and luxurious palaces and the lifestyle that the prince
lived were not resembled in the film, rather very modest and cheap
palace structures. This may be for costs saving reasons and was not a
major shortfall. It looks like a low cost production.

The prince was shown to be in the company of Channa most of the
time, the stable boy, it is not sure whether that was the case in real life.

Immediately after birth, Prince Siddhartha supposed to have walked on
7 Lotus flowers (he possessed extraordinary traits). This had been
omitted from the film.

Too much emphasis had been given to the rift between Siddhartha and
Devadatta. According to Buddhist history Devadatta became prominent
only after the Buddhahood was attained. No records existed that
Devadatta was in the same palace with Siddhartha and the incident such
as the injured pigeon etc., as shown on the film actually happened.
Siddhartha ordering that low caste children sit with other children —
looks like an invention to show Siddhartha was always a passive, good
man. But, the fact remains that per Buddhist records, Siddhartha
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changed to good after Dushkarak Kriya; he decided to leave the palace
after seeing the ‘Satara Pera Nimithi’ (the real world) and finally
hearing that his son was born. The film tries to show Siddhartha was
always - from birth a passive person. According to Buddhist history he
was a prince indulged in extreme pleasures (Kamasukallikana), until he
became fed up of life after seeing the Satara Pera Nimithi.

It was Asitha Thawusa who stated Siddhartha would become the
Universal King if stayed indoors, otherwise a Buddha. The film states
this was stated by the elders and Asitha only stated Siddhartha would
become the Buddha. The scripture states the prince’s foot hit the
Thouwsa’s head cover, this was not shown.

In the film, the way Siddhartha picked up his bride, Yashodhara and
the love that blossomed at first glance between them are somewhat
cheap romantic scenes. There is no record that a parade of the
prospective brides took place, as portrayed in the film. In the film,
Yashodhara was a tall, fair, very attractive woman compared to other 20
or so contestant brides. It is obvious any man would pick up
“Yasodhara’ as opposed to the other women who were no match to her.
In the film, Siddhartha states he was looking for a pretty wife, it is not
sure whether he actually stated this in real life. The Buddhist history
does not say those things happened that way. The film shows that after
the marriage Siddhartha and Yashodhara were deeply in love with
each other, the Prince was a good husband and they together planned a
child. The Buddbhist history does not say this.

Satara Pera Nimithi happened in four different occasions. According to
the film it appears all four happened in two separate occasions.
According to Buddbhist history, the old man that Siddhartha saw was not
Channa’s father, but, an entirely different, unknown person. Siddhartha
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only saw the sick man, like in the film, he did not nurse him. Siddhartha
saw a complete dead body not a corpse covered in drape. In real life
Siddhartha saw the monk (priest) on the fourth occasion, per the film,
the monk appeared immediately after the Prince saw the corpse,

Siddhartha never planned his departure from the palace with his wife
and the parents. His departure was a surprise to everyone. Leaving of
the palace was a decision Siddhartha took after seeing Satara Pera
Nimithi. The final blows to Siddhartha’s mind were the ugly,
disorganised scenes of the female dancers who had fallen asleep after
their performances (this incident was not well covered in the film) and
the news that son Rahula was born. According to the film, Siddhartha
was fed up of Devadatta’s harassment of a female dancer on the final
night, the scripture does not say this. Buddhist history does not say that
that final night Devadatta was also in the palace. The true fact is that
night Siddhartha had one quick glance at Rahula and decided to leave
everything in search of relieving the human suffering. After seeing
Rahula, he stated to himself ‘another bond’ had formed. He did not tell
Yashodhara prior to leaving that she won’t be lonely after he is gone
because she has the son Rahula. There is no record Siddhartha decided
to have a son with Yasodhara so that Yashodhara would not to be
lonely. As in the film, in real life, Siddhartha never stated to
Yashodhara that she will be in his memory and will think about her
after he had left. According to the film, Yashodhara was pretending to
being in sleep that night until the Prince left the palace. This is wrong.
Also, there is no evidence that the Prince placed a gold ornament on
Yashodhara’s bed before leaving the palace and he gave his ring to
Nanda few days prior to his departure.  According to history,
Siddhartha made the decision to leave the palace that night
instantaneously. There is no record Siddhartha had asked his father to
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appoint Nanda as Deputy King in lieu of him. Siddhartha seems to be in
tears owing to sadness of leaving Yashodhara and Yashodhara was in
tears too. It is unlikely that was the case, the Buddhist scripture does
not subscribe to this.

In one place Siddhartha states that for him every life is sacred
(‘poojaneceyai’). The correct terminology should have been that he
respected every life.

The film tries to give a 21* century perspective to what happened more
than 2500 years ago. It tries to respond to any possible contemporary
western critique of the actions of Siddhartha — that he was a playboy
and that he abandoned his wife and child. That may be why the film
tries to show Siddhartha was deeply a family man and he was always
(from birth) a good and passive person. But, this is contrary to
Buddhist history. By trying to whitewash Siddhartha, the film creates
more unanswered questions. The society at that time was very difficult
— an extremely stratified society. Siddhartha was born after 1000 lives
of reincarnation as Bodhisatva. He was born as Siddhartha for a mission
and purpose— to salvage humanity from suffering. As stated before, the
catalyst for him to leave the palace was seeing Satara Pera Nimithi, the
final night’s scenes in the palace and the news that the son, Rahula,
was born. Until then, he was a joyous young prince who indulged in
extreme pleasures. There is no point of trying to fine tune (tinker) the
facts now.

According to the film, Siddhartha and Yashodhara enjoyed the birth of
the son, Rahula. The scriptures do not subscribe to this.

The film should have been named ‘Siddhartha’, not ‘Sri Siddhartha
Gauthama’. © Sri” was never attached to his name. Only after attaining
enlightenment, he was called Gauthama Buddha.



